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Frontispiece. Midlands purpleware pottery from culvert trench. 
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Introduction 

Our test pitting campaign recommenced at Himley on the 21
st
 February 2016 with test pit 

number 33 and continued until 24
th

 April when number 41 was duly completed representing 

our fifth season of excavation. This time we managed to ‘enjoy’ better climatic conditions 

compared to the previous year meaning the test pits were not as ‘rushed’ and better 

information was gathered from them. Unfortunately, due to illness and other engagements, 

attendances for the digs were less than expected but this did not dampen the spirits of the 

regular attendees. 

Last year, we concentrated on the southern half of the site which was seen to show evidence 

for part of the village in Spyers’ plan so this time more effort was put in on the northern side 

which was closer to the manor house and church and also to have a look at the area where 

Midlands purple ware was discovered whilst repairing the culvert as this find was unexpected 

and not considered to be an area where occupation manifested itself. In fact, this area would 

have been almost directly at the front of the old house just outside the moat. 

We were hoping to utilise information from the Lidar image of Himley to help us with the 

positioning of the test pits as there does appear to be some evidence of house platforms and a 

road way which are faintly visible on the image and can also be seen on the ground. These 

appear to be just to the north of the church and to the south of the woodland. Evidence so far, 

from the previous finds, strongly suggests that this would be the older part of the village 

which grew up around the church and manor house. 

Whilst we are undertaking this project to try and learn as much about Himley as we possibly 

can with regard to its size, age, history and so on, another social aspect might be investigated 

and that is the impact of the Black Death which spread across Europe and Britain in the mid 

14
th

 century. A very recent project led by Professor Carenza Lewis is utilising information 

gleaned from test pits about pottery sherds in East Anglia to show that a lack of later 

medieval sherds after the plague is directly related to there being fewer survivors after the 

event. Her results have been quite dramatic and we will no doubt have a look at this as we 

progress our particular project at Himley. 

The surprise package in all of these test pits has been the large amount of prehistoric evidence 

which is now mounting up to show that Himley was quite a magnet for people all those years 

ago whether it was from the Mesolithic or the Bronze Age it just shows that all the elements 

for habitation were present and these people took advantage of them. We were hoping to find 

out more about their activities. 
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 Method 

Test Pits 

Permission was obtained to dig trial pits as follows: 

 be one metre square and up to 1 metre deep 

 be closed at the end of the day so there would be no hazard to the public 

 turves are removed and carefully stored so they can be replaced later. 

 soil is removed 20cm at a time and carefully sieved on to polythene sheet 

 any finds (pottery, glass, tiles etc) are washed and stored according to their depth 

 digging stops when finds run out or archaeology (building remains) are found 

The trench is filled in and the turves replaced. 
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NB Please note the trowel depicted in all test pit images points to the north. 

 

Results 

Test pit 33 

 

In the summer of 2014, work was done to repair a culvert which ran past the hall, under the 

south garden and into the lake. A mini digger was used to excavate the soil which was then 

transferred to the old greenhouse site to the west of the hall grounds at the request of Paula, 

one of the concerned Himley Ranger team. Within this spoil, quite a few pieces of pottery 

were found, all of a similar type and were later identified as midlands purple ware dating to 

about 1600AD (courtesy of Stoke potteries’ museum). Unusually, this was the first time this 

type of pottery was found on site so it was decided to investigate this area to try and find 

more but in the right context. 

The position of this test pit was a little further north than the original repair trench and the 

intention was to try and avoid the tree roots which might have been present. 

As usual, the square was de-turfed and the turf put aside for later replacement back in the 

same order. Almost immediately, a pebbly surface came to light which was several 

centimetres thick and contained fragments of brick, charcoal, mussel shell and sand. The 

pebbles ranged in size up to about 10 centimetres. This was most probably a recent path or 

track. 

Immediately below this, disturbed sandy debris was present, almost reminiscent of 

demolition material. At this point, a sondage was put into the NW corner to investigate 

whether this material continued (which it did) and then a sondage was dug on the NE corner. 

At 80 centimetres depth, a modern brick was seen (probably 20
th

 century) set in concrete so 

this was excavated to show part of a culvert made from more bricks and concrete which was 

arched. 

The culvert was photographed and the pit was filled in (see figure 1). No finds were made 

from this test pit. 
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Figure 1.  Test pit 33 showing modern culvert brickwork.  

