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1.0 Summary

An archaeological excavation was carried out to investigate parch marks noticed during the summer of 2018.

The site is located on the village green, Albrighton, Shropshire. 

It consisted of digging three one metre square test pits and sieving the spoil for finds.

The project  was  a  result  of  a  request  by Albrighton  and District  Historical  Society to  Wolverhampton
Archaeology Group and was undertaken on 19th July 2019 over a period of three days.

The work will enable the history of Albrighton to be clarified by ascertaining the position of its Market
House.

The project was very successful and with the help of local schoolchildren and villagers a structure believed
to be the Market House was uncovered.
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2.0 Introduction

At the  end of  July 2018,  Wolverhampton Archaeology Group (WAG) was  contacted  by John Stretton,
Chairman  of  Albrighton and District  Historical  Society concerning  some parch  marks  which  had been
observed on the area of interest opposite the Crown Public House in Albrighton. The marks had appeared
due to drought caused by the long hot summer conditions and were clearly visible on photographs which
were taken at the time.

Figure 1. Parch marks
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Figure 2. Parch marks on village green.
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Figure 3. Parch marks on village green.

According to Blakeway[1] writing about the area in 1810, it was believed that a Market House once stood in
the middle of the village which had two arches and there was an upper room for village transactions and
under the arches was a crib (village stocks). The parch marks looked very convincing for an aisled structure
with internal supports and outer walls.
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Figure 4. Mention of the Market House by Blakeway[1].

Initial  investigations  by  the  Group  were  carried  out  using  geophysical  techniques  but  results  proved
inconclusive so it was agreed that John would make further enquiries with the Parish Council to see if a
small scale archaeological excavation could be carried out using one metre square test pits.

Permission was forthcoming for three test pits and a date of 19th July 2019 was decided upon with the
investigations lasting three days, Friday, Saturday and Sunday. John would also arrange for about fifteen
pupils from Albrighton Primary School to attend for the Friday morning session whereby they could be
given an introduction about archaeology and then participate in sieving the spoil from the test pit. Saturday
and Sunday were also to be open to anyone from the village to come and join in and help.
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2.1 Site Location
Albrighton, High Street, WV7 3JB, the green opposite the Crown Public House.

National grid: SJ 8125504107

Figure 5. Albrighton village 1:5000 (courtesy of Streetmap.co.uk).
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Figure 6. Junction of Cross Road and High Street, Crown Public house on right, area of interest to 
left. (Courtesy of Google Earth).
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Figure 7. Junction of Cross Road and High Street, area of interest. (Courtesy of Google Earth).
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2.2 Site History
Albrighton’s history goes way back to the end of the 6th century with mention of a man named Aethelbeohrt
who had a farm or settlement in the area, hence the origin of the village name. The Domesday Book (1086)
describes Albricston as being waste land surrounded by royal forest.

The probable earliest settlement for the current village would be the church of St Mary Magdelene and
surrounds with its origins in the 12th century, most likely with a manor house close by for the Lord of the
Manor. After the granting of a market charter in 1232 the village would presumably have expanded due to
the increased popularity and wealth but where this occurred is still open to debate. Looking to the east of the
High street there are many burgage plots which could evidence the expansion and so too could the widened
road between the Crown and Harp Inns although Blakeway[1] could find little evidence of antiquity.

Figure 8. 1882 1:2500 OS Map (courtesy of Old Maps .com).

Our area of interest on the corner opposite the Crown Inn does seem to show a wall at the very least cutting
off the corner on the 1:2500 OS map and this can also be seen on the 1883 1:50000 OS map. 

WAG Report No 70 Albrighton 2019 Page 13



Figure 9. 1883 1:50000 OS map shows corner plot circled.

Interestingly, the 1903 OS map 1:10560 for Albrighton does not show the feature so it could have been
removed sometime in the early 20th century.

One more point to note on the 1882 1:2500 OS map is a small feature (indicated by the yellow circle) which
may be the site of the market cross. This then becomes a house plot on the next OS map 20 years later.

Figure 10.  Possible market cross shown circled. (Courtesy Old Maps.Com).

We do know that Blakeway[1] described a market house in the early part of the 19 th century (see figure 4 )
and he says it stands in the centre of the town which used to face the Toll shop situated in the middle of the
street but this was taken down some years ago to open up the avenue.
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Recent  work  by  Albrighton  and  District  Historical  Society  has  uncovered  a  map  linked  to  road
improvements for Albrighton (dated 1809). This clearly shows the location of the cross mentioned above but
there is no indication of any market house.

Figure 11. Area of interest circled. Map of 1809 linked to road improvement.

Moving on, the hand-drawn tithe map of 1846 shows that the whole of our corner plot is described as a
butcher’s shop but since the main purpose of these maps was to identify land and owners/occupants not as
much attention was paid to buildings so once again we cannot see a market house although there is a token
representative structure on the plot (see figure 12).
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Figure 12. Tithe map of 1846.

More recently in 1999, the area opposite our area of interest belonging to the Crown Inn was subject to an
archaeological  investigation  because  of  commercial  development.  The  conclusion  was  that  there  was
probable domestic occupation from the 13th to 14th century followed by a period of inoccupation and then
more activity from the 17th century onwards. Medieval occupation of the area was also suggested by the
presence of a clay and pebble feature probably representing a yard or floor surface.

 

WAG Report No 70 Albrighton 2019 Page 16



3.0 Objectives
 The aim of this project was to investigate the parch marks observed in the summer of 2018 and to ascertain
whether they might possibly be connected to the Market House described by Blakeway[1] in his book, the
site of which has never been ascertained.

Excavations in the area might uncover any walls, foundations, post holes, demolition material or domestic
finds which could relate to the purpose, function or structure of such a building. Any findings could then be
analysed and perhaps a relevant conclusion drawn.

In conducting the excavations, the investigating group wanted to involve local schoolchildren for one day to
encourage their involvement in local history and archaeology using practical and theoretical techniques. This
ideology was also to be extended to the local population and The Albrighton and District Historical Society
for their involvement for the remainder of the project lasting two days.

In the longer term, the hope is for this project to be extended throughout the whole village to look for the
earlier areas of occupation and hence plot its spread through the ages.

The final aims of this project were to hopefully make some relevant finds relating to the local history and
development of Albrighton and to be able to put them on display for the benefit of the village and also to
further the knowledge relating to the history of the area.
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4.0 Methodology
Taking into account all of the relevant factors such as time, location, numbers involved and participator
experience, it was decided to carry out the project digging one metre square test pits and sieving the spoil for
any man-made artefacts. These artefacts would then be separated by reference to their depth within the pit.

After washing, the finds would then be recorded on to a spread sheet for analysis and conclusions drawn.

Test Pits

All test pits complied with the following criteria:

 be one metre square and up to 1 metre deep

 be closed or protected at the end of the day so there would be no hazard to the public
 turves are removed and carefully stored so they can be replaced later.

 soil is removed 10 cm at a time and carefully sieved on to polythene sheet

 any finds (pottery, glass, tiles etc) are washed and stored according to their depth

 digging stops when finds run out or archaeology (building remains) are found

At the end of the dig, the pit is filled in and the turves replaced in the same order as they were removed.
Please note that the ground will be slightly higher after replacement as settlement will occur.

Any finds of value or interest would become the property of the Parish Council or be subject to inquest if
treasure trove.

Three test pits were dug, one each day to allow children and the public to participate and to allow ample
time for the procedure to be carried out to a satisfactory conclusion. No extra time was required to conclude
a test pit or to fill in later due to inclement weather.
Test pit 1 was positioned on the estimated location of a circular parch mark (not visible at the time of the
dig) using locators on the image in order to investigate the presumed internal ‘pillar’ and look for evidence
of building materials.
Test pit 2 was positioned just outside the long axis wall to indicate if it indeed was external and outside the
structure. Locators from the parch mark image were used to estimate the position.
Test pit 3 was positioned on the short axis wall leading towards the Manor House to investigate any wall
foundations or construction materials again using locators from the image of the parch marks.
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Figure 13. Position of test pits

.
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5.0 Results
The trowel points north in all images.

