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Overview

The aim of the project was to discover more about Coven through evidence of occupation and other 
human activity and to stimulate public interest in the village’s history. By sampling a wide area, it 
was hoped that patterns of activity at various periods could be deduced. 

A series of test pits was planned, to be dug by local volunteers in their own gardens and by 
Wolverhampton Archaeology Group and other volunteers at various public spaces. To this end, a 
series of training digs were planned, where people could take part in the entire process of 
excavating and recording a test pit to a suitable standard.

The event was scheduled to take place in March 2020 but had to be postponed until September due 
to the Coronavirus pandemic. This also meant that the number of training digs, and people 
permitted at each, had to be reduced and digging in public spaces was not possible. In addition, 
around half of those who originally volunteered were unable or unwilling to take part when the 
project finally began. The project resumed briefly in 2021 when conditions allowed and was 
concluded in August.

A number of interesting findings have emerged from the project:

• Pottery was found which pre-dates the oldest extant building in the village.
• It shows that villagers were using utilitarian ceramic vessels made in Wednesbury from the 

17th century onwards.
• A clay pipe made in Manchester in the mid-Victorian era was found – the first record of this 

particular type outside Cheshire. An identifiable pipe bowl from around 1670 was also 
found. The number of pipe fragments found suggests that smoking was as popular in Coven 
as anywhere else.

• Excavations at the Bront seem to show that water was flowing across that area in the distant 
past.

• A malting floor tile and what may be the remains of the wooden floor itself were found at 
The Bront.

• The view that slag from Coven Furnace has been spread across almost every part of the 
village seems to be confirmed.

• It has shown that inhabitants were using the fashionable table-wares of the day from the 
1600s onwards, for example blackware, mottled ware, slipware and ‘willow pattern’, much 
of which would have been made in the potteries of Stoke on Trent.

Our thanks go to the volunteers and householders who contributed towards the project and to the 
Parish Council and the trustees of the Memorial Hall for permission to dig on their land.



Test Pit No:
1

Location:
GPS 52.65759653, -2.14122823

Location Description:
‘The Bront’ is a public open space beside the River Penk and its tributary Watershead 
Brook, lying due west of Coven village centre. It is a mixture of managed turf and meadow 
bordered by deciduous trees. The northern part of The Bront consists of a marshy willow 
plantation.

The bank of the brook to the south of the test pit has been embanked and reshaped to 
reduce the severity of flooding but the entire field can still flood after prolonged rain. There 
was a small spring about 10 metres to the east of the test pit until the latter part of the 20 th 
century; the path of its outflow can be traced northwards into the plantation where it turned
west to drain into the Penk. There was formerly a play area about 60m north west of the 
test pit and some wooden posts from this equipment have been cut off at ground level and 
remain in situ.

Test Pit 1 approximate location



History:
‘The Bront’ is said to have acquired its name in the second half of the 20 th century, from a 
willow tree which had the shape of a Brontosaurus. It was known as ‘The Rough Meadow’ 
(plot number 1270) at the time of the Tithe Awards c1840. 

There are no buildings or other structures visible on any map of the immediate vicinity, the 
earliest map showing detail being that drawn up by Robins and Sherriff in 1808. In the 20 th 
century, there was an animal shelter or other small farm building in the SW corner of the 
field numbered 1113 on the map below.

The land is on the opposite bank of the Penk to Brewood Park Farm which was once a 
royal deer park.

Around 1600, a leat was taken from the west side of the Penk to supply the pond at 
Brewood Upper Forge (or ‘Coven Forge’). The course of the leat is now marked by a 
hedgerow. There was a channel to divert the flow back into the river when necessary 
which would have been controlled by a sluice gate.

The Rough Meadow (1159) on Robins-Sherriff map of 1808



Excavation Summary:
The topsoil was alluvial material with a homogeneous mid-brown appearance extending to 
about 20cm depth. It contained very few stones, small pebbles or gravel. There was slight 
evidence of a narrow horizontal grey and orange clay band directly below this, visible at 
the same level in all four sections. Below 20cm the soil contained progressively more clay. 
At the bottom of the sondage the soil contained a high proportion of clay which was 
holding water and smelled like typical marshland. The soil became more difficult to sieve 
and surfaces harder to clean with each spit. There was a significant fall off in finds below 
20cm and fewer traces of charcoal in each cleaned surface.

The almost total absence of modern rubbish (part of a cigarette lighter being the only such 
find) was very surprising given that ‘The Bront’ has been used for public recreation for 
many decades. Post-Medieval pottery finds included a fragment of Slipware, several badly 
degraded fragments of transferware and possibly hand-painted tableware. A rim fragment 
from a lead-glazed coarse earthenware vessel with an outside diameter of 30cm and 
probably of 18th or 19th century date was also found.

Two bottle fragments were found, one of which appears to be the base of a mouth-blown 
moulded vessel from the mid-1800s, the other being part of the square body and rounded 
neck of a fine pale green bottle.

The upper spits contained a few fragments of non-diagnostic slag and many small 
fragments of vitreous green blast furnace slag1. Several sub-spheroidal objects measuring 
between 10mm and 40mm were recovered which although covered in iron corrosion 
products, are very light in weight and do not conform to the usual appearance or density of
slag.

A 5mm stone ‘cylinder’ with depressions at each end and two faint equally spaced 
circumferential lines was found in the lowest spit. It has the appearance of an unfinished 
bead but may be natural.

The upper edges of a timber object or structure was discovered at 27cm. This consisted of
four pieces of wood, two of which crossed the entire span of the test pit and one of which 
seemed to form a short cross member. The timber was waterlogged and in a delicate 
condition.

Several patches of charcoal or burnt wood measuring up to about 50mm across were 
evident beside the timber. A sondage across 1/3 of the pit showed that these timbers had a
cross section of  approximately 15cm x 2cm and were lying on edge. It was not possible to
discern the type of joint used for the cross-member. Traces of wood were visible in the 
west section of the sondage and more below the exposed timbers when cleaning the floor 
of the pit.

Note: ‘Spit 4’ refers to the sondage.

Excavators:
Dave Kear, Andrea Kear, Linda Tomkins, Jan Francis, Terrie Skitt, Paul Robinson.

1 Slag of all types is ubiquitous in Coven. There was a blast furnace operating between c1620-1680 and two finery 
forges, one of which was in use until the early 19th century. It may be that material from Cinder Hill was spread on 
fields around the village to increase yield, a practice known as ‘slagging’ which seems to have been carried on in 
Britain between about 1870 and 1940.



Test Pit No. 1

Top of Spit 1

Test Pit No. 1

Top of Spit 2



Test Pit No. 1

Top of Spit 3

Test Pit No. 1

Top of Spit 4

Bottom of test pit showing wooden object



Test Pit No. 1

Top of Spit 4

Detail of timbers revealed in Spit 4

Test Pit No. 1

Top of Spit 4

Line of second timber to right of whiteboard



Test Pit No. 1

Top of Spit Sondage

A sondage was dug to ascertain the depth of the timbers



Test Pit No. 1

Section North

Test Pit No. 1

Section East



Test Pit No. 1

Section South

Test Pit No. 1

Section West



Test Pit No. 1

Spit No. 0

Slipware fragment

Test Pit No. 1

Spit No. 1

Lower part of moulded bottle



Test Pit No. 1

Spit No. 1

Rim sherd from coarseware vessel



Spits Summary

Spit No. Start (cm) End (cm)

0 (Topsoil) 10

1 10 18

2 18 22

3 22 30

4 (Sondage) 30 42



Finds Summary

Spit No Find Count
0 Iron 1
0 Slag - Blast Furnace 7
0 Pot - Slipware 1
1 Glass - Vessel 2
1 Pot - Post Medieval 5
1 Iron 4
1 CBM - Floor Tile 1
1 CBM - Roof Tile 1
1 Pot - Coarse Earthenware 1
1 Glass - Bottle 2
1 Charcoal 17
1 Coal 12
1 Slag - Non-diagnostic 2
1 Slag - Blast Furnace 24
2 Coal 3
2 Charcoal 5
2 Slag - Non-diagnostic 5
2 Slag - Blast Furnace 12
2 Pot - Post Medieval 1
3 Other - bead? 1
3 Slag - Blast Furnace 1
3 Charcoal 1
3 CBM - Other 1



Test Pit No:
2

Location:
GPS 52.65748343,-2.14119467

Location Description:
Refer to Test Pit 1 for details

History:
Refer to Test Pit 1 for details

Test Pit 2, approximate location



Excavation Summary:
This pit was just a few metres from Test Pit 1 and the soil profile was very similar in 
composition, ie homogeneous alluvial deposit with few stones to a depth of about 30cm 
then increasing clay. The amount of charcoal in each spit increased between 12 and 42cm
whereas the number of other finds decreased rapidly after 16cm.

At around 25-40cm sandy patches became visible and a band of clay was passed through.
Abundant small fragments of charcoal were discovered and smears of iron were visible in 
each section. It seems likely that both of these are the result of waste from the local 
furnace or forge being spread on the field.

A sondage was dug in the south-west corner to a depth of 70cm. The south and west 
sections of the sondage displayed alternating bands of sand and brown clayey silt. A small 
tree trunk or large branch was uncovered lying in a south-west/north-east orientation. It 
was waterlogged with some surface blackening although this appeared to be as a result of 
decay rather than burning. This wood lay on a mixture of sand and gravel, which did not 
seem to contain any clay and was suggestive of a stream or river bed. Other pieces of 
wood were visible in the south and west sections at similar depth.

Finds included charcoal, blast furnace and non-diagnostic slag, a few sherds of post-
medieval pot and glass and unidentified fragments of ceramic building material.

Excavators:
Rob Bradley-Richards, Sue Bradley-Richards, Lisa Williams, Clive Westwood, Paul 
Robinson



Test Pit No. 2

Top of Spit 1

Test Pit No. 2

Top of Spit 2



Test Pit No. 2

Top of Spit 3

Test Pit No. 2

Top of Spit 4



Test Pit No. 2

Top of Spit Sondage

Sondage in SW corner of test pit

Test Pit No. 2

Top of Spit Sondage

Wood in sondage after cleaning



Test Pit No. 2

Top of Spit Sondage

South and west sections of sondage



Test Pit No. 2

Section North

Test Pit No. 2

Section East



Test Pit No. 2

Section South

Test Pit No. 2

Section West



Spits Summary

Spit No. Start (cm) End (cm)

0 (Topsoil) 12

1 12 16

2 16 26

3 26 42

4 (Sondage) 42 70



Finds Summary

Spit No Find Count
0 Charcoal 2
0 Pot - Transferware 1
0 Iron 1
1 Glass - White 1
1 Glass - White 1
1 Pot - Post Medieval 2
1 Lead 1
1 Glass - Clear 1
1 CBM 4
1 Slag - Tap 2
1 Iron (1 link or staple?) 2
1 Charcoal 19
1 Slag - Non-diagnostic 10
1 Slag - Blast Furnace 11
2 Charcoal 4
2 Coal 1
2 Slag - Non-diagnostic 7
2 Slag - Blast Furnace 3



Test Pit No:
3

Location:
GPS 52.65735578,-2.14051223

Location Description:
Refer to Test Pit 1 for description and history

Test Pit 3 approximate location



Excavation Summary:
Although not far from test pits 1 and 2, this part of the Bront is not usually susceptible to 
flooding which may explain the different nature of the ground. The first 30cm was very 
stony with patches of sandy soil and clay towards the bottom. Between 30 and 40cm was 
stony with a little sand and more greyish clay but very few finds. At the bottom of this spit
two short lengths of timber were found, one dislodged from the east section and another 
from the south section. The former had two roughly hemispherical patches of iron 
corrosion, most probably from nail or screw heads. The cross-section of the timbers was 
similar to that of wood used for fencing, light planking or external doors etc. 

The natural, a mixture of clay, sand and pebbles seemed to have been reached at 42cm. 
An ill-defined sand and pebble layer was visible at about 30cm depth in all final sections. A
greyish clay horizon was visible where it rose slightly in the NE and SW corners of the test 
pit.