 

Test pit 34 

 

Our previous test pit (number 33), uncovered a culvert near the Ha Ha whilst looking for the 

source of the Midlands purple ware so we were a little bit wary where to place this one in 

order to try and avoid the suspected prolific culverting in the vicinity. 

As usual, the turf was taken off and stored for later replacement. The first 10 cm or so of 

topsoil was taken off and searched by eye and sieving then commenced. The exposed surface 

was mainly pebble and a little bit of hardcore and it looked like a hard track or path surface 

which had been made up on several occasions. The soil matrix was dark brown in colour. 

 The pebbly layer continued for about 10 cm in depth and some larger pebble examples were 

present up to about 15cm in length. During the removal of this pebble layer a couple of pieces 

of flint debris were recovered. 

The pebble layer gave way to something a little sandier and softer but still containing 

pebbles. The next 15 cm gave us a small piece of possible medieval pot and several 
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fragments of flint but very little else. Charcoal was present throughout the pit in the shape of 

small flecks. 

The spoil was getting progressively wetter the further we went into the test pit and was 

almost impossible to sieve, but some finds were still made so a sondage was dug at the east 

side to a depth of about 75 cm. Nothing further was seen and the charcoal flecks were not 

apparent so the dig was halted at this point. 

The test pit was filled in, returfed and watered.  

No images were taken as the pit was unremarkable. 

 

Test pit 35. 

 

The Lidar image of Himley shows possible evidence of occupation just to the west of the end 

of the Ha Ha (at its northern end just past the churchyard-see figure 15). There seems to be an 

almost grid like appearance of roads or house platforms here. It was decided to put nearly all 

the remainder of test pits in this vicinity. This test pit was located approximately 20 metres 

west of the Ha Ha in line with its north corner. 

As usual, the turf was stripped off and retained for later replacement. The top 15cm or so of 

topsoil under the turf was removed and inspected by eye for any finds and at this point 

sieving commenced. The soil was well drained, very light and easily dug out.  

Many finds were  coming out including window glass, a piece of lead came, charcoal, roof 

tile and a piece of what looked like iron rich sandy ware which was abraded and full of white 

quartz granules. A fair few finds were surfacing to indicate building such as plaster, yellow 

sandstone and mortar but nothing was in context and this was shown when a darkish band of 

soil (about a spade width) was seen running e-w in the sandy matrix (figure ) and also 

contained quite a large amount of charcoal. 
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Figure 2. Test pit 35. Dark disturbed band of soil running E-W. 

Several pieces of medieval pottery were found during the dig along with some post medieval. 

No flint surfaced however, many pieces of fire cracked pebbles were seen in the lower layers 

which might indicate some prehistoric activity in the vicinity. 

 The dark band was noticeable until about 80 cm depth (still containing charcoal) but nothing 

to date it.  This ‘band’ of material looked like someone had dug out a trench at some time 

which could account for the mixed up finds. One piece of black pottery rim was found at 

about 70 cm in depth and was like ‘dog biscuit’ and contained many inclusions, one thought 

was that it may have been Saxon in origin but it may also have been badly overfired 

medieval.(Awaiting positive identification from Potteries Museum). 
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Figure 3. Test pit 35, shows dark band of soil in section. 

 

Charcoal seemed to run out at about 90 cm, however a sondage continued to about 1.1 

metres. Nothing further was seen. The turf was replaced on top of the filled-in test pit and 

watered in. 

 

Test pit 36 

Test pit 35, although being cut by a trench through the middle, produced a sherd or two of 

unidentified medieval or earlier pottery (to be confirmed) and gave us some hope of pushing 

back the time frame for the village. This test pit, situated approx 15 metres west of the Ha Ha 

and 5 metres south of test pit 35 would hopefully give us similar pottery but without the 

disturbance  cut, hence choosing its nearby position.  

As usual, the turf was stripped off and retained for later replacement. The top 15cm or so of 

topsoil under the turf was removed and inspected by eye for any finds and at this point 

sieving commenced. The soil was well drained, very light and easily dug out. 

Quite a lot of plaster and mortar was present along with brick, roof tile and some window 

glass indicating possible demolition of a house. Mixed up with this was a large amount of 

charcoal. Occasional pieces of post medieval pottery and bone were also present. 