Test pit 1
Test pit 1 was located to try and find one of the ‘pillars’ showing as a parch mark. The turf was carefully
taken off and stored in the same order as it was removed to assist in its re-assembly. All soil was sieved.

At  approximately 15  cm depth  in  loamy,  light  brown soil  some finds  began  to  show in  the  shape  of
demolition material for a building. This included roof tile, floor tile, white mortar, brick, nails and slate.
Additionally, domestic finds were also apparent with clay pipe bowl, stems, coal and post medieval pottery.
At about 25 cms depth a heavier more solid demolition layer became apparent with white plaster appearing
strongly in the northern half of the pit along with reddish clay in the NE corner.

Figure 14. Test pit 1 showing white plaster and clay feature in NE corner.
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Figure 15. Feature in NE corner slightly deeper.

The feature was very strongly associated with white plaster, red clay and charcoal as can be seen in figure
15. Eventually, after about another 10 cm the white layer ran out. Within this demolition layer building
materials were found such as mortar, plaster, tile, nails and window glass, along with a layer of red clay
around the feature.
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Figure 16. Close up of plaster fragments associated with feature.

Further removal of material was in the form of a thin layer of sandy matrix about 2-3 cm depth and this
came down onto a dark soil which contained pebbles of up to 7 or 8 cm possibly indicating a floor or
walking surface. The surface was sloping towards the northern end of the pit, i.e. towards the road (High
Street). This particular layer was approximately 6 cm in thickness.
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Figure 17. Pebble layer sloping down to the road.

Going deeper into the pit revealed a sandy layer underneath the pebble layer which was about 5 cm thick
and this was sitting on clay.
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Figure 18. West section of test pit 1 showing various layers.

In order to ascertain if the hard clay material was a previous floor surface digging continued within the pit
and it was noticed right on the face of the north section that a dark feature had become apparent suggesting a
possible post hole (see figure 19). This feature was just visible at one metre depth when digging ceased. 

The clay surface (suspected floor) was visible on the west side of the pit and on the east side the material
was sandy. However, on further digging the clay/sand division was deemed to be natural but a large amount
of iron pan was prevalent. 
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Figure 19. Test pit 1. North face showing post hole and hard clay to left.

The test pit was filled in and re-covered with turf which was replaced in exactly the same way it came off in
order to cause minimum disturbance.
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Test pit 2
Test pit 2 was located slightly further north than test pit 1 to be just outside the structure defined by the
parch marks. Hopefully a comparison could then be made with the contents of test pit1 which was inside the
structure. The turf was carefully taken off and stored in the same order as it was removed to assist in its re-
assembly and all the spoil from the pit was sieved.

Loamy light brown topsoil was encountered for the first 15 cm or so (as in tp1) which was maybe a base
layer for the turf. This was deemed spit1. Spit 2 was a redder material which started to show finds related to
demolition such as brick,  tile and nails  although there was only the very slightest  hint of white plaster
showing in the west side of the pit extending towards the centre for only about 20 cm (compare with tp1).

Figure 20. Test pit 2 shows extent of plaster on west side.

Eventually, the demolition material gave way to show a pebble layer with some up to 15cm long. Within the
material were several pieces of animal bone and a sheep’s tooth, and also a reasonable amount of roof tile.
The pebbles were set into yellow clay. Natural was reached at approximately 50 cm.
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Figure 21. Test pit 2 shows pebble layer set in yellow clay.

Figure 22. Test pit 2 spit 4. Metal button.

This clothing button could confirm that this was in a public area.
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Test pit 3
Test pit 3 was located east of test pit 1 to be on the perimeter wall of the structure defined by the parch
marks. Hopefully a comparison could then be made with the contents of test pit1 which was inside the
structure. The turf was carefully taken off and stored in the same order as it was removed to assist in its re-
assembly and all the spoil from the pit was sieved.

At about 20 cm depth, demolition material was encountered throughout the pit and consisted of some brick
fragments, roof tile, stones and many fragments of yellow sandstone. The west side of the material was
looser in consistency and was trowelled off. (See figure 23).

Figure 23. Test pit 3 with west side of demolition material removed.

As we were hoping to find some sort of a foundation for the wall it was decided to remove an extra 30 cm of
the east side of the pit to find the extent of any possible foundation. All the looser material was removed to
leave the more compacted constituents of the potential foundation. (See figure 24.)
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Figure 24. Test pit 3 showing extension to east side.

The foundation area along the centre of the pit (north/south line) consisted of compacted red clay and pebble
whereas the west side was mainly purer red clay and the east side contained large pebbles in the matrix.

Figure 25. Test pit 3 showing north section of foundation.
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Figure 26. Test pit 3 west section (inside structure) showing red clay.

Figure 27. Test pit 3 showing east section (outside structure) with large pebbles.

Finds from Test pit 3, Spit 3
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Figure 28 Test pit 3 spit 3. Slate markers.

These slate markers were found in spit3 and confirm Blakeway[1]'s statement that children were educated in
the market hall (figure 4).

In the same spit was also found a Queen Victoria halfpenny (figs 29 and 30).
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Figure 29 Test pit 3 spit 3. Queen Victoria halfpenny( obverse).

Figure 30 Test pit 3, spit 3. Queen Victoria halfpenny (reverse).
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On going further down into the pit, the red clay layer, about 10 cm thick, gave way to a red sandy matrix
which contained coal and charcoal fragments. This spread of coal/charcoal was prominent on the west side
of the pit.

At about 45 cm depth, a cobble layer was found with a size range of 12-15 cm. This was set in yellow clay,
appearing to be substantial in construction and was difficult to break into.

Figure 31. Test pit 3 showing cobbled floor.

A small sondage approximately 10 cm deep was dug into the corner of the pit which showed more clay and
pebble (see figure 32).
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Figure 32. Sondage in corner of test pit 3.
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6.0 Discussion

Since the geophysics carried out in 2018 were inconclusive as to whether there is a market house, what do
the test pits tell us? One of the biggest problems of using test pits is the sampling issue whereby only a small
area  can be looked at  if  compared to  an open excavation.  In  this  case,  only three square metres  were
examined but it meant that it was looked at in great detail and local villagers could participate in a test
pitting exercise. The strategy was to put one test pit inside the parch mark on the pillar structure, one outside
and one on one of the walls so that comparisons could be made between them to give some indication as to
if it was a building, and if it was, what was its structure and  function?

Test pit 1 gave good evidence of typical demolition material such as brick, mortar, window glass, tile and
plaster and also a post of substantial size. It is important to remember that buildings were not just knocked
down and built over in times past; materials were expensive so they would be salvaged and re-used for some
other purpose. Roof tiles, floor tiles, wood, bricks, metals and even glass would be handled with care so that
there would be a re-sale value just as we have reclamation yards now.
 The process would involve stripping internal items followed by roof tiles and timbers and then walls all the
way down to the ground. Bricks would be chipped off to clean them of mortar and even any foundation
stones if present would have been robbed out. There would not be a lot left, even nails would be straightened
and re-used.  In  those days,  labour  was cheap and materials  expensive  which  is  the  opposite  of  today.
Therefore if we consider the amount of construction material found in test pit 1 it is a very good indicator we
have a building.

Something else that was found in TP1 was the white plaster seen in figure 16, which is also an indicator of a
quality building and it could be seen to be concentrated in the NE corner of the pit where the post hole was
situated. This could indicate that only the post pillar had been plastered. The size of the post was at least 20
cm across although the shape could have been either round or square and it would probably have been made
of oak. The post was surrounded by a large amount of red clay maybe used for packing and support. If the
white plaster was found to be spread evenly across the whole of the test pit it could be argued that all of the
building could have been plastered.
Pottery and other dating finds indicate activity from post medieval times (late 17th century/early 18th century)
with nothing found from an earlier period. The presence of floor tile indicates the structure did have a tiled
floor at some time. It also appeared that previous to or during construction of this building there was a
surface made of substantial  pebbles sloping down to the centre of the High Street  maybe indicating a
walkway or yard.