Excavators:
Shaun Boyce, Terrie Skitt, Tom Fellows, Louis Fellows, Paul Robinson



Test Pit No. 3

Top of Spit 1

Test Pit No. 3

Top of Spit 2

Test Pit No. 3

Top of Spit 3



Test Pit No. 3

Top of Spit 4

Timber visible near SE corner



Test Pit No. 3

Top of Spit Bottom



Test Pit No. 3

Section North

Test Pit No. 3

Section East



Test Pit No. 3

Section South

Test Pit No. 3

Section West



Spits Summary

Spit No. Start (cm) End (cm)

0 (Topsoil) 10

1 10 20

2 20 30

3 30 40

4 40 42



Finds Summary

Spit No Find Count
0 Glass - Dark Green 1
0 Charcoal 1
0 Glass - Clear 1
0 CBM - Other 1
0 Coal 1
1 Pot - Spongeware 1
1 Charcoal 4
1 Other - white sanitaryware 1
1 Coal 1
2 Charcoal 2
2 Pot - Post Medieval 1
2 Slag - Blast Furnace 2
3 Pot - Transferware 1
3 Pot - Post Medieval 1



Test Pit No:
4

Location:
GPS 52.65761078,-2.14150706

Location Description:
Refer to Test Pit 1 for details

Test Pit 4 approximate location



Excavation Summary:
This pit was close to test pits 1 and 2 and the soil profile was similar although slightly more
sandy and becoming a mixture of clay and sand with small but distinct sandy patches 
beyond about 20cm. There were very few finds beyond 20cm although a few tiny 
fragments of charcoal were still being found at 30cm. The final spit was excavated by 
spade and revealed no finds or evidence of human activity. A sondage was put in the south
west corner to a depth of 48cm. The floor was sandy clay with distinct patches of iron 
staining and possible smears of charcoal. Orange-coloured organic material was 
uncovered in the floor of the sondage and in its east and south sections. This was 
probably tree branch which was waterlogged and extremely fragile.

There was no distinct stratification in any of the final sections; there was a piece of blast 
furnace slag in the north, some charcoal in the east and iron staining and fragments of 
CBM in the south.

The most notable find was a tapering section of clay pipe stem, stamped ‘THE PROPER 
PIPE’ on opposite sides. The fragment is a little over 35mm long and tapers from about 
8mm to 6.5mm outside diameter. The bore is approximately 5/64". It probably dates from 
the mid to late 19th century. 

A similar fragment has been found at Warrington, Cheshire and another at Chester 
alongside pipes made by Pierce of Manchester (‘Some Clay Pipes from Cheshire and 
Merseyside’, Higgins 1987 and personal communication from David Higgins). Pierce used 
‘The Proper Pipe’ on his combination Vulcanite pipes in the late 1870s and he, or his 
competitors, may have used the same name on their clay pipes.

An unglazed sherd from the base of a stoneware vessel was found in Spit 1. The base  
would have been approximately 9cm in diameter when complete. It has iron-staining on 
the upper surface, either from being in contact with iron in the ground or with molten iron 
before burial.

Excavators:
Ivan Clowsley, Jo Dungey, Amelia Dungey, Terrie Skitt, Paul Robinson

Note:
Text has been superimposed on images where it was barely visible on whiteboards.

Pierce's Vulcanite pipes advertised in the Manchester Evening News, 1st October 1879



Test Pit No. 4

Top of Spit 1

Test Pit No. 4

Top of Spit 2



Test Pit No. 4

Top of Spit 3

Test Pit No. 4

Top of Spit Bottom



Test Pit No. 4

Top of Spit Sondage

Sondage in SW corner



Test Pit No. 4

Top of Spit Sondage

Orange-coloured organic material in sondage



Test Pit No. 4

Section North

Test Pit No. 4

Section East



Test Pit No. 4

Section South

Test Pit No. 4

Section West



Test Pit No. 4

Spit No. 1

Tapered clay pipe stem

Test Pit No. 4

Spit No. 1

Base sherd of stoneware vessel with iron staining



Spits Summary

Spit No. Start (cm) End (cm)

0 (Topsoil) 13

1 13 20

2 20 30

3 30 40

4 (sondage) 40 48



Finds Summary

Spit No Find Count
0 Pot - Slipware ? 1
0 Pot - Post Medieval 2
0 Pot - Transferware 1
0 CBM - Other 2
0 Clay Pipe/Part 2
0 Slag - Non-diagnostic 4
0 Plastic - toy parts 2
0 Charcoal 18
0 Coal 7
0 Slag - Blast Furnace 5
1 Pot - Uncertain 1
1 Pot - Post Medieval 1
1 Pot - Stoneware (unglazed) 1
1 Clay Pipe/Part 1
1 Pot - Porcelain? 1
1 Glass  - Clear 1
1 Glass - Dark Green 2
1 CBM - Industrial Blue Brick? 1
1 CBM - Brick 1
1 CBM - Other 7
1 Slag - Blast Furnace 14
1 Slag - Non-diagnostic 15
1 Coal 16
1 Charcoal 9
2 Pot - Porcelain? 1
2 Pot - Post Medieval 1
2 Slag - Non-diagnostic 3
2 Coal 4
2 Charcoal 6
2 CBM - Other 3
2 CBM - Floor Tile 1
2 Slag - Blast Furnace 2
3 Slag - Blast Furnace 1
3 Charcoal 2
4 Organic Material Samples 4



Test Pit No:
5

Location:
32 Brewood Road (52.6569, -2.133186)

Location Description:
Test Pit 5 was dug in the garden of a property built c1966. The garden has a gentle slope 
towards Brewood Road.



History:
The ground on the north side of Brewood Road is naturally higher than that on the south 
and has been graded or levelled for the various houses built between Coven Farm and 
Lawn Lane. There is no evidence of building on this corner plot before the present day 
house was constructed. The majority of the plot was originally slightly lower than the 
ground to the west, showing that some landscaping has taken place.

A farmhouse which stood opposite to the east, at the bottom of Church Lane, is shown on 
the tithe map (c1840) but may be one of the properties shown on Yates’ map of 1775. It 
was demolished c1966, having been occupied by the Hartshorn family for much of the 20 th 
century. 

The test pit site lies in the south east corner of the field known as ‘Penfold Croft’ (sic) at the
time of the Tithe Commutation Act. The diagonally opposite (NW) corner of this field is 
believed to be the site of a pinfold; the pathway running from Grange Farm to the church is
sometimes referred to as Pinfold Lane as well as Cow Lane. This land and the 
aforementioned farmhouse were part of the Monckton estate.

OS map of 1958 showing ridge 
across part of the plot

’Penfold Croft’ (1196), ‘The Croft’ (1185) and 
farmhouse (1207) on tithe map



The site is directly opposite ‘The Croft’, which is of late 18th century date and was owned 
by William Chambley at the time the tithe map was drawn up.

Although the present day Church Lane appears to have been laid to serve the church it 
predates that building, being part of the network of pathways converging on the village 
centre from the Old Stafford Road, Standeford Mill and Brewood Road, many of which are 
likely to be of ancient date.



Excavation Summary:
The soil profile consisted of around 15cm of homogeneous dark brown topsoil, followed by
indistinct layers of silty soil with some nodules of clay. Many sub 50mm pieces of brown, 
orange, greenish-grey and yellow friable sandstone were found in the lower spits, most 
could easily be broken by hand. A little water of unknown origin continued to seep into the 
pit in the north-east corner at around 30cm depth, making the soil difficult to sieve.

Two small patches of a black material were clearly visible at the top of spit 3 (22cm) and a 
larger patch of the same material was discovered in the north-east corner of spit 3 when 
excavated. A small patch could also be seen in the south-west corner and this lay above a 
house-brick. This material is magnetic and appears to be a gravelly form of slag or slag 
that has been crushed or degraded, perhaps by the action of water.

There were more pebbles and a few fragments of ceramic building material in the lower 
spits; the topsoil gave way to a slightly reddish sandy horizon followed by a consistent 
darker brown soil from 30cm to the bottom of the pit (55cm). Occasional pieces of slag 
were still being uncovered in the final spit but other finds had dried up.

A small number of complete and broken house-bricks were encountered in the upper spits,
probably associated with building of the present house.

Spit 1 produced a 5mm thick sherd of Yellow Ware having a creamy buff fabric with iron 
oxide inclusions. The type of vessel cannot be determined from the wide range of known 
forms but it was probably manufactured in the West Midlands, quite possibly at 
Wednesbury. The date range is c1570-1725.

A piece of coarse earthenware with a band of lead glaze was found in Spit 2: 

"It's post-medieval coarseware, possibly made in Wednesbury but there are other places 
in Staffs where this sort of pottery was made. The firing is a bit 'off', so the external 
surface would normally be reddish or reddish-brown. The dark brown glaze is typical 
(actually a clear lead glaze picking up colour from the clay body) of coarseware. The 
sherd is almost certainly from a jar which has full glaze coverage on the interior base 
and lower section of the pot but during firing in an inverted position some of the glaze 
runs down in dribbles to the rim: likely to be 17th century"

Stephanie Ratkai, Medieval Pottery Research Group

A piece of Medieval Redware/Oxidised ware was found in the same spit:

"This is late Medieval redware/oxidised ware. 15th-16th c. I am 99% certain that this 
was made in Wednesbury… the grooves are internal and are probably throwing grooves.
The sherd could be from a bowl or a jar - the most common forms but there are also 
chafing dishes, lids and bung-hole jars made in this ware." 

Stephanie Ratkai, Medieval Pottery Research Group

A second much thicker (14mm) fragment of Yellow Ware was found in Spit 3. Around 30 
pieces of what appears to be an unusual form of friable slag were found. These seem to 
be similar to the material in the NE corner of the test pit, the largest piece being about 
30mm across. 



Spit 3 produced 12 heavily oxidised iron objects, most of which are probably hand-forged 
horseshoe nails. Two have exceptionally sharp points projecting from the products of 
corrosion. Removal of corrosion products from one of these shows it had a head flattened 
in the x-y plane only, being about 8mm wide. The nail head was 4mm thick.

Iron-smelting slag and charcoal were the only finds in Spit 4.

Spit 5 contained over 20 fragments of iron-smelting waste, mostly vitreous green blast 
furnace slag but also a single squarish block of dense magnetic tap slag.

Two fragments of coarse earthenware from objects of indeterminate form and a slip-coated
earthenware sherd from a flanged bowl with a diameter of around 32cm were also found, 
the latter dating c1680-1800.

A very small sherd of slipware of just over 3mm thickness was found, having at least three 
creamy white parallel trails on a typical brown glaze. A fragment of manganese mottled 
ware, probably from the body/handle of a vessel dating late 17th to early 18th century, was 
also found in this spit.

Other finds from this spit included a very small sherd of china(?), a single piece of flat, 
clear glass with thickness less than 1mm, and small pieces of a clay pipe stem and bowl.

Finds from the final spit included a clay pipe stem, many fragments of blast furnace slag, a
few pieces of glass (one possibly related to the thin glass in the spit above), a Yellow Ware
body sherd of approximately 4.5mm thickness and probably the base of the manganese 
mottled ware vessel (most likely a bowl) from the spit above. A fragment of heavily 
abraded sandy ware with many well sorted quartz and sparse mica inclusions was found. 
It appears to have traces of a purplish slip beneath a degraded blackish glaze. It may be 
the rim fragment from a medieval or late medieval vessel.

Note: Modern house-bricks have not been included in the database of finds.

Excavators:
Tom Fellows, Louis Fellows, Jim Fellows, Terrie Skitt, Paul Robinson



Test Pit No. 5

Top of Spit 1

Test Pit No. 5

Top of Spit 2



Test Pit No. 5

Top of Spit 3

Test Pit No. 5

Top of Spit 3

One of two patches of gravel-like slag in spit 3. A further patch was embedded in the NE corner of the pit



Test Pit No. 5

Top of Spit 4

Test Pit No. 5

Top of Spit 5



Test Pit No. 5

Top of Spit 6



Test Pit No. 5

Section North

Gravel-like slag in NE corner, the same corner from which water was seeping

Test Pit No. 5

Section East



Test Pit No. 5

Section South

Gravel-like slag near south-west corner

Test Pit No. 5

Section West



Test Pit No. 5

Spit No. 1

Yellow Ware sherd, vessel type uncertain

Test Pit No. 5

Spit No. 2

Coarse earthenware with band of lead glaze



Test Pit No. 5

Spit No. 2

Medieval Redware/Oxidised ware

Test Pit No. 5

Spit No. 3

Corroded iron objects, most are probably hand-forged horseshoe nails



Test Pit No. 5

Spit No. 5

Slip-coated earthenware sherd from a flanged bowl

Test Pit No. 5

Spit No. 5

Fragment of manganese mottled ware, probably from a large mug or bowl



Test Pit No. 5

Spit No. 6

Base sherd from a Manganese Mottled Ware bowl

Test Pit No. 5

Spit No. 6

Possible rim sherd from medieval or late medieval vessel 



Spits Summary

Spit No. Start (cm) End (cm)

0 (Topsoil) 10

1 10 15

2 15 22

3 22 30

4 30 37

5 37 47

6 47 55



Spit No Find Count
1 CBM - Other 1
1 CBM - Brick 1
1 Slag - Non-diagnostic 1
1 Slag - Blast Furnace 1
1 Glass - Dark Green 1
1 Pot - Yellow Ware 1
2 Pot - Coarse Earthenware 1
2 Pot - Medieval Oxidised Ware 1
2 Coal 2
2 Slag - Non-diagnostic 1
2 CBM - Other 5
2 Iron 2
3 Slag - Non-diagnostic friable 30
3 Iron 12
3 Pot - Yellow Ware 1
3 Slag - Non-diagnostic fragments sample 1
3 CBM - Modern tile 1
3 Charcoal 1
3 Slag - Blast Furnace 1
3 Glass - Clear 1
3 CBM - Brick 6
3 CBM - Other 1
4 Slag - Non-diagnostic 15
4 Slag - Blast Furnace 5
4 Charcoal 3
5 Pot - Post Medieval china 1
5 Pot - Manganese Mottled Ware 1
5 Pot - Slip-coated ware 1
5 Pot - Coarse Earthenware 1
5 Glass - Clear 1
5 Clay Pipe/Part 2
5 Iron 1
5 Coal 7
5 Slag - Non-diagnostic 2
5 Slag - Tap 1
5 Slag - Blast Furnace 22
6 Pot - Manganese Mottled Ware 1
6 Pot – Medieval Oxidised Ware? 1
6 Clay Pipe/Part 1
6 Pot - Yellow Ware 1
6 Glass - Clear 2
6 Glass - Pale Green 1
6 Slag - Non-diagnostic 4
6 Coal 5
6 Slag - Blast Furnace 19
6 CBM - Other 4



Test Pit No:
6

Location:
Light Ash Cottage (52.66231, -2.129889)

Location Description:
TP6 was dug on a lawn in the garden of Light Ash Cottage. There is known to have been 
some landscaping of this particular area of the garden by the present owners.