Underneath this at about 40 cm depth, the finds died out and the soil which was light and 

sandy, seemed clean of finds. Could this be part of the foundation phase for a building 

demolished above it and has kept the soil clean of finds? 
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The clean sandy soil continued and sieving uncovered occasional fire cracked stones, 

charcoal and a couple of pieces of old black pottery, similar to those in test pit 35, again 

thoughts were it may be Saxon but confirmation would be needed. One or two more pieces of 

pottery were discovered in this clean matrix along with occasional pieces of brick, charcoal 

and roof tile.  

At 1.05 metres depth, a piece of rim of black burnished pottery was discovered which could 

possibly be Roman but this too needs to be confirmed. It seemed to be different to the other 

sherds found in that it was smooth and fairly light. A piece of flint was also found. 

A sondage was dug down to 1.5 metres when the matrix was almost pure red sand and natural 

was reached. At this point, the hole was filled in and re-turfed 

 

Figure 4. East section of test pit 36 looking clean. 

 

Test pit 37 

Due to the ‘success’ of the previous test pits producing some older medieval pottery it was 

decided to stay in the same general location to try and find some more, so as usual the pit was 

de-turfed and this was stored for later use. The test pit was placed on top of what appeared to 

be a raised area adjacent to the track heading west from the church and this was 

approximately 20 metres west of the Ha Ha and 10 metres south of test pit 35. 
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The first 15 cm of topsoil was dug out and searched by eye due to the imminently expected 

showers and lack of helpers. At this point, small lumps of possible white plaster started to 

show along with mortar so it was decided to commence sieving. This building debris 

increased in amount as sieving continued along with charcoal, brick and some window glass. 

The south edge of the test pit then became ‘solid’ with lime mortar and this extended 

approximately 30 cm northwards (see figure 5). Some roof tile and post medieval pottery was 

also present, along with quite a few pieces of animal bone including 2 large bovine examples. 

The mortar was about 20 cm thick, extending from about 40 cm to 60 cm in depth in the test 

pit, but its function was unknown. Up to this point sieving had been used but a heavy sudden 

rain shower came in and was threatening more so this strategy was abandoned by digging and 

searching using eyes only and a trowel. 

 

Figure 5. Shows lime mortar in test pit 37. 

The soil under the mortar in the test pit was a uniform brown colour containing some 

charcoal but little else until eventually a piece of blackened course pottery was found. Several 

more pieces came to light as digging progressed but the sherds seemed well worn.  

At about 90 cm depth some larger pebbles were seen with an occasional fire cracked being 

found. Charcoal seemed to be running out so a sondage was put in the south east corner and 

the soil turned sandy very quickly and at 1.2 metres digging ceased (see figure 6).  
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The test pit was quickly filled in as rain was threatening and eventually came down. 

 

Figure 6. Shows test pit 37 with sondage and lime mortar layer. 
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Test pit 38 

 

Once again, due to the ‘success’ of the previous test pits producing some older medieval 

pottery it was decided to stay in the same general location to try and find some more, so as 

usual the pit was de-turfed and this was stored for later use. The test pit was placed just off 

the top of what appeared to be a raised area adjacent to the track heading west from the 

church. 

The first 15 cm or so of top soil were removed and searched by eye for any artefacts and it 

looked as if some building debris was about to appear. At this point sieving was commenced. 

Very soon, brick, charcoal, tile, plaster, mortar and window glass were found indicating 

demolition of a building in the vicinity. This continued to about 40 cm depth and the soil was 

a consistent reddish brown colour here. 

On digging down, the soil was pinkish brown containing charcoal, resembling something 

more akin to construction rather than demolition material. Within this, several pieces of a 

clay pipe were found which might eventually be found to fit together. One small piece of flint 

also came to light. Finds were scarce in this spit but occasional fire cracked stones were 

found. 

On the next spit change at about 60 cm, one piece of blackened old pottery was uncovered 

and on close examination it was similar to those found the previous week and it contained 

largish white inclusions making the sherd feel rough to the touch. However, finds were very 

rare but the soil seemed to be a consistent red/pink/brown in colour indicating it was not 

natural. 