Test pit 2, situated outside the structure provided evidence for building materials but in a lesser quantity to
that of TP1. There was also a tiny amount of white plaster evident in the western side of the pit. One of the
most notable things found was the animal bone and sheep’s tooth and at the bottom at about 40 cms depth
was a substantial pebble floor. The tithe map of 1846 shows a butcher’s shop on this corner plot and also on
the adjacent plot behind the old market cross which could account for the animal bone found within TP2.
Quite a few finds of coarser black glaze pottery also came to light which might indicate broken vessels
ending up just outside the structure. 
Once again there was a pebble floor underneath the structure indicating a possible walkway or yard surface
which was in place during or before the structure was built.

Test pit 3, situated on the suspected eastern short wall of the structure was placed to look for evidence of the
wall  in the form of foundation and construction materials. On removing the turf,  a compacted layer of
demolition debris was present initially throughout the pit which was rich in a yellow stone presumed to be
sandstone. The western half of the pit contained softer debris which was removed, leaving the eastern side
with more compacted material. The inference from this was that the west side was the interior and the east
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side was the foundation on which the wall was built. After extending the eastern side for another 30 cm, it
became clearer where the foundation was and what it  consisted of (see figures 23 and 24). By today’s
standards, very flimsy foundations were used in the form of compacted clay and pebble which would not
have been suitable for a substantial load bearing wall but probably okay for something more ‘cosmetic’ used
to fill  in a  gap,  keep the weather  out or to display something more aesthetically pleasing such as in a
corporation building. The presence of large amounts of yellow stone would probably also indicate the low
wall/barrier was designed to please the eye and to ‘show off’ to visitors. 

Underneath the foundation clay at about 40 cm depth was a pebble surface which was also present in the
other two test pits. Again it was of good solid heavy duty construction and was a surface to be walked on.
However, it could not be ascertained if this surface was associated with a medieval market which would be
much  older  or  if  it  was  put  down just  prior  to  construction  of  this  building.  We  do  know that  some
foundation material was put on top of this for a potential gap filling wall but could this have been done later
on in the life of the building perhaps if the local people wanted a smart new tiled floor instead of uneven
cobbles? It may be that the pillared structure originally started with just a cobbled floor and sometime later
on there was a smartening up exercise to put a new shiny tiled floor down raising the inside somewhat so as
a response maybe a small wall was used to retain the floor.

The market house described by Blakeway[1] had an upper room where the business of the corporation was
conducted so this would undoubtedly have been of an enclosed construction with stairs leading up to it, a
door and windows and maybe even some form of heating such as a fireplace. It would have been supported
on pillars forming two arches with a wooden floor to walk on. There is evidence of old window glass in all
the test pits but if most of the construction is wood then it has not survived due to reclamation or burning if
rotten when demolished, however nails were recovered.

One more thing that Blakeway[1] mentions around 1810 is that underneath the arches is the town crib or
prison where the stocks are  housed. The suggestion from this is  that corporation business is  transacted
upstairs and there is a permanent gaol but no market activity despite it being a market house. In 1845 stocks
were abolished by law and we have a reference from the 1846 tithe map (see figure 12) that this plot is being
used as a butcher’s shop so this is one year later. It may be that the building has fallen out of use and the
butcher on the adjacent corner has seen an opportunity to expand his business by taking over the structure.
There appears to be a garden wall showing on the 1882 OS map (figure 8) but no structure so possibly this
could represent the last vestige of the old butcher’s shop from 1846. This piece of land is still owned by the
parish but there is no record of the market house’s demolition.

We have looked at the evidence from the test pits and written local history but what else is available to help
us? If a comparison is made of other market towns we can see very strong similarities between the layout of
the market, the burgage plots and the structure and position of the market house or hall.
If we look at figures 33/34 which relate to Ledbury in 1887, we can see the prominent widening of the High
Street and the location of the market house at the wide end so it can overlook and control the whole of the
market activities and access to it to make sure all the traders pay their dues and tolls.
The market house itself sits on pillars and arches which are supporting an upper storey and the whole was
built in the 17th century. Lining the High Street are many burgage plots making use of the trading advantages
of having a market frontage.
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Figure 33. Ledbury market house.

Figure 34. Ledbury 1:2500 OS Map 1887 (Courtesy Old Maps.Com).
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Figure 35. Dunster yarn market house.

Figure 36. Dunster 1:2500 OS Map 1889. (Courtesy Old Maps.Com).
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A similar situation can be seen at Dunster although the market hall is round in shape (figure 35/36).

Figure 37. Chipping Campden 1:2500 OS Map 1885 (courtesy Old Maps.com).

Figure 38. Chipping Campden market house. (  Courtesy of Pictures of England.Com)
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The three examples here at Ledbury, Dunster and Chipping Campden illustrate the similarities that exist to
the structure potentially sitting on this corner plot of Albrighton High Street. Many more examples exist
throughout the UK.

One anomaly exists in all of this. Why is there no evidence of the market going back to 1232 when it was
granted its charter? The dating evidence uncovered from the test pits does not go back any further than the
mid 17th century at the earliest so if Albrighton had its market from 1232 there should be some evidence for
it.  Strangely,  Blakeway[1]  said  there  were  virtually  no  signs  of  antiquity  in  the  market  area  so  what
happened? The dig from 1999 did uncover some evidence of ‘probable domestic activity from the 13-14th

century but then a period of inactivity until the 17th century’. Was the market unsuccessful and revived in the
17th century which is when our test pit evidence comes in? Was it a post Civil War enterprise to regenerate
the area? Alternatively was the old market area smaller and tending towards the area where the Harp Inn is
situated (unlikely as it was a very long way from the church)? 

It may be that this widened area of High Street represents a new attempt from the 17 th century to set up a
better market location, starting with the cobbling of the area to stop muddy pools and pot holes and protect it
from animal damage.

 In 1662 Albrighton had its Borough status renewed (originally granted in 1303) and this could be linked to
the setting up of this High Street market area. Because of its Borough status, Albrighton was entitled to have
a Justice of the Peace which meant he could order the arrest of criminals hence the gaol under the market
house.

This still leaves us with the question of where was the original old market place if it was not underneath the
new one? The church of St Mary Magdelene, probably the oldest current structure in Albrighton, is situated
right at the other end of the village and close by would have been the manor house and these in turn were
also very close to the parish boundary with Donington and its parish church of St Cuthbert. This is unusual
in itself to have two churches close to each other. Therefore if there was another market place possibly closer
to the church, it would not have extended into the Parish of Donington. Bear in mind that the medieval
village population  would  have most  likely been much less  than the  post  medieval  period and the  area
covered by the village would be smaller, could the location therefore have been between the Crown Inn and
the church?  This might be a possibility if we look at the location of the Market Cross. In all likelihood, the
Market Cross would have been medieval in origin and much older than the last  market standing which
probably originated as discussed in the mid to late 17th century. A Market Cross in place would indicate that
there was a viable market close to that spot (unless it had been moved in antiquity) so was it originally
associated with a market to the west of the Crown Inn?

 Perhaps more test pits in the future will be able to answer the question of where the old village and market
has disappeared to.
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7.0 Conclusion
First of all is there a structure outlined by the parch marks in that area? The answer has to be yes there is
because there is demolition material in all the pits and it is consistent with the demolition of a building of
reasonable quality. There was window glass, plaster and quality yellow stone alongside the more normal
brick, mortar, roof tile and floor tile. The structure would have been of good size in comparison to larger
towns.

Within test pit1, placed on top of one of the ‘supports’, there was a post hole with a substantial sized post
that had rotted away indicating that the structure was very likely an aisled structure with arches assuming the
other similar regularly spaced parch marks were of similar origin.

There is evidence in test pit3 to strongly suggest there was a gap filling wall of good quality stone used to
fill in between the supporting pillars, again suggesting an aisled structure.

The date range of the pottery and pipes found within the test pits was consistent with the described age of
the structure.

The position of the structure at the head of the widened road (High Street) is consistent with other examples
of  market  houses  as  illustrated  i.e.  Ledbury,  Dunster  and  Chipping  Campden.  This  would  give  good
visibility along the whole market area to be able to control traders and customers. It is close to the Market
Cross and  Blakeway[1] also said the market house was situated in the centre of the town.