History:
The small settlement at Light Ash lies about halfway along the path connecting what is 
now School Lane with the old Stafford Road. The western part of this path became Light 
Ash Lane, while the eastern half remains a footpath to this day. No houses appear at this 
location on Yates’ map although the entrance to the aforementioned path at the Stafford 
Road end is shown. The settlement also lies beside the footpath running between Grange 
Farm and Standeford Mill; it can therefore be thought of as lying in the north east angle of 
a crossroads.

Although not illustrated by Yates, the name ‘Light Ash’ was certainly in existence by that 
date; it is mentioned in the Brewood parish registers as early as 1739 under the name 
‘Leat Each’. There is a stream running just to the south of Light Ash which may have some
relevance to this name - the word ‘leat’ is an old term for the watercourse to a mill or forge.
Light Ash is shown on the first OS map (1834) as ‘Leeratch’.

When the A449 dual carriageway was built in 1937, Light Ash became a cul-de-sac, giving 
the settlement a more isolated aspect.

Light Ash as it appears on the tithe map c1840

No houses are shown at Light Ash on Yates' map of 
1775, although a short stub of road representing the 
start of the path from the Stafford Road is illustrated



Two of the nearby fields are associated with brick making; that numbered 1245 on the tithe
map being known as ‘Brick Kiln Field’ and number 1249 as ‘Brick Kiln Flat’ - the yard 
where bricks were either made or stored. There was yet another ‘Brick Kiln Field’ a short 
distance to the south east. Bands of orange and brown clay can be found near the surface 
in several fields in this area and blue clay can be found in the fields on the south bank of 
the stream.

According to the Tithe Awards, plots 1247 and 1248 each contained a house and garden 
and both were occupied by John Aston. This seems an unlikely situation given that he is 
shown on the census just a couple of years later as being an agricultural labourer. It 
seems more likely there is an error in the index and that Aston lived at Light Ash Cottage 
but also rented the land at 1248 where Brick Kiln Croft was subsequently built. There is no 
evidence to tell us when bricks were being made here, it‘s possible that the brick-maker 
lived at Light Ash Cottage before 1841 and that Brick Kiln Croft simply assumed this name 
as it was built in the former brickyard.

Joshua Brown, a locksmith, occupied the house in plot 1246 at the time of the 1841 
census. By the time of the next census, Aston and his family had moved to Bargate Street 
in Brewood and there were six households listed under ‘Light Ash’ although this probably 
includes houses along the entire length of Light Ash Lane rather than just today’s cul-de-
sac. 

John Aston listed on the 1841 census



A pigsty was built in the garden of Light Ash Cottage at some time between 1884 and 1901
and was demolished in recent years. The cottage formerly had its own water pump, 
situated a little to the east of the property.

Aerial view showing the former pigsty

Light Ash c1900. The angle of the footpath where it joins the old Stafford Road matches that on 
Yates' map



Excavation Summary:

Each spit contained traces of the former pigsty in the form of mortar and broken brick etc. 
At 30cm the lower courses of the pigsty were encountered. Digging was concluded before 
the natural was reached.

The topsoil contained a few pieces of coal, slag, 19th century pottery and small fragments 
of clay pipe bowls. A large iron ‘L’ shaped object may be a rail spike. A sherd from the base
of a lead-glazed coarse earthenware dish was found. This is typical of kitchen or utilitarian 
ware found in this area from the late 17th century up until the late 19th century, most likely 
made at Wednesbury. A piece of industrial slip-ware (probably from a bowl made in north 
Staffordshire1) dating c1780-1830 was also found in the topsoil. Part of the handle of a 
Blackware mug was also found, dating from the 1600s or possibly late 1500s2. This 
asymmetric sherd has a mid-grey reduced fabric and was probably made in the West 
Midlands/Staffordshire region.

Spit 1 contained many badly degraded fragments of plain white/cream post medieval 
pottery and two pieces of industrial slipware: one with a chequer pattern and pale blue and
white glaze being the rim from a mug – the other having mid brown, blue and white colours
with a tiny spot of dark brown glaze, both from the late 18th to early 19th century.

It also produced single finds of Derbyshire cane ware (‘Yellow Ware’3), blast furnace slag, 
non-diagnostic slag and coal. Two fragments of Manganese mottled ware (c1700) found in
this spit were probably from one or more mugs. The spit yielded stoneware fragments from
four different objects. Two have typical ribbed decoration with honey-coloured Bristol glaze
and one is sprigged stoneware of probable mid-19th century date, most likely from the 
base of a small jar or pot. Five fragments of typical blue transferware plates etc were 
found.

Four sherds of typical Staffordshire slipware were found in Spit 1: two with brown trails on 
a yellow base (one with distinctive combed effect), and two with yellow trails on brown. 
Eight Blackware sherds of 3-4mm thickness were found but all appear to be from different 

1 Pers. Comm. David Barker, Medieval Pottery Research Group
2 Stephanie Ratkai, ditto
3 Not to be confused with the earlier Yellow Ware made at Wednesbury etc and contemporary with coarse 

earthenware

Left: A slipware mug with engine cut pattern. Middle: Method 
of production. Right: Sherd found in topsoil showing slip in 
recesses in fabric.



objects. Other finds included a sherd of coarse earthenware of late 17th-19th century date 
and a 9mm thick sherd of blackware, possibly from a large jug.

A thick piece of pale blue glass was discovered, being the base of a bottle of 40mm 
diameter with a deep kick, probably of late 19th century date. A clay pipe stem and the front
part of a bowl with spur attached were found. The double ring mark above the spur and the
style of leaf decoration indicates a date of manufacture between 1800 and 18604.

Spit 2 contained two large pieces (and many small fragments) from a six inch square tile – 
most likely from a Victorian fireplace. The brown border extends over the edge in places 
and the clear glaze covers almost all of the edges. It has ‘ENGLAND’ embossed on the 
ridged back and is 9mm (3/8”) thick. According to the present owner there had been at 
least two old fireplaces in the property.

A dozen bones were found in this spit, most of which are from birds5, some may be from 
leftovers fed to pigs when the sty was in use.

Two rim sherds of Derbyshire cane ware were unearthed, the finer one having a ‘P’ 
shaped rim, the other having a pie-crust edge, of late 19th or early 20th century date. Two 
pieces of coarse earthenware were found in Spit 2, one being from a wide-mouthed bowl 
or pancheon. Other finds included part of a stoneware marmalade or preserve jar and an 
18mm wide handle in Manganese Mottled Ware, probably from a large mug.

Spit 3 contained a similar number of animal bones to Spit 2 and a large (20cm) iron spike, 
similar to, but larger than, the object found in the topsoil. Fourteen pieces of the same 

4 Personal communication from Dr David Higgins, Chairman, National Pipe Archive
5 These include a synsacrum (bird bone) and tibiotarsus (drumstick) of an immature bird, possibly a chicken or 

pheasant. Information from Kevin MacDonald, ‘Archaeology in Britain’.

A simple tiled fireplace from the 
Victorian era

A tile of the same pattern as 
that found in Spit 2, set amongst
others known to come from 
Victorian fireplaces



bottle made from a thick dark green glass were found – most likely a champagne or similar
bottle of 20th century date. Part of the base of an amber coloured bottle was found. This 
has a figure ‘5’ embossed in a depression on the side of the bottle and a circular mark on 
the base, similar to a valve mark on some machine made bottles, although it is at the edge
rather than the centre.
The spit included several pieces of typical ‘willow pattern’ transferware and numerous 
fragments of plain white or cream china, porcelain etc. A sherd of badly abraded 
Staffordshire slipware, probably from a baking dish, with typical lazy ‘s’ shaped yellow trails
on brown and a pie-crust edge was found in this spit. A common type of copper alloy 
harness buckle with remains of an iron pin was also found. Two pieces of Blackware and 
two pieces of coarse earthenware all of late 17th or later date were recovered. One of the 
latter has been over-fired resulting in a grey colour in the outer part of the fabric; it has a 
maroon coloured slip on the exterior surface which seems to have been applied with a 
brush.

Spit 3 produced another piece of industrially-produced slipware with orange and brown 
colouring on a creamware base, again circa 1800.

The lack of any features to explain the confused chronology of finds shows that the ground
here has been considerably disturbed. Many of the ceramics, from the oldest to the most 
recent, appear to have been in soil that has been intensively cultivated, whether by digging
or ploughing. 

Despite the lack of archaeological context, the quantity and range of pottery finds seems to
indicate continuous habitation from the 17th century or perhaps a little earlier.

Excavators:
Lisa Williams & others 



[Test pit photographs not submitted]



Test Pit No. 6

Spit No. 0

Handle from Blackware mug, late 16 th to early 17th century

Test Pit No. 6

Spit No. 0

Fragment of industrial slipware, late 18 th to early 19th century



Test Pit No. 6

Spit No. 1

Base of sprigged stoneware object with examples of this type of ware

Test Pit No. 6

Spit No. 1

Bottle fragment in pale blue glass



Spit No. 1

Blackware sherds and probable coarse earthenware fragment from Spit 1

Test Pit No. 6

Spit No. 1

Fragment of coarse earthenware jug



Spit No. 1

Clay pipe bowl fragment with leaves or barley pattern

Test Pit No. 6

Spit No. 1

Industrial slipware showing depth of dark brown slip in cross section



Test Pit No. 6

Spit No. 1

Staffordshire Slipware sherds



Test Pit No. 6

Spit No. 2

Bones from Spit 2, the longest being about 100mm

Test Pit No. 6

Spit No. 2

Derbyshire cane ware (or ‘yellow ware’) rim sherds



Test Pit No. 6

Spit No. 2

Handle from a mug in Manganese mottled ware c1700

Test Pit No. 6

Spit No. 2

Major fragments from fireplace tile



Test Pit No. 6

Spit No. 2

Sherd from coarse earthenware bowl with prominent throwing groove, possibly adjacent to where to rim is formed



Test Pit No. 6

Spit No. 3

Creamware cup with slipware finish. Example sherd from similar documented type at right

Test Pit No. 6

Spit No. 3

Base of bottle in amber-coloured glass



Test Pit No. 6

Spit No. 3

Harness buckle



Test Pit No. 6

Spit No. 3

Seventeenth century coarseware



Test Pit No. 6

Spit No. 3

Typical transferware sherds from Spit 3

Test Pit No. 6

Spit No. 3

Stoneware fragment, possibly from a jug

Test Pit No. 6

Spit No. 3

Part of a baking dish, Staffordshire slipware c1700





Spits Summary

Spit No. Start (cm) End (cm)

0 (Topsoil) 10

1 10 21

2 21 30

3 30 41



Spit No Find Count
0 Pot - Blackware 1
0 Pot - Coarse Earthenware 1
0 Pot - Slipware (industrial) 1
0 Clay Pipe/Part 2
0 CBM - Floor Tile 1
0 Pot - Transferware 1
0 Pot - Post Medieval 2
0 Iron - nail 1
0 Iron - rail spike? 1
0 Slag - Blast Furnace 1
0 Coal 2
1 Pot - Coarse Earthenware 1
1 Pot - Blackware - jug? 1
1 Pot - Slipware 4
1 Pot - Blackware 8
1 Pot - Slipware industrial 2
1 Pot - Transferware 5
1 Glass - Bottle 1
1 Clay Pipe/Part 2
1 Other - Carbon rod? 1
1 Glass - Brown 1
1 Pot - Manganese Mottled Ware 2
1 Pot - Stoneware 4
1 Other - Milk glass 1
1 Other - modern tile 1
1 CBM - Other 1
1 Other - Plastic 1
1 Pot - Post Medieval Derbyshire cane ware 1
1 CBM - Floor Tile 1
1 Slag - Blast Furnace 1
1 Slag - Non-diagnostic 1
1 Pot - Post Medieval 11
1 Coal 1
1 Other - spark plug 1
2 Pot - Coarse Earthenware 2
2 Bone - animal 12
2 Pot - Stoneware 1
2 Pot - Manganese Mottled Ware 1
2 Pot - Post Medieval 8
2 Pot - Post Medieval Derbyshire cane ware 2
2 Slag - Non-diagnostic 1
2 CBM - Wall tile 1
2 Clay Pipe/Part 2
2 CBM - Other 1
2 CBM - Roof Tile 1
2 CBM - Salt glazed drainpipe 1
2 Clinker 1
2 CBM - Floor Tile 1
2 CBM - Fireplace tile 1



2 Coal 9
3 Pot - Blackware 2
3 Pot - Stoneware 1
3 Pot - Post Medieval blue on white 5
3 Pot - Coarse Earthenware 2
3 Pot - Post Medieval, Derbyshire cane ware 2
3 Pot - Post Medieval, scratch blue/ 1
3 Pot - Post Medieval 8
3 Copper/Alloy - harness buckle 1
3 Pot - Transferware 5
3 Pot - Slipware 1
3 Iron - spike? 1
3 Bone - animal 1
3 Clay Pipe/Part 2
3 Other - shotgun cartridge 2
3 Glass - Dark Green 3
3 Coal 2
3 Glass - Bottle, green 14
3 Glass - Bottle, amber 1
3 Bone - animal 9
3 Iron - spike? 1



Test Pit No:
7

Location:
13 Oakshaw Close (52.66256, -2.139339)

Location Description:
The dig was in the rear garden of a property on the Cinder Hill estate.