 On reaching 80 cm, sieving ceased and the eyes only method was used. Occasional large 

pebbles were seen and eventually one more piece of blackened pottery was found. Animal 

activity was common in the near vicinity in the shape of moles and several dark areas had 

been noted whilst digging. At around 85cm, quite a large dark amorphous patch containing 

blackish material was noted in the NE corner of the pit and on close examination, the black 

material was organic and not charcoal so the conclusion was that it was an animal nest for 

maybe rats or moles (see figure 7). 

At about 1.25 metres, natural was reached and the hole was filled in. 
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Figure 7. Shows amorphous dark patch in NE corner of test pit 38. 

 

Test pit 39 

 

A small raised platform in the vicinity of the last few test pits was examined to try and locate 

evidence of occupation and this was approximately 30 metres west of the Ha Ha and 10 

metres west of test pit 37.  If our hunch was correct, this one might indicate a house location. 

As usual, the square was de-turfed and the grass was retained in order for later replacement. 

The first 20 cm of earth was removed and visually inspected for artefacts but nothing was 

observed. Very quickly, building materials were seen and came thick and fast such as roof 

and floor tile, window glass, mortar, plaster, mussel shell, lead came and brick, and charcoal 

too was present. Mixed in with this were 2 complete clay pipe bowls, pipe stems and the 

remnants of an onion wine bottle, including the complete top and neck. One or two pieces of 

post medieval pottery and bone were also found. Large quantities of this building material 

was present through to about 40 cm depth and then it seemed to dry up with a sandy matrix 

being seen, most probably representing the construction phase of the building. The sandy 

matrix contained several pieces of fire cracked pebbles and stones.  
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The next spit from 40cm was fairly clean with the occasional piece of medieval pottery, fire 

cracked stone and charcoal coming to light. This continued into the 60-80 spit with no change 

and this was being inspected by hand with a trowel instead of sieving. A few more pieces of 

medieval pottery came out but by now the sandy matrix showed virtually nothing except for 

the fact it did not ‘appear’ natural.  

At about 1.2 metres, natural was reached, probably indicating the start of the construction 

phase for the house. Digging stopped at this point and the hole was filled in and re-turfed. No 

photos were taken as the pit showed no remarkable features. 

 

Test pit 40 

Another raised platform west of last week’s test pit was identified and a test pit was put in the 

centre in the hope of picking out another house. This was situated approximately 50 metres 

west of the Ha Ha and 20 metres west of test pit 39. The usual procedure was carried out with 

regard to the turf and the first 20 cm of earth were taken out and inspected visually. A few 

minor artefacts were saved from this spit. 

At 20cm, sieving commenced and artefacts were observed but not in any great quantity. The 

soil matrix turned sandy very quickly except in the SW corner which appeared to have had a 

hole dug into it in recent times as a piece of black polythene was later found embedded in it 

(see figure 8). 

 

Figure 8. Test pit 40 shows dark disturbed soil in SW corner. 
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 Little building material was found (except for brick fragments) which was surprising due to 

the presence of the raised platform. The sandy matrix continued further down and occasional 

small pebbles were seen. One piece of worked flint was found which looked as if it had been 

heat treated. 

Disappointingly, hardly any finds were being made except for rare flecks of charcoal despite 

sieving. At about 70 cm, we decided to abandon the sieving and dig out but inspecting by 

eyes only. The matrix did not look as if it was natural and there was an expectation that some 

medieval pottery would turn up soon but it was not to happen. 

 At about a metre depth, a hard surface was noticed on scraping, along with some red sand 

and some stake holes about 6cm diameter. On further investigation, a feature running 

NW/SE, about 60cm across was found. It was bounded by a number of these stake holes at 

regular intervals. It was difficult to ascertain if the feature was straight or slightly curved as 

the pit was only 1 metre square (see figure 9). 

 

Figure 9. Test pit 40 shows feature sandwiched by stake holes. 

 The feature was made from clay, small stones and sand and was sandwiched by the stakes; 

there was no dating evidence within its construction. Was the land ‘virgin’ when it was 

constructed i.e. we know that there is Mesolithic activity so could it be from that period when 

there was nothing to contaminate this feature? Could it have been a windbreak constructed to 

provide shelter from the predominant SW winds? Could it have been a house wall?  The 
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feature bottomed out at 1.25 metres after having only shown in the section at 1 metre. I do not 

believe this feature was of recent origins because I would have expected it to contain at least 

some dating or occupation evidence. 