Bearing in mind all of these factors, it seems extremely likely that our parch marks are those created by the
long lost market house structure mentioned by Blakeway[1] around 1810.
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Appendix 1 Test pit finds

Test pit 1
Test Pit 1 1 2 3 4 5 6

381263W 304132N

Spit Depth 15 25 35 45 55 65

Pottery type

Roman

Anglo-Saxon

Post A/S

Medieval

Post Medieval

Modern

Unglazed 3

Medieval Orange        

Midlands sandyware        

Midlands white        

Coarse black 
earthenware 5 1 7 1 1

Fine black earthenware 3 1 1

Midlands Yellow

Midlands Purple

White 13 3

Mottled Brownware 1

Brownware 1

Slipware

Stoneware 1

Blue & White 7

Creamware

Modern

Window Glass 3 5

WG decorated

WG frosted
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WG yellow

Glass - other 2 clear bottle 1 bottle green 1 clear 1 bottle grey

Floor Tiles 1 3 1

Roof Tiles 1 11 7 1

Tiles unspecified 

Slate

Plaster 2

Mortar 8 33 14 6 3

Brick 11+1236g 30 17 19 6

MBT y15+1662g

Sandstone

Pipe Stems 3/64"

Pipe Stems 4/64" 1720-1750 1 1

Pipe Stems 5/64" 1720 2 4 2

Pipe Stems 6/64" 1680-1720 1 3

Pipe Stems 7/64" 1680

Pipe Stems 8/64" 1650-1680

Pipe Stems 9/64" 1650

Sum stems 2 6 1 5 0 0

Weighted bore 5.0 5.0 4.0 5.6 #### ####

Date (Heighton) ###### ###### 1782.8 1722.4 #### ####

Date (Binford) ###### ###### 1778.8 1717.6 #### ####

Date (Hanson) ###### ###### 1790.2 1695.9 #### ####

Pipe bowl 3 fragments 1

Charcoal 3 1 1

Coal 1 5

Slag 1 2 1

Bone 2

Shell

Nail 10 18 10 1

Flint

Copper/Brass

Slate 1 1
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Notes S1

Notes S2 Stoney layer 762g plus brick fragments and yellow sandstone
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Test pit 2
Test Pit 2 1 2 3 4

.381270W 304135N

Spit Depth 15

Pottery type

Roman

Anglo-Saxon

Post A/S

Medieval

Post Medieval

Modern

Unglazed

Medieval Orange      

Midlands sandyware      

Midlands white      

Coarse black earthenware 9 6 11

Fine black earthenware 1 3

Midlands Yellow

Midlands Purple

White 4 4 4

Mottled Brownware

Brownware

Slipware 2 2

Stoneware

Blue & White

Creamware 1

Modern 1

Window Glass 1 2

WG decorated

WG frosted

WG yellow

Glass - other 7 bottle green 1 bottle green

Floor Tiles

WAG Report No 70 Albrighton 2019 Page 47



Roof Tiles 1 2 19 8

Tiles unspecified 

Slate

Plaster

Mortar 5 4

Brick 12 25 10

MBT

Sandstone

Pipe Stems 3/64"

Pipe Stems 4/64" 1720-1750 1

Pipe Stems 5/64" 1720 2 1 2

Pipe Stems 6/64" 1680-1720 1 2

Pipe Stems 7/64" 1680

Pipe Stems 8/64" 1650-1680

Pipe Stems 9/64" 1650

Sum stems 3 1 0 5

Weighted bore 5.3 5.0 ###### 5.2

Date (Heighton) 1731.1 1742.7 ###### 1735.7

Date (Binford) 1727.8 1740.6 ###### 1732.9

Date (Hanson) 1711.6 1731.3 ###### 1719.5

Pipe bowl 1

Charcoal 2 2

Coal 6 2

Slag 1 3

Bone 1 10 1 tooth

Shell

Nail 2 5 2

Flint

Copper/Brass

Slate 1

Notes S1

Notes S3 2 iron hinges

Notes S3 1 metal button

WAG Report No 70 Albrighton 2019 Page 48



Notes S3

Notes S3

Notes S3

Notes S3

Notes S4 George III halfpenny
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Test pit 3
Test Pit 3 1 2 3 4

381269W 304134N

Spit Depth

Pottery type

Roman

Anglo-Saxon

Post A/S

Medieval

Post Medieval

Modern

Unglazed

Medieval Orange      

Midlands sandyware      

Midlands white      

Coarse black earthenware 4 3

Fine black earthenware 3 2 1

Midlands Yellow

Midlands Purple

White 5 4

Mottled Brownware 1

Brownware 1 1

Slipware 1

Stoneware

Blue & White 2 1 1

Creamware 1

Modern 2

Window Glass 1 1 1

WG decorated

WG frosted

WG yellow
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Glass - other
3,  1 pale 
green

3 pale green 
domestic, 1 
green bottle 1 bottle green

Floor Tiles

Roof Tiles 2 1 7

Tiles unspecified 

Slate

Plaster

Mortar 1 1

Brick 3 11 8

MBT

Sandstone y 4 y 1 worked y 3

Pipe Stems 3/64"

Pipe Stems 4/64" 1720-1750 1

Pipe Stems 5/64" 1720 4 1 1

Pipe Stems 6/64" 1680-1720 1 1

Pipe Stems 7/64" 1680 2

Pipe Stems 8/64" 1650-1680

Pipe Stems 9/64" 1650

Sum stems 6 1 4 0

Weighted bore 5.0 5.0 6.3 ######

Date (Heighton)
1742.
7

1742.
7 1702.7 ######

Date (Binford)
1740.
6

1740.
6 1692.7 ######

Date (Hanson)
1731.
3

1731.
3 1657.6 ######

Pipe bowl 1

Charcoal 3 1 1

Coal 3

Slag 1

Bone 3 1

Shell

Nail 1 5 6

Flint

WAG Report No 70 Albrighton 2019 Page 51



Copper/Brass

Micacous sandstone 1 3 4

Notes S1 1975 2p piece under turf, 

Notes S1 1862 Victorian half pence

Notex S1 3 slate markers

Notes S2 1 cats eye

Notes S3
A piece of yellow sandstone with incised 
parallel lines

Notes S4

This spit was below the 
cobbles of which a sample 
of 8 is included

Micaceous sandstone, a sandstone 
with mica inclusions which splits 
naturally into layers.
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Appendix 2. Historic Environment Record entries.

A. Crown Pub excavations 1999.

Shropshire HER  |  | 

HER Number (PRN): 05381

Name: Tenement plots to north of High St, Albrighton
Type of Record: Monument
Protected Status: Conservation Area: Albrighton

Monument Types

TENEMENT (Medieval - 1066 AD to 1540 AD)
TENEMENT (Post Medieval - 1540 AD to 1901 AD)

Summary
This site represents: a tenement of medieval date, a tenement of post medieval date.

Parish: Albrighton, Bridgnorth, Shropshire
Map Sheet: SJ80SW
Grid Reference: SJ 8136 0414
Related records: None recorded
Associated Finds: None recorded
Associated Events

 ESA4906 - 1999 Excavations at the Crown Pub, High Street, Albrighton by SCCAS

 ESA6743 - 1999 evaluation trench at the Crown Pub, High Street, Albrighton by SCCAS

Description

CMHTS Comment:- Tenement plots fronting market place, part of medieval new town of Albrighton. The
shape of the tenement plots boundaries suggest that this block was not laid out all at one time. Continued to
be occupied in the post medieval period. Contains the following listed buildings - C16th (SA13778), C18th
(SA13777, 13775), C19th (SA17671) and an 18C non listed building (SA13776) <1>

CMHTS Report <2>

Archaeological excavations undertaken at the Crown Pub, High Street, Albrighton in 1999 by SCCAS in
conjunction with planned development of the area. The investigation found evidence for probable domestic
occupation on the site in the 13th and 14th centuries and then a period of inoccupation until the 17th century.
Renewed domestic occupation of the site  was found with two pits  dug in  the 17th century.  A property
boundary first marked in the 13th century was renewed in the 18th century with a sandstone wall. In the 19th
century the site formed part of an orchard and garden that then became a car park, lawn and shrubbery in the
20th century. <3>