History:
Cinder Hill is thought to have derived its name from the slag heap associated with Coven 
Furnace which is thought to have stood near Saredon Brook, about 500m north of this test 
pit.

Comparison of the tithe map drawn up in the late 1830s, with maps from the end of the 
19th century, shows that fields on both sides of Cinder Hill Lane underwent consolidation 
and re-division in this period. The test pit was dug in what was once known as ‘Big Field’, 
near the north-west to south-east boundary which separated it from ‘Hill Leasow’. 

Test Pit 7, approximate location on c1900 map. The 
field boundary just north of the pit was created some 
time after c1840



Excavation Summary:
Soil in the upper spits was was light and sandy but it became much darker and somewhat 
damper towards the bottom of the pit. The south east corner of the test pit was more sandy
with some clay. No features of note appeared in any spit. There was no distinct 
stratification and finds indicate that the excavated ground has been disturbed, probably 
during building of the estate. There was less slag and charcoal than anticipated although 
the dig ended at 40cm depth which is probably above any remains of the slag heap – 
exploratory holes dug near the site of the furnace show that much slag remains in situ in 
that area at least.

A small amount of blast furnace slag and clinker was found in the topsoil along with a refill 
from a ‘Parker’ type pen. 

Spit one included a few pieces of modern glass, a couple of fragments of clay pipe bowl, 
some slag and charcoal. A rim sherd of porcelain found in this spit which has gilt applied 
over the glaze is probably from a cup. A piece of what appears to be mortar has a flat 
surface stained bright green, possibly from contact with copper. A 16mm thick body sherd 
of coarse earthenware, probably from a wide-mouthed dish known as a pancheon, was 
found in this spit. It has a very thin slip or wash on both surfaces, a typical dark brown lead
glaze on the interior and throwing grooves on the exterior surface. These dishes had 
various uses, including standing milk to allow it to separate. This is probably a product of 
the Wednesbury pottery industry, dating from the late 17th to 19th century. A 190mm long 
object made from twisted iron or steel with traces of a black coating was also found in Spit 
1. It has the appearance of a skewer or tent peg but has a ‘cylinder’ of corrosion products 
extending about 50mm from the end opposite the hook.

Part of a bluish industrial type brick was found in Spit 2. This is larger than an ordinary 
house-brick, quite crudely made and has possible evidence of soot on one face. Four 
pieces of clear glass were found in this spit but the vessel type could not be determined for
any of them. Two pieces of green stained mortar, clearly related to that in the previous spit,
were found in Spit 2.

Almost 20 small fragments of plain white post-medieval tableware, some possibly from the 
same object, and five sherds of transferware, were found in Spit 3. The same spit 
produced  three rim fragments: one from a ‘Derbyshire cane ware’ vessel of 19/20 th 
century date, one from a thin opaque glass bowl and another from a very thin (c. 2mm) 
rimmed object, possibly a cup. This latter sherd has a glassy dark brown lead glaze on 
both surfaces and a beaded rim with a diagonal pattern below on the external surface. The

Part of a pancheon recovered from an 
excavation at Warwick



fabric is uniform and greenish-grey in colour. It had some similarities to Blackware cups 
but is probably later in date.

Note: Photographs show the bottom of each spit rather than the top.

Excavators:
Jo Dungey, Andrew Dungey, Amelia Dungey



Test Pit No. 7

Top of Spit 1

(Top of Spit 1)

Test Pit No. 7

Top of Spit 2

(Top of Spit 2)



Test Pit No. 7

Top of Spit 3

(Top of Spit 3)

Test Pit No. 7

Top of Spit

Bottom of Test Pit 7



Test Pit No. 7

Section North

Test Pit No. 7

Section East



Test Pit No. 7

Section South

Test Pit No. 7

Section West



Test Pit No. 7

Spit No. 1

Coarse earthenware sherd, probably from a pancheon made in Wednesbury

Test Pit No. 7

Spit No. 3

Three rim fragments found in Spit 3, with detail of fabric of the small black sherd.



Spits Summary

Spit No. Start (cm) End (cm)

0 (Topsoil) 10

1 10 20

2 20 30

3 30 40



Finds Summary

Spit No Find Count
0 CBM - Brick 1
0 Other - Biro refill 1
0 Slag - Blast Furnace 2
0 Other - Clinker 2
1 Pot - Coarse Earthenware 1
1 Iron - tent peg or skewer 1
1 Pot - Post Medieval (porcelain) 1
1 Mortar? 1
1 Slag - Blast Furnace 1
1 Slag - Non-diagnostic 3
1 CBM - Other 1
1 Charcoal 1
1 Glass - Clear 2
1 Clay Pipe/Part 2
2 Pot - Coarse Earthenware 1
2 Mortar? 2
2 Pot - Stoneware 1
2 Pot - Post Medieval 2
2 CBM - industrial type blue brick 1
2 Glass - Clear 4
2 Charcoal 2
2 CBM - Other 4
2 Slag - Blast Furnace 2
2 Slag - Non-diagnostic 1
3 Pot - Post Medieval 20
3 Glass - rim sherd 1
3 CBM - Other 5
3 Clay Pipe/Part 2
3 Slag - Non-diagnostic 1
3 Other - Clinker 1
3 Slag - Blast Furnace 2
3 Glass - Window 2



Test Pit No:
8

Location:
2 Cinder Hill Lane (52.66141944, -2.13954722)

Location Description:
Test Pit 8 was dug in the garden of a house built around 1966.



History:
The property lies near the southern end of Cinder Hill Lane. The area of Cinder Hill derives
its name from the slag heap associated with ‘Coven Furnace’, a blast furnace which 
operated between about 1620 and 1680. The furnace itself is believed to have stood about
600 meters north of the test pit site, beside Saredon Brook. Waste from the furnace and 
the associated forges is ubiquitous in fields and gardens around Coven.

A building is shown nearby on Yates’ map of 1775 but this may be the range of cottages 
which still stand at Lower Green, at the junction of Brewood Road and Cinder Hill Lane.

The present day house stands in the south west corner of a field known as ‘Little Field’ in 
the late 1830s (plot 1277 on the original tithe map, erroneously transcribed as 1177 on the 
Diocesan copy shown below). At that time, the field was owned by Henry Richards with 
locksmith Joseph Lloyd as tenant. The nearby plots numbered 1276 and 1277 on the Tithe
map are described as a ‘house garden and shop’ owned by Edward Monckton; Robert 
James was the tenant. Plot 1279 was a house and garden occupied by William Purcell (or 
Pursall) another locksmith.

The area at the time of the Tithe Commutation 
Act of 1836



Occupants in the immediate area listed on the 1841 census



Excavation Summary:
The soil was of fine consistency and of greyish-brown colour throughout. At around 35cm a
number of house-bricks, a breeze-block and a piece of concrete were uncovered in the 
southern half of the pit, creating a number of voids. It was only possible to excavate the 
northern half of the pit thereafter. Further excavation revealed this to be a possible soak-
away, with a pipe entering the north-east corner of the test pit from a neighbouring 
property calling a halt to the dig at around 45cm depth.

An orange juice bottle marked ‘Midland Counties Dairy’ was found in the soak-away; 
according to a former employee, since the bottle was 405g in weight, it was most likely 
made before 1960. This and other modern material in the lower spits indicates that the 
ground has been considerably disturbed and that the finds are not stratified. Nevertheless, 
they probably represent domestic activity in the locality with the earliest material likely to  
date from the second half of the 17th century.

A piece of Manganese Mottled Ware was found in the topsoil, immediately after removing 
the turf. This ware was being made in the county when Dr Plot was collecting information 
for his ‘Natural History of Staffordshire’ in 1677. He describes the process as follows:

“The lead ore, 'Smithum' is galena When the Potter has wrought the clay either into 
hollow or flat ware, they are set abroad to dry in fair weather, but by the fire in foule, 
turning them as they see occasion, which they call whaving: when they are dry they 
stouk them, i.e. put Ears and Handles to such Vessels as require them: These also being 
dry, they then Slip or paint them with their severall sorts of Slip, according as they 
designe their work, when the first Slip is dry, laying on the others at their leasure, the 
Orange Slip makeing the ground, and the white and red, the paint; which two colours 
they break with a wire brush, much after the manner they doe when they marble paper, 
and then cloud them with a pensil when they are pretty dry. After the vessels are 
painted, they lead them, with that sort of Lead-Ore they cal Smithum, which is the 
smallest Ore of all, beaten into dust, finely sifted and strewed upon them; which gives 
them the gloss, but not the colour; all the colours being cheifly given by the variety of 
Slips, except the Motley-clour, which is procured by blending the Lead with 
Manganese, by the Workmen call'd Magnus. But when they have a mind to shew the 
utmost of their skill in giving their wares a fairer gloss than ordinary, they lead them 
then with lead calcined into powder, which they also sift fine and strew upon them as 
before, which not only gives them a higher gloss, but goes much further too in their 
work, than Lead-Ore would have done.”

A Manganese Mottled Ware mug



Spit 1 produced a body and handle sherd from a multi-handle Blackware cup dating from 
the 17th century. These mugs may have had additional larger handles or been held 
between thumb and forefinger, with the tip of the finger in the small handle. The base of a 
Blackware mug of similar period was found in the same spit, being a well-known type with 
a distinctive pedestal base, and a number of other Blackware or lead glazed coarse 
earthenware sherds were also found in Spit 1. 

The same spit produced part of the base of a Manganese Mottled Ware dish or bowl with 
the base being around 10cm diameter. A piece of limestone, probably associated with slag 
from Coven Furnace was found, the upper surface having been melted or thinly coated 
with slag. A small fossilised shell is visible in the lower part.

A fragment of Staffordshire Slipware with a scalloped edge, probably from a plate or 
flanged dish was also recovered from Spit 1. This has typical brown trailed slip on a yellow
background. The diameter is difficult to measure from the sherd but is probably in the 
region of 30cm.

Part of the rim from a lead-glazed course earthenware dish of around 32cm diameter was 
found in Spit 2. A purplish slip covers the upper surface and terminates underneath the lip 
of the rim. The underside has a reddish ‘wash’. The upper surface of the rim was unglazed
but does have an accidental splash or dribble of glaze near the periphery.

A sherd from Spit 2 appears to have come from just above the base of a Manganese 
Mottled Ware bowl. It appears mid-brown on the outside and a lighter yellow mottle inside.

Spit 2 produced a large fragment from a Staffordshire Slipware dish. The object has typical
grown trailed decoration on a yellow background. The underside has a thin sandy orange 
slip or wash, a blackened area and a splash of glaze. The base would have been in the 
region of 20cm in diameter.

A small fragment of Westerwald Stoneware was found in Spit 2. This is almost certainly 
from a pewter-mounted ‘Birnbauchkrug’ (pear shaped jug) made around 1700. The 
example beside the fragment shows various city views of Koln.

Finds from Spit 3 included several pieces of 19th or 20th century transferware and china, 
two clay pipe stems and a few nondescript sherds of lead glazed coarse earthenware.

Base fragments from two stoneware vessels were found in Spit 4, one being a typical early
20th century marmalade pot.