It’s possible that this test pit may have been located on top of a house and perhaps the 

foundations were cut down to 1 metre and then filled up with sand and pebble to provide a 

level surface (construction phase), and on top of this was a tiled floor which was reclaimed 

when the house was dismantled. If the house was carefully and skilfully taken down then 

maybe very little demolition material was produced. Whatever happened, the material was 

very ‘clean’. 

Unfortunately, the test pit had to be filled in due to time constraints so complete examination 

of the feature was not possible. The turf was reinstated and the whole area watered. 

 

Figure 10. Test pit 40 showing close up of feature and stake holes. 

 

Test pit 41  

An opportunity arose after speaking to one of the Himley rangers on our final visit to be able 

to investigate close to the moat so this area was chosen as it was north of the old manor house 

being approximately 30 metres south of the tennis court near the yew hedge and hopefully 

either within the area encompassed by the moat or just on its edge. As usual the turf was 
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carefully removed and retained for later replacement. The first 20cm of topsoil was also 

removed and carefully inspected for finds by eyes only. 

At 20cm depth, sieving for finds commenced. Some demolition material was being found 

such as roof tile, mortar and brick and the matrix looked ‘full’ of sand and mortar debris 

typical of a demolished house. A black plastic water pipe about 25mm diameter was also 

discovered running ne/sw across the test pit which seemed to lead to a working standing tap 

near the tennis court. This demolition material continued through until about 60 cm during 

which time one piece of flint, some large chunks of slag, one piece of medieval pottery and a 

few fragments of post medieval pottery were found. The matrix was heavily punctuated with 

evidence for a structure including a couple of pieces of Tudor brick. 

At this point, the red matrix was replaced by a ‘cleaner’ brown soil and a few sherds of 

medieval pottery were quickly found along with some flecks of charcoal. The brown soil 

continued down to 1.05 metres but no more finds came to light and then a red natural clay 

layer was discovered (see figure 11).The test pit was then filled in and the turf re-laid. 

 

Figure 11. Test pit 41 shows plastic pipe and natural clay layer at bottom of pit.  
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Discussion 

At the start of this season we set ourselves certain targets and one of those was to investigate 

the area close to where the culvert repair was made and to try and to see if we could explain 

why a large amount of Midlands purple ware pottery was found there. Test pits 33 and 34 

were put in to have a look and surprisingly, although we avoided the repair trench which was 

leading off towards the lake, we still managed to hit brickwork belonging to a culvert. As we 

saw from the picture for test pit 33, the arched brickwork was fairly recent and most likely of 

20
th

 century origin. In all likelihood, the stream which is hidden and runs into the lake, is 

running through several culverts and we just happened to find one of them. Without stripping 

the whole area we will not know how many culverts are present although it proved useful to 

carry out a resistivity pseudosection along the whole width of the ‘valley’ which indicated 

there was more than one. Looking at the third diagram down, the section was 70 metres long 

and there was a high resistance area (possibly indicating brick) from 0-28 metres, 35 metres, 

40-44 metres and 54 metres which could all be possible culverts and many low resistance 

areas can be seen (coloured blue) at the bottom of the section which could be damp or wet 

areas. (See figure 12). 

 

Figure 12. Pseudosection of culvert area. 
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Test pit 34 was, in my opinion, very close to the edge of the moat as depicted on the only 

image we have of the old manor dated 1735 and we can see what appears to be a possible 

hard surface with horses and riders using it (see figure 13). If we examine the contents of the 

test pit, the finds and description are consistent with having a hard track or path which has 

covered the surface for a period of time and it was noted the soil got wetter the further down 

the pit was excavated. Unfortunately, there is no explanation for the finding of the Midlands 

purple ware pottery in this vicinity unless it had been thrown into the moat as there is no 

indication of any dwellings here. 

 

Figure 13.  View of old Hall dated 1735. 

Probably our main target for the season was to investigate further the northern area above the 

church and the moated manor house as this was most likely to be the ‘favourite’ for the origin 

of the village. Many villages tend to ‘grow up’ around these two vital elements so in 

combination with information gleaned from the Lidar image of the grounds it was decided to 

dig here. The Lidar image, (figure 14), on close inspection, does show grid-like patterns in 

the area and this combined with what can be seen on the ground gave us a good chance of 

trying to pick out platforms and hollow ways. The upper outlined area in orange shows 

possible house platforms and the lower area shows the church platform to the right and 

maybe more houses to the left.  
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Figure 14. Lidar image of the hall grounds. 