WAG Report No 70 Albrighton 2019 Page 53

http://thesaurus.english-heritage.org.uk/thesaurus_term.asp?thes_no=1&term_no=68997
http://thesaurus.english-heritage.org.uk/thesaurus_term.asp?thes_no=1&term_no=68997


A single evaluation trench was excavated 8m to the E of, and parallel with the frontage of High Street,
Albrighton, on land adjacent to the Crown Public House. This revealed a number of features of medieval
date.  The earliest  of these features were two small  pits  and a gulley,  cut into the natural subsoil.  Such
features are typical of what might be expected within the back-plot of a medieval urban tenement or burgage
plot and suggest that the street frontage within the study area was probably occupied during the medieval
period. medieval occupation within the study area was also suggested by the presence of a clay and pebble
feature, possibly a floor or yard surface, seen at the southeast end of the evaluation trench. Also of medieval
date were the foundations of the sandstone wall seen running back at right angles to the line of the street.
These foundations may have represented the remains of boundary wall dividing two tenement plots, or they
may possibly have a been plinth course for the wall of a lightweight timber structure.  These features were
recorded as surviving in good condition, and further archaeological work was recommended on this site.
<4>

<01> Buteux Victoria & Dalwood Hal, 1993/ 1996, CMHTS SMR Records Shropshire: Acton Burnell to 
Bishop's Castle, Albrighton 5381 (Record form). SSA19964.
<02> Buteux Victoria et al, 1996, Archaeological Assessment of Albrighton, Shropshire (CMHTS) (Historic 
landscape survey report). SSA12062.
<03> Hannaford Hugh R, 2000, Archaeological investigations at Albrighton, Shropshire (Excavation 
report). SSA20920.

<04> Hannaford Hugh R, 1999, An Archaeological Evaluation at Albrighton, Shropshire (Excavation 
report). SSA24091.

Sources

[01]

SSA19964 - Record form: Buteux Victoria & Dalwood Hal. 1993/ 1996. CMHTS SMR 
Records Shropshire: Acton Burnell to Bishop's Castle. Central Marches Historic Towns 
Survey record form. Vol 1. Albrighton 5381. 

[02]
SSA12062 - Historic landscape survey report: Buteux Victoria et al. 1996. Archaeological
Assessment of Albrighton, Shropshire (CMHTS). Hereford & Worcester CAS Rep. Rep 
294. 

[03]
SSA20920 - Excavation report: Hannaford Hugh R. 2000. Archaeological investigations 
at Albrighton, Shropshire. SCCAS Rep. 178. 

[04]
SSA24091 - Excavation report: Hannaford Hugh R. 1999. An Archaeological Evaluation 
at Albrighton, Shropshire. SCCAS Rep. 167. 

Date Last Edited: Sep 14 2018 9:30AM
Search results generated by the HBSMR Gateway from exeGesIS SDM Ltd.
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B. Market Cross

Shropshire HER  |  | 

HER Number (PRN): 01837
Name: Possible site of the Market Cross, Albrighton

Type of Record: Monument
Protected Status: Conservation Area: Albrighton

Monument Types

CROSS (Unknown date)

Summary

A Market Cross may have stood near the Crown Inn in the late 18th century.
Parish: Albrighton, Bridgnorth, Shropshire

Map Sheet: SJ80SW
Grid Reference: SJ 8126 0415
Related records: None recorded
Associated Finds: None recorded
Associated Events

 ESA2359 - 1959 field observation by the Ordnance Survey

 ESA2360 - 1959 field observation by the Ordnance Survey

Description

At Albrighton.. A venerable half-timbered house near the Market Cross. (The Rev Blakeway lived 1765-
1826) <1a>

Reportedly the only half timbered house in the area of which there is any record is the Crown Hotel…This is
presumably the house referred to by Blakeway as being near the Market Cross. OS FI 1959 <1>

The Crown is situated in the NE angle of the only crossing of through roads in Albrighton, at SJ8126 0415.
The road extending to the SW from the crossing is known as Cross Road. No visible trace of the market
cross remains in this vicinity and its present whereabouts was not ascertained, but see PRN 01840. OS FI
1959 <1>

<00> Shropshire County Council SMR, Site and Monuments Record (SMR) cards, SMR Card for PRN SA 
01837 (Card index). SSA20722.

<01a> Blakeway J B, 1899, History of Albrighton near Shifnal, p33 (Article in serial). SSA6363.

<01> Ordnance Survey, 1959, Ordnance Survey Record Card SJ80SW19 (Card index). SSA6368.
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Sources

[00]
SSA20722 - Card index: Shropshire County Council SMR. Site and Monuments Record 
(SMR) cards. SMR record cards. SMR Card for PRN SA 01837. 

[01a]
SSA6363 - Article in serial: Blakeway J B. 1899. History of Albrighton near Shifnal. 
Trans Shropshire Archaeol Hist Soc. Ser 2, Vol XI (=Vol 22). p25-158. p33. 

[01]
SSA6368 - Card index: Ordnance Survey. 1959. Ordnance Survey Record Card 
SJ80SW19 . Ordnance Survey record cards. SJ80SW19 . 

Date Last Edited: Feb 26 2018 2:01PM

Search results generated by the HBSMR Gateway from exeGesIS SDM Ltd.
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C. The Market House

Shropshire HER  |  | 

HER Number (PRN): 01835
Name: Market House, Albrighton

Type of Record: Monument
Protected Status: Conservation Area: Albrighton

Monument Types

MARKET HALL (Post Medieval - 1540 AD to 1901 AD)
POUND (Post Medieval - 1540 AD to 1901 AD)
PRISON (Post Medieval - 1540 AD to 1901 AD)
STOCKS (Post Medieval - 1540 AD to 1901 AD)
Summary

This site represents: a stocks of post medieval date, a prison of post medieval date, a pound of post medieval
date, a market hall of post medieval date.

Parish: Albrighton, Bridgnorth, Shropshire
Map Sheet: SJ80SW

Grid Reference: SJ 814 040
Related records: None recorded
Associated Finds: None recorded
Associated Events

 ESA2357 - 1959 field observation by the Ordnance Survey
Description

Market House, Albrighton, stands in the centre of the town. It has two arches and under the arches is the
town prison called the Crib, and a pair of stocks. (Rev Blakeway lived 1765-1826.) The Market House with
the stocks has now gone. The Lock-up, Stocks and Pinfold were established on the NE corner of the Green.
In 1845 Lock-up and Stocks were abolished and the Pinfold was moved further on [<1b>]. Area centred
SJ8140 0403. The area now known as the Green consists of a narrow belt of grassland, which extends along
the S side of the main road through the centre of the town. According to local tradition, the Market House
was located centrally in this area. The site is reportedly not shown on the tithe award maps. No trace of the
building now remains. OS FI 1959 <1>

CMHTS Record Sheet <2>

CMHTS Report <3>

<00> Shropshire County Council SMR, Site and Monuments Record (SMR) cards, SMR Card for PRN SA 
01835 (Card index). SSA20722.

<01a> Blakeway J B, 1899, History of Albrighton near Shifnal, p32 (Article in serial). SSA6363.

WAG Report No 70 Albrighton 2019 Page 57

http://thesaurus.english-heritage.org.uk/thesaurus_term.asp?thes_no=1&term_no=68737
http://thesaurus.english-heritage.org.uk/thesaurus_term.asp?thes_no=1&term_no=68735
http://thesaurus.english-heritage.org.uk/thesaurus_term.asp?thes_no=1&term_no=68660
http://thesaurus.english-heritage.org.uk/thesaurus_term.asp?thes_no=1&term_no=68798


<01b> Priestley T, 1899, Notes on Albrighton in the 19th Century, p153 (Article in serial). SSA6364.

<01> Ordnance Survey, 1959, Ordnance Survey Record Card SJ80SW17 (Card index). SSA6366.

<02> Buteux Victoria & Dalwood Hal, 1993/ 1996, CMHTS SMR Records Shropshire: Acton Burnell to 
Bishop's Castle, Albrighton 1835 (Record form). SSA19964.