A tableware sherd of just over 3mm thickness came from Spit 4. The type of ware isn’t 
obvious; the fabric has the appearance of Midlands Purple although it has a few larger 
creamy inclusions. The glaze is uniform and a silvery-purple in colour. It may be Blackware
with firing slightly off.  

Given the location of the test pit (on Cinder Hill) it is somewhat surprising that more slag 
was not found. However, none of the finds can be definitively dated to before c1680, when 
Coven Furnace ceased production, and since the natural was not reached, it seems quite 
possible that remains of the slag heap are at a greater depth.

Excavators:
Jan Francis, Maurice Francis, Linda Tomkins, Peter Tomkins



Test Pit No. 8

Top of Spit 1

Test Pit No. 8

Top of Spit 2



Test Pit No. 8

Top of Spit 3

Voids in southern half of test pit, possibly a soak-away

Test Pit No. 8

Top of Spit 4



Test Pit No. 8

Top of Spit Bottom



Test Pit No. 8

Section North

Test Pit No. 8

Section East

East section showing drain leading to possible soak-away



Test Pit No. 8

Section South

Test Pit No. 8

Section West



Spit No. 0 (Topsoil)

Manganese Mottled Ware c 1670-1720

Test Pit No. 8

Spit No. 1

Handle fragment from 17 th century Blackware cup or mug



Test Pit No. 8

Spit No. 1

Blackware mug, 17th century

Test Pit No. 8

Spit No. 1

Blackware sherds



Test Pit No. 8

Spit No. 1

Manganese Mottled Ware dish or bowl

Test Pit No. 8

Spit No. 1

Burnt limestone with fossilised shell



Test Pit No. 8

Spit No. 1

Staffordshire slipware

Test Pit No. 8

Spit No. 2

Sherd from coarse earthenware dish



Test Pit No. 8

Spit No. 2

Fragment of Manganese Mottled Ware

Test Pit No. 8

Spit No. 2

Staffordshire Slipware dish fragment



Test Pit No. 8

Spit No. 4

Midlands Purple or Blackware sherd

Test Pit No. 8

Spit No. 2

Westerwald Stoneware fragment and complete example



Spits Summary

Spit No. Start (cm) End (cm)

0 (Topsoil) 8

1 8 19

2 19 26

3 26 35

4 35 45



Finds Summary

Spit No Find Count
0 Pot - Manganese Mottled Ware 1
0 Pot - Post Medieval 2
0 CBM - Floor Tile 1
0 CBM - Other 5
0 Glass - Clear 1
0 Charcoal 1
0 Coal 3
0 Iron nail 2
0 Slag - Non-diagnostic 11
0 Slag - Blast Furnace 9
1 Pot - Coarse Earthenware 2
1 Pot - Blackware multi-handle cup or mug 1
1 Pot - Blackware mug 1
1 Pot - Slip-coated ware 3
1 Pot - Manganese Mottled Ware? 1
1 Pot - Coarse Earthenware 3
1 Pot - Slipware 1
1 Pot - Post Medieval (yellow) 1
1 Pot - Manganese Mottled Ware 2
1 Pot - Post Medieval (white) 4
1 Clay Pipe/Part 2
1 CBM - Floor Tile 3
1 CBM - Other 1
1 CBM - Floor Tile (white glaze) 1
1 Coke? 1
1 Iron nails 2
1 Slag - Blast furnace with limestone fossil 1
1 Slag - Blast Furnace 4
1 Glass - Pale Green 1
1 Glass - Dark Green 2
1 Glass - Window 3
1 Glass - Clear 3
2 Pot - Coarse Earthenware with slip coat 1
2 Pot - Slipware 1
2 Pot - Stoneware 1
2 Pot - Manganese Mottled Ware 1
2 CBM - Other drain pipe 1
2 Pot - Post Medieval 4
2 Glass purple 1
2 Glass - Pale Green 2
2 Glass - Window 1
2 Clay Pipe/Part 2
2 Charcoal 3
2 Coal 2
2 CBM - Floor Tile 1
2 Iron nail 1
2 Slag - Blast Furnace 12



3 Pot - Coarse Earthenware 1
3 Pot - Blackware 2
3 Pot - Manganese Mottled Ware? 1
3 Clay Pipe/Part 2
3 Pot - Spongeware? 1
3 Pot - Post Medieval 3
3 Pot - Transferware 3
3 Coal 1
3 Lead 1
3 CBM - Other drain pipe 1
3 Slag - Blast Furnace 1
3 Glass - Window 6
4 Pot - Post Medieval, Midlands Purple? 1
4 Pot - Stoneware marmalade jar 1
4 Pot - Post Medieval 3
4 Clay Pipe/Part 2
4 Slag - Blast Furnace 2
4 Pot - Stoneware 1



Test Pit No:
9

Location:
29 Church Lane (52.6579,-2.130983)

Location Description:

TP9 was excavated in the rear garden of a house on Church Lane.



History:
The garden where the test pit was dug belongs to a house built around 1965 in what was 
formerly the eastern side of the vicarage garden. Before the church and vicarage were 
built in the 1850s, this land was part of ‘Upper Cow Pasture’ (tithe index 1202).

When the house was extended, an intact soft-water cistern that had served the vicarage 
was discovered. It seems likely that the path at the rear of the vicarage, running to the 
eastern wall of the grounds was laid to give access to the pump.

Approximate position of test pit (red), cistern (green) and 
possible dump (green) marked on 1884 OS map

Approximate position of test pit shown on tithe map of
c1840



A number of stray finds of 19th century or later date have been made in the garden in 
recent years; these include a large iron key and bottles etc. from what may have been a 
refuse pit in the north east corner of the vicarage garden, a location which was also near a 
garden path.

Rainwater cistern revealed during building
works



Excavation Summary:

As with other garden test pits, there seems to have been disturbance of the soil to a 
considerable depth, with more recent finds below older but no evidence of a feature such 
as a filled ditch which would account for this arrangement. It’s possible that older finds 
have been brought nearer the surface and more modern finds buried deeper by excavation
for the cistern, construction of the vicarage and the 20th century house and subsequent 
landscaping. 

The natural may have been reached at around 75cm from which point the soil became 
progressively heavier with clay and stones and no further finds were made.

Slag from iron-smelting, charcoal and pieces of ceramic building material were found 
amongst the topsoil.

A fragment from the rim of a fine Blackware cup was found in Spit 1. This type of tableware
was made in Staffordshire and was popular between the late 1600s and early 1700s.

The same spit produced a 10mm thick sherd which may be from a late-medieval wide 
mouthed bowl1. The object has a light sandy fabric with a distinct orange-red core. It has a 
throwing mark where the rim was formed.

A few pieces of 19th century pottery and fragments of glass came from Spit 1 but slag and 
charcoal were the most common finds.

Slag, brick, coal, charcoal, sherds of Victorian tableware and pieces of glass were most 
commonly encountered in Spit 2. However a few more interesting sherds of pottery were 
found: a 5-6mm thick piece of Midlands Purple ware (c1400-1700) and part of the rim of a 
cup or mug in Manganese Mottled Ware – probably made in Staffordshire around 1680-
1720. 

What seems to be part of a faceted Blackware cup was found in Spit 3. This tightly curved 
fragment probably comes from just above the base of the vessel2. In Staffordshire, this 
type of cup with two, three or more handles was known as a ‘tyg’ and were sometimes 
described as ‘loving’ or ‘parting’ cups.

A piece of pottery with a sandy fabric was found in Spit 3. This 5-6mm thick sherd seems 
to have a partially broken frill perpendicular to the wall of the vessel. It has traces of a dark
grey or black substance on the frill and three pieces of a creamy white material in the 
angle, possibly shell. Since the black ‘coating’ seems to extend over the broken parts and 
very little curvature can be detected in this fragment, identification as a frilled-base 
medieval jug has to be speculative.

Three fragments from the same mulberry ‘Transferware’ plate were found in Spit 4. Less 
common than the blue and white ‘Willow Pattern’, this object would have been made at 
some time after 1825.

1  Pers. comm. Stephanie Ratkai, Medieval Pottery Research Group
2 Jeff Speakman, ditto



A number of clay pipe stems and tiny pieces of bowl were found during the excavation. 
None had any distinctive features or markings although there was some variation in stem 
bore size.

With the exception of some window glass, it was not possible to identify the types of object
from which any of the other glass came although some were noticeably curved.

The finds of slag related to iron smelting were interesting insofar as it was mostly non-
diagnostic material with only one piece of typical vitreous green blast furnace slag. One 
find appears to be tap slag from a bloomery furnace or possibly a finery forge.

Excavators:
Dave Gould, Andrea Kear

Blackware cups, described as 'ancient', illustrated in a book of 1877



Test Pit No. 9

Top of Spit 1

Test Pit No. 9

Top of Spit 2



Test Pit No. 9

Top of Spit 3

Test Pit No. 9

Top of Spit 4



Test Pit No. 9

Top of Spit 5

(Sondage 1)

Test Pit No. 9

Top of Spit 6

(Sondage 2)



Test Pit No. 9

Section North

Test Pit No. 9

Section East



Test Pit No. 9

Section West

Test Pit No. 9

Section South



Test Pit No. 9

Spit No. 1

Blackware cup, rim sherd

Test Pit No. 9

Spit No. 1

Late medieval rim fragment



Test Pit No. 9

Spit No. 2

Vessel body fragment in Midlands Purple ware.

Test Pit No. 9

Spit No. 2

Rim fragment of cup or mug, Manganese Mottled Ware.



Test Pit No. 9

Spit No. 3

Part of a faceted Blackware ‘tyg’

Test Pit No. 9

Spit No. 3

Possible sherd from jug with a frilled base



Test Pit No. 9

Spit No. 4

Fragments of a Victorian era plate



Spits Summary

Spit No. Start (cm) End (cm)

0 (Topsoil) 5

1 5 10

2 10 22

3 22 33

4 33 55

5 (sondage 1) 55 75

6 (sondage 2) 75 95



Spit No Find Count
0 Pot - Uncertain, flower pot? 1
0 Glass - Clear 1
0 Pot - Post Medieval 1
0 Slag - Non-diagnostic 4
0 CBM - Other 3
0 Charcoal 2
0 Coal 1
1 Pot - Late medieval 1
1 Pot - Post Medieval 3
1 Pot - Blackware 1
1 Iron, nail? 1
1 Pot - Transferware 1
1 Glass - Clear 1
1 CBM - Other 2
1 Slate 1
1 Glass - Pale Green 1
1 Charcoal 6
1 Coal 2
1 Slag - Non-diagnostic 14
2 Pot - Uncertain 1
2 Pot - Midlands Purple 1
2 Pot - Post Medieval 5
2 Pot - Manganese Mottled Ware 1
2 Glass - Clear 4
2 Glass - Pale Green 1
2 Iron 1
2 Coke? 2
2 Slate 1
2 Clay Pipe/Part 1
2 CBM - Other 6
2 CBM - Tile 1
2 Coal 6
2 Charcoal 7
2 Slag - Non-diagnostic 10
2 Slag - Blast Furnace 1
3 Pot - Medieval? (sandy shelly, frilled base?) 1
3 Pot - Blackware, probable cup 1
3 Pot - Blackware, cup 1
3 Iron 1
3 Clinker 1
3 Slag - Tap 1
3 Slag - Non-diagnostic 2
3 Pot - Post Medieval 2
3 Charcoal 14
3 CBM - Brick 1
3 Glass - Clear 2
3 CBM - Other 4
4 Pot - Post Medieval 4
4 Pot - Transferware (all from same plate) 3
4 CBM - Brick 1
4 Pot - Post Medieval (flowerpot?) 1
4 Slag  - Clinker 1
4 Glass - Opaque 1
4 Charcoal 4
4 Slag - Non-diagnostic 1
4 Coal 3



Test Pit No:
10

Location:
GPS 52.66554421, -2.13418161 (~5m accuracy)
‘What Three Words’ address: composers.even.learns (~3m accuracy)

Location Description:
Coven Park, School Lane



History:
This test pit was dug in an area once known as ‘Standeford Green, in what was called 
‘Field Opposite Duncomb’s’ when the parish tithe map was drawn up. Presumably 
Duncomb1 lived in the cottage (or its predecessor) on the opposite side of School Lane 
north west of the test pit. The cottage almost due north of the test pit (rebuilt during the last
20 years) does not appear on the tithe map. Duncomb’s cottage is probably of 18 th century
date but conceivably earlier; this and other cottages which once stood in the vicinity are 
close to what may have been the site of Coven Furnace.

There is no evidence of habitation or building at the test pit site on any available map and 
nothing of note is visible on any Lidar plot. The field and that to the west became Coven 
Park in the 1960s.

1 The name may be a corruption of Duncalfe which appears in the parish registers from the 17th century.

Approximate test pit location (green) and what may have been Duncomb's cottage (red)



Excavation Summary:

As expected, lying near to a football pitch, the top 25 centimetres of soil was found to be 
well compressed but beyond this depth the soil became progressively easier to dig. The 
soil itself was very fine and sandy and a Mr Wright who lives nearby told us that he 
recalled the field being used to grow carrots in the middle decades of the 20 th century.