 

Bearing all this in mind, test pits 35-40 were all located just to the north and north west of the 

church in the hope of finding lots of medieval evidence in the shape of pottery and 

occupational debris. Although large quantities of pottery were not found, we did find 

medieval sherds in all but one of the test pits which is very significant when we compare this 

result to the contents of the test pits to the south of the church where medieval pottery was 

very scarce. 

A lot of evidence surfaced to show that there were houses in the area with large amounts of 

brick, mortar and tile present and interestingly, more floor tile was present than roof tile. 

There could be several reasons for this such as the houses were systematically stripped after 

notice to quit with the roof tiles being first to be carefully taken off  but anything that fell on 

to the floor was capable of breaking the floor tiles or another reason may be thatch was used 

as the main roofing material and not tile. Coal, a more recent fuel here from the 17
th

 century 

onwards and associated with the work of Dud Dudley and his iron working, was present in all 

the pits indicating it was in common use but this evidence of brick, mortar, window glass and 

coal which was found would not necessarily indicate medieval occupation as these indicators 

tend to originate from the 17
th

 century onwards. Wooden houses constructed from wattle and 

daub would have been the norm in the medieval period so finding evidence for this type of 

structure is trickier and would probably be seen in the test pits as post holes and dark stains 
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with maybe plaster also in evidence as long as it does not deteriorate. In all probability, 

houses were a mixture of wattle and daub with brickwork added later as extensions or 

alterations were made to the property. 

Animal bone was present in all the pits and although it indicates human activity and 

occupation, we cannot assign this presence to the medieval period unless carbon dating is 

used (unfortunately at great expense). The bones themselves though could be further analysed 

into type and quantity and this could give useful information as to the diet of the people who 

lived there and the animals present. 

Much of the evidence mentioned thus far indicates occupation from the 17
th

 century onwards 

so if we now look at the medieval pottery finds we can take the history and spread of the 

village back a lot further. For the medieval pottery sherds to have relevance as to the spread 

of the village it is important the sherds are still in situ and have not been moved over time. Of 

course, it is possible soil containing old pottery could be brought in from somewhere else and 

then spread over the area but this would only ‘plant’ the upper layers with the old sherds. 

Here, in our test pits, we can see that most of the sherds have been found in the lower layers 

with just an occasional piece in the upper layer, maybe indicating some form of local 

disturbance; hence we can say with some confidence that their position in the lower layers is 

a good indication of not being disturbed.  

If we take the iron rich sandy ware pottery as being the potentially oldest in the sequence 

dating back to the 11
th

 century, we can see that in most of our test pits it is present in the 

lower spits and if this is coupled with Midlands white (potentially back to 12
th

 century), we 

can say there is good evidence the village was spreading around our test pit locations at that 

time. This fits in nicely with the Domesday Book entry for Himley being just after the 

Norman Conquest. 

Another type of later medieval pottery found was medieval orange dating to around the 14
th

- 

15
th

 century and this too was found in our test pits but generally at a slightly higher spit level 

due to the probability that it was of more recent origin to the iron rich sandy ware and the 

Midlands white. It was found in smaller quantities than the other two earlier types but it does 

show there was occupation at that time in that location and there was at least some continuity 

in occupation as it links the earlier medieval with the post medieval pottery. 

As yet, as was mentioned earlier, we are still waiting to hear from the Potteries Museum in 

Stoke on Trent whether some of our pottery sherds are medieval or even earlier (Saxon or 

Roman) but for the sake of this report we have stayed with the thought they are medieval. 

One aspect we wanted to have a look at concerned a project carried out by Professor Carenza 

Lewis whereby she looked at the impact of the Black Death on the amount and type of 

pottery sherds being found in test pits. Because of the availability of similar types of data 

accrued, it was felt we could also have a look at our project and see if we could notice any 

discernible similarities in what she has concluded. In essence, there was a comparison 

between the number of sherds of pre 1350 pottery compared to post 1350. In order for us to 

do this we could compare the combined total of iron rich sandyware and Midlands white (11
th
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-14
th

 century) to the total number of sherds of medieval orange (14
th

-15
th

 century). Although 

it is somewhat crude, it could give us an idea whether anything was going on but it’s 

probably important to remember that the time span of the former is longer than the latter so 

possibly more sherds could accrue over a longer period of time. 