<03> Buteux Victoria et al, 1996, Archaeological Assessment of Albrighton, Shropshire (CMHTS) (Historic 
landscape survey report). SSA12062.
Sources

[00]
SSA20722 - Card index: Shropshire County Council SMR. Site and Monuments Record 
(SMR) cards. SMR record cards. SMR Card for PRN SA 01835. 

[01a]
SSA6363 - Article in serial: Blakeway J B. 1899. History of Albrighton near Shifnal. 
Trans Shropshire Archaeol Hist Soc. Ser 2, Vol XI (=Vol 22). p25-158. p32. 

[01b]
SSA6364 - Article in serial: Priestley T. 1899. Notes on Albrighton in the 19th Century. 
Trans Shropshire Archaeol Hist Soc. Ser 2, Vol XI (=Vol 22). p138-158. p153. 

[01]
SSA6366 - Card index: Ordnance Survey. 1959. Ordnance Survey Record Card 
SJ80SW17 . Ordnance Survey record cards. SJ80SW17 . 

[02]
SSA19964 - Record form: Buteux Victoria & Dalwood Hal. 1993/ 1996. CMHTS SMR 
Records Shropshire: Acton Burnell to Bishop's Castle. Central Marches Historic Towns 
Survey record form. Vol 1. Albrighton 1835. 

[03]
SSA12062 - Historic landscape survey report: Buteux Victoria et al. 1996. Archaeological
Assessment of Albrighton, Shropshire (CMHTS). Hereford & Worcester CAS Rep. Rep 
294. 

Date Last Edited: Apr 27 2010 2:18PM

Search results generated by the HBSMR Gateway from exeGesIS SDM Ltd.
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D. The Manor House

Shropshire HER  |  | 

HER Number (PRN): 13764
Name: No 20, The Manor House, HIGH STREET, Albrighton
Type of Record: Building
Protected Status: Conservation Area: Albrighton

Listed Building (II.) 1275153: THE MANOR HOUSE
Monument Types

HOUSE (Early, Early 18th century to Late 19th century - 1700 AD to 1899 AD)

Summary

An early to mid 18th century house, which is protected by Grade II. Listing.
Parish: Albrighton, Bridgnorth, Shropshire
Map Sheet: SJ80SW
Grid Reference: SJ 8125 0413
Related records: None recorded
Associated Finds: None recorded
Associated Events: None recorded
Description
House. Early to mid C18 with later C18 and C19 additions and alterations. Red brick; plain tiled 2 span roof
with raised verges on kneelers. 3 storeys with brick plinth and floor bands; 3 bay entrance front with central
doorway; slightly recessed glazing bar sash windows, reduced proportions to second floor; 6 panelled door
with rectangular overlight. Tuscan portico with detached columns and pilasters, open pediment (remodelled)
and fragmentary entablature. Plastered moulded eaves cornice, 4 projecting brick end stacks. Later C18 red
brick range at right angles to rear, now connected to house by C19 flat roofed extension. Left-hand ground
floor room contains C18 decorative plasterwork to ceiling. C19 cast iron railings and gate posts to front of
house <2>

<00> Shropshire County Council SMR, Site and Monuments Record (SMR) cards, SMR Card for PRN SA 
13764 (Card index). SSA20722.

<01> Ministry of Housing and Local Government, 1952-Aug, Provisional List of Buildings of Special 
Architectural or Historic Interest (Shifnal Rural District), p1 (List of Buildings). SSA11381.

<02> Department of the Environment (DoE), 1984-Sep-26, 6th List of Buildings of Special Architectural or 
Historic Interest, p10 (List of Buildings). SSA4042.

<03> Anon, 1979-Dec, The Manor House, High St, Albrighton (Photograph). SSA14263.

<04> Anon, 1984, The Manor, Albrighton (Photograph). SSA14264.

Sources

[00] SSA20722 - Card index: Shropshire County Council SMR. Site and Monuments Record 
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(SMR) cards. SMR record cards. SMR Card for PRN SA 13764. 

[01]
SSA11381 - List of Buildings: Ministry of Housing and Local Government. 1952-Aug. 
Provisional List of Buildings of Special Architectural or Historic Interest (Shifnal Rural 
District). Provisional List. p1. 

[02]
SSA4042 - List of Buildings: Department of the Environment (DoE). 1984-Sep-26. 6th 
List of Buildings of Special Architectural or Historic Interest. Vol 207-0. List volume. 
p10. 

[03]
SSA14263 - Photograph: Anon. 1979-Dec. The Manor House, High St, Albrighton. Black
and white. 35mm. 

[04] SSA14264 - Photograph: Anon. 1984. The Manor, Albrighton. Colour. 

Date Last Edited: Sep 7 2006 2:15PM

Search results generated by the HBSMR Gateway from exeGesIS SDM Ltd.
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E.  The Crown Inn

Shropshire HER  |  | 

HER Number (PRN): 13778
Name: The Crown Inn, HIGH STREET, Albrighton
Type of Record: Building
Protected Status: Conservation Area: Albrighton

Listed Building (II) 1053699: THE CROWN INN
Monument Types

 INN (16th century - 1500 AD to 1599 AD)

Summary

An 16th century house, now an inn, which is protected by Grade II Listing.
Parish: Albrighton, Bridgnorth, Shropshire
Map Sheet: SJ80SW
Grid Reference: SJ 8129 0416
Related records: None recorded
Associated Finds: None recorded
Associated Events: None recorded
Description
House, now inn. C16, remodelled early C18 with later additions and alterations. Red brick, timber frame,
mostly planted externally, machine tiled roofs. Hall and cross-wing type converted. 2 storeys with gable lit
attics; 1:3:1; windows all C20 leaded casements, transoms to those in central (hall?) range, rubbed brick flat
arches, fluted keystones and bracketed sills to ground floor. Projecting 2 storey bay to left may mark the
position of a former oriel, C20 central gabled porch. Plastered C18 modillion eaves cornice. Cross wings
have much planted timbering above ground floor and late C19 cut bargeboards. Prominent chimneys to right
of left-hand cross wing with multiple stacks on massive sandstone base. Paired stacks to right of (hall?)
range.  Right-hand cross wing is  presumably a C19 addition but that on left  retains  partial  jettying and
original timbering on its left-hand side. <2>

<00> Shropshire County Council SMR, Site and Monuments Record (SMR) cards, SMR Card for PRN SA 
13778 (Card index). SSA20722.

<01> Ministry of Housing and Local Government, 1952-Aug, Provisional List of Buildings of Special 
Architectural or Historic Interest (Shifnal Rural District), p3 (List of Buildings). SSA11381.

<02> Department of the Environment (DoE), 1984-Sep-26, 6th List of Buildings of Special Architectural or 
Historic Interest, p6 (List of Buildings). SSA4042.
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Sources

[00]
SSA20722 - Card index: Shropshire County Council SMR. Site and Monuments Record 
(SMR) cards. SMR record cards. SMR Card for PRN SA 13778. 

[01]
SSA11381 - List of Buildings: Ministry of Housing and Local Government. 1952-Aug. 
Provisional List of Buildings of Special Architectural or Historic Interest (Shifnal Rural 
District). Provisional List. p3. 

[02]
SSA4042 - List of Buildings: Department of the Environment (DoE). 1984-Sep-26. 6th 
List of Buildings of Special Architectural or Historic Interest. Vol 207-0. List volume. p6. 

Date Last Edited: Mar 19 2007 3:31PM

Search results generated by the HBSMR Gateway from exeGesIS SDM Ltd.
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F.  Area of earliest settlement.

Shropshire HER  |  | 

HER Number (PRN): 05389
Name: Area of earliest settlement, Albrighton
Type of Record: Monument
Protected Status: Conservation Area: Donington and Albrighton
Monument Types

 VILLAGE (Medieval - 1066 AD to 1540 AD)

Summary

This site represents: a village of medieval date.
Parish: Albrighton, Bridgnorth, Shropshire
Map Sheet: SJ80SW
Grid Reference: SJ 8087 0433
Related records: None recorded
Associated Finds: None recorded
Associated Events: None recorded
Description

Area defined by M Watson as original early settlement nucleus in immediate vicinity of the church and the 
medieval manorial site. He considers, however, that this was not the location of the medieval town <1>

By the 18C this area was fields with the exception of the land nearest the church (SA5377 and 5378) <2>

Fieldwork (8.11.94) indicated little or no survival of early boundaries <3>

CMHTS Record Sheet <4>

CMHTS Report <5>

<01> Watson Michael D, 1988, Albrighton: Archaeological Appraisal (Deskbased survey report). 
SSA11428.