Even beyond what might have been the depth of the plough, the soil continued to be easy 
to dig, dry and with very little clay. It seemed clear that some sort of landscaping had taken
place as there was no stratification in any section and the sparse finds were not in any 
chronological sequence – modern glass, tiny fragments of plastic and small sherds of 
typical 19th/20th century ceramics, abundant charcoal, coal and a small amount of iron 
slag were found throughout the excavation. A fragment of bone, probably a metatarsal 
from a sheep or small deer was found. The small size and poor condition of the sherds 
show that the soil had been thoroughly cultivated or otherwise worked.

A prominent arcing feature having the appearance of a filled ditch was encountered at 
around 40cm in the north half of the test pit although the shape degenerated in the eastern
half of the pit. In addition, a sandy orange outline in the north east corner seemed to 
indicate where an object with a rectangular cross-section had been in an upright position.

From around 40cm, a hollow sound indicated that there was a void below. The arcing 
feature became less clear as the dig progressed to the bottom of the pit at 55cm. A 
sondage was excavated in the northern half of the test pit and then a second in the NW 
quadrant to investigate the apparent void. At 95cm a field drain running east-west (across 
the gradient) was discovered. The homogenous and uncompacted soil encountered 
above, the lack of any stratification and the jumbled chronology of finds was almost 
certainly a combination of drain-laying and landscaping when the park was formed in the 
1960s.

None of the sections or finds were deemed worthy of photographing or otherwise 
recording with the exception of entering counts in the finds database. Small fragments of 
charcoal were too numerous to process and are omitted.

Inner edge of curving dark feature suggestive of a fill



Excavators:

Rob Bradley-Richards, Paul Robinson, James Cox, Clive Westwood



Test Pit No. 10

Top of Spit 1

Test Pit No. 10

Top of Spit 2



Test Pit No. 10

Top of Spit 3

Test Pit No. 10

Top of Spit 4

Top of Spit 4, showing dark curved feature in northern third. The rectangular feature in the NE corner had an orange 
sandy outline and a creamy-yellow sandy fill.



Test Pit No. 10

Top of Spit

Sondages revealing field drain in NW quadrant



Spits Summary

Spit No. Start (cm) End (cm)

0 (Topsoil) 20

1 20 25

2 25 30

3 30 40

4 40 55

North Sondage 55 70

NW Sondage 70 90



Finds Summary

TP No Spit No Find Count

10 0 Limestone with black slag adhering 7

10 0 Glass - Dark Purple 1

10 0 Glass - Dark Green 1

10 0 Slag - Non-diagnostic 17

10 0 Pot - Post Medieval (white china or porcelain) 3

10 0 Glass - Clear (modern) 3

10 0 Coal 1

10 0 Slag - Blast Furnace 4

10 0 CBM - Brick 4

10 1 Glass - Clear (modern) 5

10 1 Pot - Fine Black Earthenware 1

10 1 Pot - Post Medieval (white china or porcelain) 2

10 1 Coke 1

10 1 Coal 6

10 1 Limestone with black slag adhering 7

10 1 Clay Pipe/Part 1

10 1 Slag - Non-diagnostic 4

10 1 Slag - Blast Furnace 1

10 1 CBM - Brick 4

10 2 Bone 1

10 2 Coal 5

10 2 Coke 4

10 2 Glass - Clear (modern) 8

10 2 Limestone with black slag adhering 3

10 2 Pot - Coarse Earthenware 1

10 2 Slag - Non-diagnostic 3

10 2 Slag - Blast Furnace 1

10 2 Glass - White 1

10 2 Pot - Post Medieval (white china or porcelain) 4

10 2 Clay Pipe/Part 1

10 3 Glass - Pale Green 1

10 3 Glass - Clear 3

10 3 CBM - Brick 3

10 3 Pot - Transferware 1

10 3 Pot - Post Medieval (white china or porcelain) 5

10 4 Pot - Coarse Earthenware 1

10 4 Glass - Clear (one melted) 3



10 4 Pot - Stoneware (salt glazed field drain flanged end) 1

10 4 Pot - Post Medieval 9

10 4 CBM - Industrial blue tile 1

10 4 CBM - Other 5



Test Pit No:
11

Location:
GPS 52.65759653, -2.14122823
‘What Three Words’ address: modes.mild.zones (3m grid reference)

Location Description:
Refer to Test Pit No. 1.

History:
Refer to Test Pit No. 1.



Excavation Summary:

The objective was to reopen and extend Test Pit No. 1 to discover more about the wooden 
object or structure found during that excavation. Being in the middle of a field with no 
convenient reference point or benchmark, we used basic triangulation, photographs and 
pacing out from the earlier dig to estimate the position. Consumer-standard 5m accuracy 
GPS was of little use but the newer 3m grid from ‘What Three Words’ has been used to 
identify the ‘address’ of the new test pit for future reference.

After removing turf and a small amount of topsoil, two spits were dug; the first to just above
the expected level of the wooden object and the second to the bottom of the object. The pit
was then extended by 30cm to the east and 45cm to the south, the final dimensions being 
130cm x 145cm.

There were no discernible features in the top of Spit 1 except for traces of Test Pit 1 which 
overlapped from the south eastern corner, occupying perhaps 2/3 of the new pit.

Finds from Spit 1 included 15 pieces of blast furnace slag and the same number of non-
diagnostic fragments, over 20 pieces of coal and 14 charcoal. There were tens (but 
uncounted) small fragments of slag, coal and charcoal. Two pieces of slag were of the 
same unusual sub-spheroidal form noticed in the other test pits at The Bront; they have a 
rusty surface, are very light in weight but not easily broken.

A rim sherd of green spongeware(?) or transferware, a plain white fragment and a brown 
on white trailed sherd were the only finds of pottery, all probably 19th century or later. Three
very small and thin fragments of glass were found but all were too small to identify the 
vessel or other object from which they came. Part of a modern cigarette lighter, a 1990s 
10p coin and a chewing gum wrapper were found nearest the surface.

The top of spit 2 revealed a piece of ceramic building material, identified as a malthouse 
drying floor tile once excavated. The tile is unglazed and approximately 3/4” (19mm) thick. 
It has one intact edge but the size of the original tile cannot be determined. The edge of 
one of the air holes is 3/8” (9mm) from the edge of the tile, suggesting a supporting beam 
or bar with a width of around 3/4” (19mm). The significance of the tile will be discussed 
below.

Finds from Spit 2 were extremely sparse, partly because 2/3 of the pit had already been 
sieved during the excavation of Test Pit No. 1. They included 2 pieces each of blast 
furnace slag, non-diagnostic slag, coal and charcoal. However, a wooden dowel having a 
diameter of 1/2” (13mm) was found and what may be a badly decayed second dowel was 
also recovered. It may be that the dowel was originally slightly smaller in diameter since it 
is completely waterlogged.

Spit 3 was not excavated in order to support the timbers and because it was too wet to dig.
The top of Spit 3 was therefore the bottom of the test pit.

The eastern extension to the pit was excavated as a single spit, numbered as Spit 4 in the 
database. Finds included two sherds of post-Medieval pottery, one being the bottom of a 
plain white jug or bowl, the other being a piece of the same brown and white trailed pattern
found in Spit 1. Both are probably 19th century or later. The only other finds were a few 
pieces of blast furnace slag, non-diagnostic slag and charcoal and a single flat piece of 
clear glass.



The southern extension was similarly excavated as a single spit, numbered as Spit 5 in the
database. Only two objects were found; a piece of clear flat glass and a piece of coal.

Two unstratified finds were discovered in the spoil when backfilling the test pit; a fragment 
of mid-green glass, probably from a the side of a bottle having an indentation and a sherd 
of unglazed orange earthenware which is curved in two directions, with faint throwing-rings
visible inside and three fingermarks on the outside. It has a thickness of 4mm and may be 
from a jug or jar. These unstratified objects do not appear in the database.

As with other test pits at The Bront, there was a lack of features in any spit or section and 
for this reason sections were not recorded. The ground consists of around 20cm of silty 
topsoil followed by silt mixed with increasing amounts of clay. No definite bands of clay 
were observed in any section – such features were seen in Test Pit No. 2, a few metres 
away, although at a greater depth.

As we hoped, more of the wooden object was uncovered, including what appeared to be 
traces of other cross-members. Another long piece of timber of similar size and orientation 
to the two main lengths was found in the south-eastern corner of the test pit. Fragments of 
decayed wood were found in the spaces between the timbers and pieces (possibly more 
cross-members) were visible in the floor of the test pit but the wetness of the clay made it 
difficult to clean and photograph these. The timber is in a delicate condition and for this 
reason all of the clay adhering was not removed; the timbers in the photographs therefore 
look thicker than they actually are. They are in the region of ¾ to 1 inch (19-25mm) wide 
and around 6 inches (150mm) deep.

The find of a malthouse drying floor tile above the timbers may be significant; as it could 
indicate that the timbers were originally part of a malthouse drying floor that has been 
broken and distorted.

The short cross-member seems to indicate a centre-to-centre distance between the long 
timbers of about  8” (200mm) which is consistent with early tile sizes. The tile is of type 3C 
(see Peter Crew’s ‘A catalogue of perforated tiles from grain drying kilns and malt kilns’ 
20031) with alternating rows of holes, each having three smaller perforations. The type and
thickness of around 3/4” suggests an earlier type - later tiles being anything up to 2” thick. 

Such tiles were probably made locally as required and this tile could have been made at 
one of the brickyards around Coven. Study of the holes and perforations suggest that they 
may have been made with two tools, one to create a blind hole and another to form the 
three smaller perforations. The larger holes have a series of lengthways ridges suggesting 
a fluted tool was used. However, these ridges are only around 1mm wide which would 
necessitate a finely made tool. Paul Robinson has suggested that a dried stem from a 
bulrush could have been used since it is of similar diameter and would impart the same 
pattern to the hole. Bulrushes can be found today in the marshy ground immediately 
beside the former brickyard at Light Ash for example.

The distance between the intact edge of the tile and the nearest air hole is about 3/8” 
(9mm) which would indicate a supporting beam between ¾” and 1” (19mm and 25mm) 
which fits with the width of the timbers discovered. The dowel discovered in Spit 2 is 
consistent with these dimensions.

1 Currently under revision, the tile will be included in the final version of the catalogue.



According to Historic England’s 'STRATEGY FOR THE HISTORIC INDUSTRIAL 
ENVIRONMENT REPORT No.1 MALTINGS IN ENGLAND' :

"At the beginning of the [19th] century most malthouses were of fairly simple construction, 
their load bearing walls built of preferred local materials, wooden floors covered in an 
impermeable material such as plaster screed or later tiles and carried on wooden joists 
and beams perhaps supported by wooden storey posts."

There were a number of people engaged in malting in and around Coven in the 1800s: at 
Standeford Mill, at Paradise and at the malthouse beside The Beeches in the village 
centre. The Beeches dates from the last quarter of the 18th century and a map of 1808 
shows that the malthouse was standing at that time.

On the 1851 census, William Hughes, landlord of the Rainbow Inn, also gave his 
occupation as a maltster and had a journeyman assistant engaged in the same work. It 
seems highly likely that Hughes was using the Beeches malthouse which stood directly 
across the street from the Rainbow (no other suitably sized building is shown at the 
Rainbow on that map). 

By the early 20th century, the Rainbow was selling commercially brewed beer (Harper’s 
Ales & Stouts) so the malthouse had probably fallen out of use by then. It’s possible that 
the drying floor was removed and disposed of in ‘The Rough Meadow’ (what is now known
as The Bront) to enable the building to be used for other purposes.

Rainbow Inn, 1851 census



The Rainbow Inn at left and the tall malthouse building at right. According to 
Robert Jones, a lifelong Coven resident, steps on the outside of the malthouse 
lead to a door about 8 - 10 ft above ground level. 



The lack of other building materials, such as roof tiles, brick, plaster, stone etc suggests 
that the floor has not simply fallen but has been deposited here. The presence of a single 
broken tile may simply be coincidence (although complete tiles may have been saved and 
used for other purposes) but the timbers do have the appearance of a broken and 
distorted ‘framework’ of the correct dimensions to accommodate a tiled malthouse floor.

The 2011 Journal of the Gloucestershire Society for Industrial Archaeology pages 19-32 
includes a description of early tiles in that county. The earliest ’multi-hole’ types mentioned 
have four small holes and date from the late 17th century. There are also stone-built drying 
floors dating from this period. It is therefore conceivable that the floor (if that is what it is) 
and tile found in this test pit are earlier than The Beeches.