<02> Anon, 1789, Plan of Estates in the Lordship of Albrighton 1789 (Map). SSA11430.

<03> Buteux Victoria & Dalwood Hal, 1993/ 1996, CMHTS SMR Records Shropshire: Acton Burnell to 
Bishop's Castle, Albrighton 5389 (Record form). SSA19964.

<04> Buteux Victoria & Dalwood Hal, 1993/ 1996, CMHTS SMR Records Shropshire: Acton Burnell to 
Bishop's Castle, Albrighton 5389 (Record form). SSA19964.
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<05> Buteux Victoria et al, 1996, Archaeological Assessment of Albrighton, Shropshire (CMHTS) (Historic 
landscape survey report). SSA12062.

Sources

[01]
SSA11428 - Deskbased survey report: Watson Michael D. 1988. Albrighton: Archaeological 
Appraisal. 

[02] SSA11430 - Map: Anon. 1789. Plan of Estates in the Lordship of Albrighton 1789. 

[03]
SSA19964 - Record form: Buteux Victoria & Dalwood Hal. 1993/ 1996. CMHTS SMR Records 
Shropshire: Acton Burnell to Bishop's Castle. Central Marches Historic Towns Survey record form. 
Vol 1. Albrighton 5389. 

[04]
SSA19964 - Record form: Buteux Victoria & Dalwood Hal. 1993/ 1996. CMHTS SMR Records 
Shropshire: Acton Burnell to Bishop's Castle. Central Marches Historic Towns Survey record form. 
Vol 1. Albrighton 5389. 

[05]
SSA12062 - Historic landscape survey report: Buteux Victoria et al. 1996. Archaeological 
Assessment of Albrighton, Shropshire (CMHTS). Hereford & Worcester CAS Rep. Rep 294. 

Search results generated by the HBSMR Gateway from exeGesIS SDM Ltd.
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G.  The Market Place

Shropshire HER  |  | 

HER Number (PRN): 05383
Name: Market Place, Albrighton
Type of Record: Monument
Protected Status: Conservation Area: Albrighton
Monument Types

MARKET PLACE (Medieval to Post Medieval - 1066 AD to 1901 AD)

Summary

This site represents: a market place of medieval to post medieval date.
Parish: Albrighton, Bridgnorth, Shropshire
Map Sheet: SJ80SW
Grid Reference: SJ 8135 0409
Related records: None recorded
Associated Finds: None recorded
Associated Events: None recorded
Description

A market and fair was granted in 1232 <1>

CMHTS Comment:- It continued throughout the medieval and post med periods. The market area was a 
large funnel shaped part of the High Street which contained the medieval market cross (SA1837) at its 
western end. In the post medieval period the market contained a tollshop (SA1836), Market House and Gaol 
(SA1835) and stocks (SA5366) <2>

CMHTS Report <3>

<01> Eyton R W, 1854/ 1860, Antiquities of Shropshire (Volume 2) (Monograph). SSA2432.

<02> Buteux Victoria & Dalwood Hal, 1993/ 1996, CMHTS SMR Records Shropshire: Acton Burnell to 
Bishop's Castle, Albrighton 5383 (Record form). SSA19964.

<03> Buteux Victoria et al, 1996, Archaeological Assessment of Albrighton, Shropshire (CMHTS) (Historic 
landscape survey report). SSA12062.
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Sources

[01] SSA2432 - Monograph: Eyton R W. 1854/ 1860. Antiquities of Shropshire (Volume 2). Vol 2. 

[02]
SSA19964 - Record form: Buteux Victoria & Dalwood Hal. 1993/ 1996. CMHTS SMR Records 
Shropshire: Acton Burnell to Bishop's Castle. Central Marches Historic Towns Survey record form. 
Vol 1. Albrighton 5383. 

[03]
SSA12062 - Historic landscape survey report: Buteux Victoria et al. 1996. Archaeological 
Assessment of Albrighton, Shropshire (CMHTS). Hereford & Worcester CAS Rep. Rep 294. 

Search results generated by the HBSMR Gateway from exeGesIS SDM Ltd.
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Appendix 3. Researching the history of market houses and halls

Towns are built on trade. For centuries its focus was  markets and fairs.
Medieval markets were presided over by a cross, called the market cross or high cross. Eventually divine
protection extended to physical. A Tudor cross could be an octagonal structure on legs that sheltered those
selling butter and eggs from baskets. Market crosses were built by the market authority. In the rare event that
one was donated by a private benefactor, it would generally be taken over and maintained by the authority.

Who was the authority? The valuable right to hold a market was granted by the Crown. Many such grants
were  made  to  monasteries and  manorial  lords in  the  Middle  Ages.  Poorly-placed  markets  died  away;
successful  ones  became the  hub of  a  market  town.  The  Dissolution and the  growing  independence  of
successful boroughs meant that by Elizabethan times markets were more likely to be run by a corporation,
perhaps developed from a merchant guild. In Scotland markets were more often under burgh control from
the start. A special Pie Powder Court dispensed justice in cases relating to the market; the building in which
it met could be called a tollbooth or tolsey.

So  a  natural  development  was  the  market  house.  This  provided  a
covered area for vendors on the ground floor and a guildhall,  town hall,  moot hall or tolsey above. This
plan can be traced back to the Palazzo del Broletto in Como, Italy (1215), but there are no British examples
before the 15th century. The market house could serve many purposes. A small town might have no other
public building for centuries, so it could house a Tudor court, Civil War armoury or a Victorian policeman.
Civic functions, court sessions and public meetings could be held there. It could even double up as a school
or jail. The typical structure was an open, arcaded ground floor with one or more storeys above.

From  the  mid-18th  century  until  the  Municipal  Corporation  Act  of  1835  there  was  a  burst  of  civic
improvement  through  'private'  Acts  of  Parliament.  Such  an  Act  would  create  a  local  improvement
commission, empowered to carry out specified works. In some cases this was the demolition, rebuilding or
re-siting of the market house. The records of any such commission should be in the local record office. (And
see West below.) 
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By this time growing towns and cities were finding it convenient to
split  the functions of the old market house between separate buildings: town halls, court  houses,  and a
covered market and/or a corn exchange. Corn exchanges were designed to provide cover for merchants
trading in corn samples. John Wood the Elder of Bath designed  Palladian corn exchanges for Bristol and
Liverpool in the 1740s. London gained a similar one around the same time (shown right). But the majority
were built between 1840 and 1870, usually by private companies, who let them out for other events as well. 

The 19th century also saw the creation of grandiose  market halls. The first of the massive halls was St
John's Market, built in Liverpool in 1822. It brought the outdoor market indoors, providing greater security
as well as shelter from the weather. Stalls were set up under a huge roof supported on cast-iron pillars,
surrounded by walls lined with small shops. Many Victorian market halls of similar type followed. Glass
roofs became increasingly popular as the century wore on. The first market hall to have a glass and wrought
iron roof was that built at Birkenhead in 1845. A late example is Cardiff's market hall (shown below). In
1870s  multi-storey market  halls  began to  appear,  lined  with  shops and with  flamboyant  façades.  They
rivalled the  department  stores then coming into fashion.  This generation of  market  halls,  together  with
shopping arcades were the precursors of the shopping malls of the 20th century. 

Some small town Victorian market houses were built by commercial consortiums. But in the main Victorian
market halls were the work of corporations, paid for from public money and designed often by borough
surveyors. So the plans and other records of the works should be in the local record office. 

Cunningham, C., Victorian and Edwardian Town Halls (1981), pp.245-99: lists British corn exchanges with 
dates and costs.
Girouard, M., The English Town (1990).
Pevsner, N., A History of Building Types (1976), chap.15 gives the wider European context.
Rimmer, Alfred, Ancient Stone Crosses of England (1875) has many illustrations of market crosses.
Schmiechen, J. and Carls, K., The British Market Hall: A social and architectural history (1999). Includes a 
gazetteer with bibliography covering England, Scotland, Wales and the Channel Isles.
Tittler, R., Architecture and Power: The town hall and the English urban community c. 1500-1640 (1991).
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 West, J., Town Records (1983) includes a gazetteer of Improvement Acts in England and Wales.