An alternative suggestion for use of the timber in situ is as a framework for water retting 
flax; the proximity of the river would be ideal and flax is known to have been grown in the 
village – it is mentioned in an inventory attached to Henry Richards’ will of 1672. However, 
the small ‘cell size’ of the wooden grid probably mitigates against this.

Being on publicly accessible Parish Council owned land, the test pit had to be backfilled on
the same day. As a result there was insufficient time to carry out more detailed 
investigation or draw plans etc.

Stone 'grid' from malthouse at Chipping Camden with tiles ready 
to be laid at right. The bearers are supported on stone or brick 
pillars and are chamfered at the top edge to allow airflow to the 
holes at the tile edges.



Map of 1808 showing the Rainbow (red), malthouse (green) and 
approximate test pit location in ‘The Rough Meadow’, about 400m 
distant.



Malthouse drying floor tile, upper surface, showing 3-hole pattern and 
original edge at left.

Lower surface with irregular holes indicating hand-made production.



Lengthwise striations are visible in the larger holes of the tile.

The mouth of each large hole has been marked by 
the tool used to create the three small 
perforations.



At right, showing the approximate position of the timbers when straightened (green lines). The 
yellow arrows indicate parts of or intact cross-members - that at bottom right may be slightly 
dislodged (towards the camera), appearing as a bulge atop the timber.  If that timber was 
straightened this bulge would align with the extant cross member as per the lower red line. A long 
timber may be completely missing between the two at right. The trowel is 8.5” long.

Viewed from the east. The broken and missing timber at top may be related to damage on the bearer
arrowed at the bottom. The bulge on top of the timber below the trowel handle may be a dislodged 
cross-member, perhaps a part of the one remaining attached just above centre



Traces of cross members in northern half of test pit.

Cross member in NE quadrant



Excavators:

Andrea Kear, Dave Gould, Terrie Skitt, Tom Fellows, Martin Holland, Jan Holland, Paul 
Robinson, James Cox, Derek Thom, Helen Harwood, Adrian Smith, Carson Smith, Sue 
Foster



Test Pit No. 11

Top of Spit 1

Test Pit No. 11

Top of Spit 2

The drying floor tile in situ at top right. The outline of the original test pit more than fills the lower right quadrant.



Spits Summary

Spit No. Start (cm) End (cm)

0 (Topsoil) 10

1 10 20

2 20 44

3 Bottom of Test Pit Bottom of Test Pit

4 Eastern Extension 10 44

5 Southern Extension 10 44



Finds Summary

TP No Spit No Find Count

11 1 Glass - Frosted 1

11 1 Glass - Pale Green 1

11 1 Glass - Clear 1

11 1 Pot - Post Medieval 3

11 1 CBM - Other 3

11 1 Coal 24

11 1 Charcoal 14

11 1 Slag - Blast Furnace 15

11 1 Slag - Non-diagnostic 15

11 2 Wooden dowel 1

11 2 Coal 2

11 2 Charcoal 2

11 2 Slag - Blast Furnace 2

11 2 Slag - Non-diagnostic 2

11 2 CBM - Malthouse Drying Floor Tile 1

11 4 Glass - Clear 1

11 4 Slag - Non-diagnostic 1

11 4 Charcoal 1

11 4 Pot - Post Medieval 2

11 4 Slag - Blast Furnace 5

11 5 Coal 1

11 5 Glass - Clear 1



Test Pit No:
12

Location:
GPS 52.66447536, -2.13425463 (5m accuracy), What 3 Words  peanut guilty hurray (3m 
accuracy)

Location Description:
Coven Park, School Lane

History:
Refer to Test Pit 10 for details

Excavation Summary:
The first 30cm excavated was uniform sandy topsoil with pebbles ranging in size up to 
100mm. There were many small specks of charcoal present throughout the upper spits but
few larger pieces. There was no coal, very little slag and only a few pieces of slate and 
brick.

The fact that all finds were severely fragmented seems to confirm that his was plough-soil 
in the past. Encountering natural at what would have been the reach of the plough 
reinforces this theory as does the disturbed chronology of finds: the oldest piece of pot 
was found in Spit 1 above many later fragments.

The natural appeared to have been reached at around 50cm but a shallow sondage was 
dug in the northern third of the pit to confirm this was the case. The natural consisted of 
increasing amounts of pale pinkish clay with some orange sand in the north eastern 
corner, some pebbles and pieces of degraded yellow/green sandstone.

Finds from the topsoil included numerous small sherds of post-medieval ceramic, mostly 
cream, white or blue and white wares, and four pieces of glass of similar size.

Spit 1 contained over a dozen small fragments of nondescript glass, four mid-green pieces
possibly being from the same vessel. 

A small thin piece of flint with a bulb of percussion on one side was found; there is no 
evidence of other working but it could be residue. Odd pieces of chert can been found 
around the village but to the author’s knowledge, no worked flints have been recorded.

A sherd of creamy-buff colour pottery was found. It has a pale grey core and salmon pink 
inner surface. Two throwing rings are discernible. According to Stephanie Ratkai of the 
Medieval Pottery Research Group: 

"[this is ] 13th-14th c. It's an iron-poor ware ie the clay body doesn't have much iron oxide 
in it although there are Fe inclusions. It is almost certainly a Coal Measure Clay. The 
redder surface colour is something to do with the atmosphere in the kiln during firing. This 
ware is local to S Staffs (also N Warks) and similar clay bodies occur elsewhere in the 
West Midlands where there are coal deposits eg Shropshire."

More small sherds of post-medieval pottery were found in Spit 2 along with three pieces of 
clay pipe stem, all of which are undecorated and have small bores suggesting a later date.



There were few finds in Spit 3, the only one of interest being a piece of sandy reddish 
ceramic material having a yellow/olive-green glaze on its flat face. Probably from the base 
of a bowl and of 15th or 16th century date1.

Nothing of note was visible in any section; from top to bottom, each consisted of a uniform 
layer of soil with decreasing fragments of charcoal, lying over the natural of sand, clay and 
pebbles.

1 “I am pretty certain this is late medieval (15th-16th c) and made in Wednesbury. It crops up in a few places. In 
Warwickshire it is fabric code SLM20 (SLM = sandy late medieval). The combination of this rather rugged sandy 
ware and the yellowish-olive glaze is key to the ID.” Stephanie Ratkai, Medieval Pottery Research Group



Excavators:
Terrie Skitt, Clive Westwood, James Cox, Helen Harwood, Paul Robinson 



Test Pit No. 12

Top of Spit 1

Test Pit No. 12

Top of Spit 2



Test Pit No. 12

Top of Spit 3

Test Pit No. 12

Top of Spit

Bottom of Test Pit 12



Test Pit No. 12

Section North

Test Pit No. 12

Section East



Test Pit No. 12

Section South

Test Pit No. 12

Section West



Test Pit No. 12

Spit No. 1

Small piece of flint from Spit 1

Test Pit No. 12

Spit No. 1

Medieval pot sherd from Spit 1



Test Pit No. 12

Spit No. 1

Pinkish surface and pale grey fabric in Medieval pot sherd from Spit 1

Test Pit No. 12

Spit No. 3

Late medieval sherd from Spit 3 showing traces of pale yellow/olive green glaze. Probably from the base of a bowl with 
interior glaze.



Spits Summary

Spit No. Start (cm) End (cm)

0 15

1 15 30

2 30 35

3 35 50

Sondage 50 57



Finds Summary

TP No Spit No Find Count

12 0 Charcoal 1

12 0 Glass - Pale Green 2

12 0 Glass - Clear 2

12 0 Slate 1

12 0 Pot - Post Medieval 10

12 0 Slag - Non-diagnostic 2

12 0 CBM - Other 1

12 1 Pot - Post Medieval 24

12 1 Pot - Medieval 1

12 1 Charcoal 1

12 1 Flint 1

12 1 Slate 1

12 1 Iron 1

12 1 Glass - Black 1

12 1 Glass - White 2

12 1 Glass - Pale Green 2

12 1 Glass - Clear 6

12 1 CBM - Other 5

12 1 Glass - Mid-green 4

12 1 Slag - Blast Furnace 2

12 2 Glass - Pale blue 1

12 2 Clay Pipe/Part 3

12 2 Glass - White 1

12 2 Iron 1

12 2 Slate 1

12 2 Pot - Post Medieval 10

12 2 Slag - Non-diagnostic 3

12 3 CBM - Other 1

12 3 Pot - Medieval 1

12 3 Charcoal 1

12 3 Glass - Clear 1

12 3 Pot - Post Medieval 5



Test Pit No: 13

Location:
GPS: 52.66066655, -2.13833583
What 3 Words: TEAMS THAN LOADS

Location Description: Coven Memorial Hall



History:

The test pit was dug in the south west corner of what was once known as Weaver’s Field. 
In 1808, a narrow triangle is shown in the south-west corner of the field (plot 1119 on the 
above map), adjacent to the brook. The same small enclosure is shown on the tithe map 
(plot 1284 on the map below) of 1838 and is listed as a 'plantation' in the tithe index. This 
was almost certainly a stream-side osier bed. Another plantation lay on the opposite side 
of the Brewood Road at this spot, along with one on south side of Light Ash Lane and yet 
another at the north end of what is now known as ‘The Bront’ (plot 1271), this latter having 
grown in size and become more marshy over the last two centuries.

At the time of the tithe apportionment, the four plantations, Weaver's field and the cottages
in plot 1286 (later used by Grange Farm labourers), were owned by Henry Richards of The
Beeches. Given the field name and the nearby osier beds, it seems quite likely that 
basketmaking was being carried out at the cottages and that Mr Richards controlled supply
of the raw material. There were other osier beds beside the Penk in this area, one near 
Somerford Mill and another near Pendeford Hall. From the late 1800s, small-scale basket 
making by hand declined quite rapidly. By the middle of the 1800s there was only one 
basket maker in the locality: Jane Oleranshaw, an elderly woman who lived at Crateford 
and probably obtained her withies by a short walk to Somerford Mill.



On the 1884 OS map, a few trees are shown in the vicinity of the Weaver's Field plantation
but by 1923, below, there was no hint of trees or a separate enclosure. What appears as a 
small pool on the 1808 map now appears as a pit. Willow rods harvested in autumn were 
overwintered in shallow water-filled pits and stripped of their bark in the spring. This could 
be such a pit although it may simply have been a pond which had dried-up by the 20th 
century or perhaps a hollow where stone or clay had been taken. It would have been in 
what is now the north east corner of the Memorial Hall car park.



The large house known as ‘The Woodlands’, and its neighbour which was built gable- on 
to the road, (on the right in the photo below) stood on the opposite bank of the brook to the
test pit area. The house, which was demolished in the 1960s, had extensive gardens to 
the back and side, including several large greenhouses. The photo below shows the 
Deakin family in The Woodlands garden in the early 1900s.



Before the Memorial Hall was built, Weaver's Field was used as a recreation ground. 
Henry Richards’ cottages can be seen behind te goalposts in the above photograph. They 
are of similar style to The Beeches’ gatehouse and were probably built at the same time 
(around 1775). The original incarnation of the Memorial Hall is shown in the photo below, 
the earlier plantation was at far left.



Excavation Summary:

Given the changes of use that this land has seen, we anticipated considerable ‘churn’ in 
the upper layers of soil and the presence of modern rubbish. It was therefore surprising to 
find that beneath the turf, the soil was remarkably clean, uniform, and devoid of modern 
detritus. At around 30cm depth the silty soil became sandier with several distinct 
orange/yellow patches visible on the top of Spit 3. Beyond this it became wetter, and more 
pebbly before giving way to a fine mixture of natural soft sand, in pinkish and yellow tones.

Finds in the top 30cm or so consisted of post-medieval pottery (mostly of 19 th century 
date), some glass and blast furnace slag. Between 30 and 40cm only blast furnace slag 
was found. It seems likely that some levelling/landscaping of the site has taken place each
time the hall has been extended and it is possible that topsoil has been brought in from 
elsewhere although the date of finds within the soil and the marked transition to natural 
seem to suggest minimal disturbance. The finding of blast furnace slag is consistent with 
the Hall’s proximity to Cinder Hill and Coven Furnace and given that only slag was found in
the lower spits, this further suggests little disturbance has taken place.

Excavators:
Mark Robinson, Kathryn Robinson, Clive Westwood, Jan Francis, Linda Tomkins, Helen 
Harwood, Paul Robinson



Trowel indicates North

Test Pit No. 13

Top of Spit 2

Trowel indicates West



Test Pit No. 13

Top of Spit Sondage

Natural pink/yellow sand in sondage. Trowel indicates West



Test Pit No. 13

Spit No. 0

Handle fragment from lead-glazed ‘slip-coated ware’ vessel, most probably a porringer of late 17 th - 18th century date 
made in Wednesbury. The glaze covers the inner surface and would have extended over the lip and part way down 

the exterior. A similar vessel (in a different material) is shown in the reference image below.