 General sources for public buildings.

 General image sources and see particularly The Builder for designs and descriptions of Victorian 
market halls. 

Courtesy of www.buildinghistory.org/buildings/markethalls.shtml
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Appendix 4 Site at the Crown Pub prior to redevelopment
Date of interview:  12.07.99

Date tape transcribed:  26.11.17

Ron Watson interviewing Hugh Hannorford, AIFA, Shropshire County Council Field 
Archaeologist

We are looking at the archaeology of the site here next to The Crown public house just off
the High Street in Albrighton on behalf of Banks’ Brewery who have planning permission to
develop this part of the site for commercial and office premises.

We are just off the High Street, on the north side of the High Street, to the East of Cross
Road next to the Crown public house.

This part of the High Street was probably the site of a mediaeval market place and because
of that  the area we are looking at now is probably the most  underdeveloped part  of the
historic core of Albrighton.  

We were asked earlier this year as part of the planning permission to do what we term “an
archaeological evaluation of the site” which is basically to excavate a trial trench and see
whether there are any archaeological remains and deposits left.  Now we are interested in
seeing  whether  there  are  any  remains  which  might  be  associated  with  the  original
development of the town of Albrighton in the thirteenth century.  Albrighton as you know is
a new town really that was created around about 1200-1250 and the sites fronting onto the
market place would obviously be some of the key properties within the town.

The map evidence tells us that this area hasn’t been developed since about 1800 so there is a
good chance that if there was any archaeology here it would be reasonably well preserved.

In July this year we excavated a trial trench and here in front of us is the end of the trial
trench.  We came down onto the remains of a boundary wall and cut into the natural subsoil
where a number of pits and small post holes were found, some of which contained mediaeval
pottery.

We also got just the edge from the end of the trench of a layer of clay and cobbles which
looked like it might be a floor or yard surface.

The wall runs more or less at right angles to the High Street and probably originally ran at
right angles to the market place.
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I think the market place will have been actually within the High Street.  The markets in these
towns weren’t sort of separate places they were just held in the middle of a widened High
Street.   So the properties that fronted onto that would obviously have had a commercial
advantage.

This is what we found in the evaluation trench and as a result of that it was agreed that we
would open up a larger area to investigate these features further and this is what we have got
here.  We have got the full length of the boundary wall with the area exposed now.  The wall
is probably 14/15th century in date and it has been cut into this earlier clay yard or floor
surface.  The area is about 11 metres long so we have got an area of about 9 metres exposed
but the wall is actually coming at least 12 metres back from the wall.  The end of the wall
here is 12 metres back from the site boundary and it is continuing on into the site so it is
probably extending the full length of the property.  It is probably dividing two of the original
mediaeval burgage plots.

RW  So this side going toward Wolverhampton you think would be a yard or the floor of a
house?

It is either a yard or a floor of a building.  We haven’t made up our minds on it yet.  It looks
more like a yard because of the number of cobbles which are still embedded in the surface it
looks more like it is the remains of an exterior yard surface.

We have a number of features cut into it particularly at the southern or High Street end of the
site.  A number of pits and post holes cut into it.  Some of them are early post-mediaeval
some are late-mediaeval.  

RW  The post holes would be for what?

Perhaps fences, cattle stalls.  They don’t appear to be large enough for buildings.  

RW  So you think the house is behind us towards the newsagents?

If there was a house on the site yes it was probably behind where we are standing now.

We won’t have time to go any further.

RW  So going toward the High Street what have you found over there?

Well the yard surface continues to the High Street, it slopes down toward the High Street
which I suppose perhaps is what you would expect and then we have a steady build-up of
garden soils of later post-mediaeval date, 17/18th century and then a lot of build up of soils
and humus of 19th century date but  also interleaved with this we have two cobbled surfaces
which may actually have been the edge of the original High Street or pavement alongside the
High Street.  They are just visible in the section on the southern edge of the site.
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Just above the step there is one layer of cobbles there which is probably one edge of the High
Street and just in the very corner about a foot higher up there is another band of cobbles and
pebbles which again probably marks another surfacing of the pavement or yards.

RW  So this wall you have exposed at the moment, how far down is that?

It is about half a metre down, 500ml at the back edge of the site but it drops very slightly
towards the road probably following the natural contours of the matter underneath.

RW  So this is just sort of an accumulation over the years.

Then the wall on the yard surface in turn lie on a layer of loamy agricultural soil really which
contains a few bits of pottery of 11/12th century date.

RW  Nothing of great significance.

Nothing any  earlier  than that.   The  earliest  features  we have  got  here  do more  or  less
correspondence in date to the establishment of the town in the 13th century.

We have had a reasonable collection of mediaeval pottery and post-mediaeval pottery that
we take back to our base in Shrewsbury.  It gets cleaned up, sorted and marked, counted and
weighed.   Then together  with  the  site  archive  it  gets  handed onto  the  County  Museum
Service Curator and we produce a report on the excavations for the client, Banks’ Brewery,
and for the County Sites and Monuments Records where it is available for public access.

RW  Well that more or less covers this, would you like to explain how you go about these
excavations?  To someone who knows nothing about it.

In this case it has been simplified because we did excavate a trial trench first of all.  We used
a mechanical excavator to remove topsoil over an area about 7 metres long by about 8½ wide
and  removed  the  topsoil  with  a  JCB.   Then  cleaned  down  onto  the  top  of  significant
archaeological features, things such as the boundary wall we have got here to establish what
was there and how well preserved it was.  This was done under our supervision.  This then
gives us an idea of what is there so that when we come to open up a larger area we know
what sort of levels to come down to with heavy digging.  What we do here is mark off the
area of trench we want to excavate, again bring a JCB back to remove the topsoil and then it
is all cleaned up and excavated by hand.  So here we have removed the first  400mm of
topsoil and overburden with a machine and all the rest gets dug by hand using picks and
shovels to start with and then as we get closer to more sensitive areas going down to using a
garden hoe, trowels and hand shovels.

RW  So you have to have a trained team that know what they are looking for?

Yes.
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RW   How did you get interested in it?

I suppose I have always been interested in archaeology.  As a child I actually got into it
myself from a job creation scheme back in the 1980s, that is how I got bitten by it.  I went to
Bristol  University  and  I  am originally  from  Kent,  Sussex,  and  Surrey.   I  now  live  in
Shrewsbury.

RW  Fascinating job isn’t it?

It is yes.  It is always different, you are out and about.  You see parts of the County you
would never otherwise see.  

RW  Can you think of anything to ask Walter?

Walter   Yes,  it  might  be  very  naïve  but  we  have  been  looking  for  some  time  for  a
place/building known as the “Toll Shop”.   Blakeway, an historian writing in the early part
of the century, said it was in the middle of the road near The Crown.  It was two-storeys and
it may have had a basement.  The upper storey was used for the Parish Council and the
lower storey was a Police Station or cells.  Well we just wondered whether there was any
chance of it being here.

I really couldn’t help on that. 

Walter   It is a naïve question.

I suppose the only way you are going to locate that is by going through the older maps and
Deeds.   I  don’t  think  there  is  anything  on  the  first  edition  Ordnance  Survey,  the  1880
Ordnance Survey, which says that.  It doesn’t show any buildings on the road there and there
is nothing on the Tithe maps.

Walter  It is said to have disappeared in the 1840s.

There is nothing on the copy of the Tithe map that I have seen.  So it was presumably gone
by the time that the map was produced.

RW  Well there was supposed to be a Jail somewhere?  

Walter  That is it.  The Jail was in a portion of it.

RW  Well somebody else said that they tied the prisoners to a pole on the green and then the
wardens had a night in The Crown and then they took them on the next day!  Because it is on
the main drag from Stafford to Worcester apparently and they used to come through here.

Word Count:  1,711

Note: Rev. Blakeway – History of Albrighton (c.1810-1814)
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