Porringer reference image



Spits Summary

Spit No. Start (cm) End (cm)

0 (Topsoil) 10

1 10 20

2 20 30

Sondage 30 45



Spit No Find Count

0 Clay Pipe/Part 1

0 Glass - Pale Green 1

0 Glass - Clear 2

0 CBM - Roof Tile 2

0 CBM - Brick 1

0 CBM - Other 2

0 Coal 1

0 Slate 2

0 Slag - Blast Furnace 3

0 Pot - Post Medieval 14

1 Pot - Post Medieval 4

1 Glass - Dark Green 1

1 Slag - Non-diagnostic 2

1 Slag - Blast Furnace 25

1 Iron (nail?) 1

1 Clay Pipe/Part 2

1 CBM - Other 13

1 Charcoal 5

1 Coal 10



Test Pit No: 14

Location:
GPS: 
What 3 Words: 

Location Description: Coven Memorial Hall

History:
Refer to Test Pit 13

Excavation Summary:
Being very near to Test Pit 13, excavation followed a similar pattern, with ‘topsoil’ 
extending to around 30cm, gradually giving way to more pebbles and natural sand. Finds 
were also similar although there was more blast furnace slag than in the other test pit.

A piece of decorative cast stone was found in the topsoil (Spit 0), its profile suggesting the 
rim of a planter, bird-bath, fountain or other garden ornament. An early 20 th century photo 
of the Deakin family in their garden at The Woodlands, which stood on the opposite bank 
of the brook, shows such an ornament atop a substantial octagonal plinth.

Cast stone object and ornament in photograph taken nearby



The lower part of a pale green Codd type bottle marked ‘Wolverhampton’ and ‘The S..’ was
found in Spit 1: probably a mineral water bottle, there were several manufacturers in the 
town. An incomplete miniature bowl which appears to have been glazed or painted was 
also discovered in Spit 1. It has a scalloped interior and a couple of small knops on the 
outer surface; a similar object from a known context is illustrated below. Other finds 
included several corroded iron objects, some of which were possibly horseshoe nails and 
a mushroom shaped copper-alloy river or stud, possibly from a heavy harness.

Spit 2 contained over 50 fragments of typical vitreous green blast furnace slag which 
unsurprising since the site is on the margin of Cinder Hill. The only find of note was a large
sherd from the edge of a lead-glazed dish which would have been around 46cm across 
when complete. Spit 3 also contained mainly blast furnace slag although a third fragment 
from the top of a dark green bottle was found – the other two pieces from the same bottle 
were found in earlier spits.

One again, no important features were visible in any section and consequently they were 
not recorded.

Excavators:
Sue Foster, Rob Bradley-Richards, Clive Westwood, Martin Holland, Paul Robinson

Scalloped toy bowl from a 19th c. house in Dublin. Although
in a different fabric, this object is similar in size and form to
the find from Spit 1 (see image below)



Test Pit No. 14

Top of Spit 1

Test Pit No. 14

Top of Spit 2



Test Pit No. 14

Top of Spit 3

Test Pit No. 14

Top of Spit

Bottom of test pit



Test Pit No. 14

Spit No. 1

A tiny scalloped bowl, probably part of a miniature tea set or a doll’s house accessory. Traces of reddish-brown paint or 
glaze can be seen and the object has two small knops on the exterior surface, one of which is badly smeared. The 

fabric is a soft pinkish clay with tiny inclusions.

Test Pit No. 14

Spit No. 2

Large sherd from a lead-glazed coarse (‘slip-coated ware’) earthenware dish, originally around 46cm in diameter. Most 
likely made at Wednesbury and probably of 18 th century date. It has a clean, well mixed, buff-coloured fabric, good 

quality glaze and under-glaze slip.



Spits Summary

Spit No. Start (cm) End (cm)

0 (Topsoil) 18

1 18 26

2 26 33

3 33 40



Spit No Find Count

0 Cast Stone 1

0 Pot - Post Medieval 1

0 Glass - Clear 1

0 CBM - (Roof?) Tile 1

1 Glass - Bottle 1

1 Glass - Dark Green 1

1 Glass - Clear 4

1 Copper/Alloy Stud/Rivet 1

1 Pot - Post Medieval 9

1 Coal 4

1 Charcoal 11

1 CBM - Floor Tile 1

1 CBM - Other 2

1 Bone 2

1 Iron 5

1 Slag - Non-diagnostic 4

1 Slag - Blast Furnace 12

2 Pot - Post Medieval 4

2 CBM - Other 1

2 CBM - Floor Tile 1

2 Glass - Dark Green 1

2 Coal 8

2 Iron 1

2 Slag - Non-diagnostic 3

2 Slag - Blast Furnace 57

3 Coal 1

3 Charcoal 1

3 Glass - Dark Green 1

3 Slag - Blast Furnace 19



Test Pit No: 15
Location:  80 Brewood Road
GPS : 52.6612, -2.139117
What3Words: verbs worker spot

Location Description:

The test pit was dug in the rear garden of 80 Brewood Road, the middle dwelling in a row 
of three cottages. Despite trying to avoid any known services, a plastic drain pipe and an 
armoured electricity cable which seem to serve the small building at the end of the garden 
were uncovered close to the surface.



History:

The cottages at Lower Green are shown on the earliest detailed map of the area, surveyed
in 1808, although they may be those indicated in approximately this position on Yates’ map
of 1775. The style suggests an 18th century date but an earlier dwelling on the site is also 
possible; the ‘green’ element of such place-names usually infers an impermanent squatter 
settlement.

During the 17th century, land on the east side of the Penk between Lower Green and 
Brewood Forge was owned by local ironmaster Thomas Bamford. His widow, Creswell 
(later Creswell Wilkes) is known to have lived in a cottage built ‘upon the waste’ 
somewhere in the vicinity. There are other possible candidates for this building, the 
strongest being that which most likely stood in Leek’s House Close, north east of 
Jackson’s Bridge (Leek or Leake having married one of Bamford’s descendants). 
However, the Lower Green cottages should not be ruled out, especially as they are on the 
edge of what was Coven Furnace’s slag heap, ie Cinder Hill, which could easily be 
described as waste land. The Furnace was in operation between c1620 and c1680. As the 
finds will show, there was certainly human activity in the second half of the 17 th century, 
and possibly a little earlier, in the area where the cottage now stands.



Three views of the cottages between about 1910 and 1930



Excavation Summary:

The test pit was similar in character to that dug a few doors away (Test Pit 8), consisting 
extremely fine and light grey brown soil directly overlying natural sand and sandstone. The
lack of stratigraphy, the confused chronology of finds and the nature of the soil are 
consistent with 250 years of gardening and domestic use. 

Other than recent laying of services and what was most probably a mole’s tunnel, there 
was no evidence of any feature or specific context. Likewise, the sections were devoid of 
meaningful stratigraphy. There was very little charcoal present although tiny specks 
continued to be uncovered until just above the natural, by which time no other finds were 
being made. It’s possible that this charcoal was deposited with the larger pieces of furnace
slag and has been carried down by the activity of worms and roots. A sondage occupying 
approximately 1/3 of the eastern side of the test pit was dug to confirm that natural had 
been reached. Sections were not recorded.

The oldest find from the test pit came to light from Spit 0, the topsoil. This was a small part 
from the interior surface of the base of a Midlands purple-ware vessel, probably dating 
from the 15th century1. Other finds from this spit included an over-fired sherd from the base
of a typical blackware mug of late 17th century date and a fine rim-sherd from another 
blackware mug.

Spit 1 contained three blackware sherds with a particularly glossy glaze, one of which is a 
substantial part of the base of a mug; all are probably late 17 th c. Four sherds of 
manganese mottled ware were found, at least one of which is from a typical mug with 
ridges in the shoulder band, all being from the period 1700-1720. A small glass ‘tube’ with 
two ridges to hold a rubber tube is a connector from an item of 19th/20th century baby 
feeding equipment.

1 Identification confirmed by James wood and Stephanie Ratkai, MPRG

Reference image: manganese 
mottled ware mug with ridged 
pattern



Glass connectors of similar type to that found, in reference collection 
of 19th/20th century baby-feeding equipment



Numerous clay pipe fragments were discovered in Spit 1, amongst them being a complete 
bowl with initials ‘RB’ facing the smoker and impressed on the heel. The pipe was 
manufactured by Randle Baddeley (1651-1720) of Newcastle-under-Lyme and from the 
style and double stamp, can be dated to 1660-1690.2 Part of a bowl of similar style was 
also found.

2 Pers. Com. from David Higgins, society for Clay Pipe Research. See David Barker's 1985 paper on the Newcastle 
under Lyme pipe industry (British Archaeological Reports 1985, British Series 146(i), 'The Archaeology of the Clay
Tobacco Pipe', Vol IX).

Clay pipe fragments from Spit 1



Spit 2 contained a similar number of clay pipe fragments, including another heel, this time 
bearing the initials ‘WE’. This can be attributed to the Wellington, Shropshire manufacturer 
William Evans (father and son), most probably made towards the end of the 17 th century. A 
few more blackware and manganese mottled ware sherds, all probably from mugs or cups 
were also found. A large chunk of floor tile was found, having a thickness of 1 1/8”, with the
usual sandy/gritty lower surface but in this case one of the sides of the tile has the same 
‘finish’. The clay is well mixed with few small inclusions and is evenly fired. Almost certainly
a post-Medieval object, possibly made in a local brickyard. The other item of note from this
spit is a piece of typical vitreous green blast furnace slag, no doubt from Coven Furnace. It
is unusual in that it seems to form part of a tapered tube with a spiral flow pattern, the 
implication being that it formed inside the pipe which was used to drain slag from the 
furnace. 

Excavators:
James Cox, Charlotte Dicken, Sue Foster, Clive Westwood, Paul Robinson

Clay pipe fragments from Spit 2, including spur and heel forms



Test Pit No. 15

Top of Spit 1

Test Pit No. 15

Top of Spit 2



Test Pit No. 15

Top of Spit 3

Test Pit No. 15

Top of Spit Sondage

Bottom of test pit and sondage



Test Pit No. 15

Spit No. 0

Midlands purple ware sherd, dating c15th century.

Test Pit No. 15

Spit No. 0

Blackware drinking vessel sherds from Spit 0. At left, base fragment with lower part of handle attached, at right a rim 
sherd



Test Pit No. 15

Spit No. 1

Substantial blackware sherds, including part of the base of a mug at bottom

Test Pit No. 15

Spit No. 1

Manganese mottle ware sherds (c1700-20). The two at left are part of a mug.



Test Pit No. 15

Spit No. 1

Clay pipe bowl with ‘RB’ on bowl and heel. Made by Randle Baddelely of Newcastle-under-Lyme c1675

Test Pit No. 15

Spit No. 1

Connector from baby-feeding bottle



Test Pit No. 15

Spit No. 2

Part of a floor tile from Spit 2

Test Pit No. 15

Spit No. 2

Blast furnace slag with tubular form



Test Pit No. 15

Spit No. 2

Heel fragment of clay pipe with initials ‘WE’



Spits Summary

Spit No. Start (cm) End (cm)

0 (Topsoil) 17

1 17 38

2 38 55

3 55 60

Sondage 60 73



Finds Summary

Spit No Find Count

0 Pot - Manganese Mottled Ware 1

0 Pot - Late/post-medieval Midlands Purple 1

0 Pot - Post Medieval Blackware 2

0 Pot - Coarse Earthenware 19

0 Pot - Post Medieval 81

0 Glass - Brown vessel 4

0 Glass - Green vessel 4

0 Glass - Clear vessel 52

0 Glass - Clear window 19

0 Chert 2

0 Bone 1

0 Clay Pipe bowl fragments 3

0 Clay Pipe stem fragments 5

0 Slate 2

0 Coin - Halfpenny George VI 1

0 Coin - Farthing George V 1

0 Iron (nails?) 10

0 Coke? 5

0 Slag - Blast Furnace 28

0 CBM - Other 74

1 Glass - Clear vessel 27

1 Glass - Clear window 17

1 Glass - Brown 1

1 Glass - Dark Green 10

1 Coke or clinker 9

1 Coal 6

1 CBM - Other 67

1 CBM - Roof Tile 2

1 Iron 11

1 Slate 1

1 Mortar 1

1 Slag - Non-diagnostic 2

1 Slag - Blast Furnace 15

1 Clay Pipe bowls/stems 18

1 Pot - Post Medieval 125



2 Clay Pipe/Part 17

2 Pot - Post Medieval 36

2 Glass - Clear (vessel) 21

2 Glass - Brown 1

2 Glass - Dark Green 2

2 Glass - Pale Green 6

2 Charcoal 1

2 Coal (some burnt) 19

2 Slag - Non-diagnostic 3

2 CBM - Other 22

2 Slag - Blast Furnace 19

2 Mortar (some large fragments) 5

2 CBM - Brick (large fragments) 2

2 CBM - Floor Tile (large fragment) 1

3 Charcoal 2

3 Slag - Blast Furnace 5