Five of our  test pits were sampled and each one contained at least one sherd of Midlands 

orange pottery. In addition, only spits believed to be undisturbed were included i.e. if there 

were any early dated sherds in the first spit, these were not included. Test pits 34, 35, 36, 37 

and 39 were chosen. In total, there were 10 sherds of medieval orange (representing post 

circa 1350) and 18 sherds of iron rich sandyware/midlands white (representing pre 1350). 

Whether we can draw any significant conclusions from this I do not know but it is certainly 

interesting and shows a dramatic drop in the number of sherds post Black Death.  

In addition, within those five test pits, seven sherds of early pottery were found above 

medieval orange indicating disturbed soil and no sherds of medieval orange were found in a 

disturbed context so could that mean the land was left undisturbed for a long period of time 

and then developed which would have brought the older pottery to the surface and this was 

then added to by the occasional deposition of medieval orange pottery? 

Something which we have not mentioned yet is the presence of flint and fire cracked stones 

indicating the significance of what was going on in prehistory. In just about every test pit in 

this area fire cracked stones were noted and this is a good indicator from the prehistoric 

period of cooking or heating water and this coupled with the flints might just put us back into 

the Mesolithic era which we discovered on the south bank of the stream. The finding of these 

two elements has been consistent throughout the site and shows us how prehistoric man 

valued this land for its water, food resources and natural shelter. Our biggest problem with 

the test pits is that by the time we reach the prehistoric era it’s almost at the end of the day 

and the hole has to be filled in! Unfortunately it is something we have to live with. 

Moving on to test pit 40, what do we have in there? Do we have a wall made of clay and 

sandwiched by stakes? What was its purpose? In such a small hole it is difficult to say but 

there was nothing to date it but above it was a raised platform which we suspected was a 

house. Some house debris was found such as brick and mortar but the overall feel was that 

this sandy matrix encountered was something to do with the construction phase of the house 

as it was relatively clean. When the construction foundations were started, it is quite possible 

that this clay wall feature was truncated which is why we found it so far down towards the 

bottom of the test pit. If this feature was already there, was it something to do with an earlier 

medieval structure or does it go back much further in time to the prehistoric and maybe the 

Mesolithic? The gap between the two lines of stake holes is about 60 cm and the stakes are 

about 6 cm diameter spaced about 10 cm apart in each line. A wall of this thickness made of 

clay, pebble and dung reinforced with closely packed wooden stakes interwoven with thinner 

branches (wattle) would be very strong and this would be more than adequate for a building. 

If we look to the NW corner of the test pit in figure 9, we can see that the surface is made of 

clay so was this a beaten clay floor of a house or other building? If we look at the white 

markers in the test pit we can see that the northern stake hole row seems to bulge out as if the 
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stakes are going around something and then come back into line-could they have been going 

around a wooden post? Is the structure medieval or prehistoric? Is it a house or a farm 

structure? Lots of questions and no answers! 

Our final test pit of the season, number 41, gave us an opportunity to go close to where we 

believed the old moat was situated. The suggestion was that the moat could have been filled 

in with demolition material from the old hall when tidying up of the grounds took place and 

the new hall had been completed. This test pit was positioned about thirty metres south of the 

old tennis court close to the yew hedge but whether it was in or out of the moat was in 

question and also if not, was it the outside bank or inside bank nearest to the hall? We knew 

the ground had been disturbed because a water pipe was found about 30 cm down but as no 

dark humus material (indicating organic debris in water) was seen, we believed the pit was 

not in the moat and was therefore either on the inner or outer bank of the moat.  It was 

considered the moat would have been made using clay and large pebble stones with a bank 

constructed either side of the channel but the only clay we encountered looked as if it was 

natural so the assumption was that we were outside the moat on the outer bank. However, 

there was a lot of what appeared to be demolition material including sandstone so it seems 

highly likely that some levelling of the site had taken place to spread the remains of the old 

construction. As per all the other test pits, some fire cracked stones were found in the lower 

layers indicating some prehistoric activity. 
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Appendix A Location of Test pits in 2016 
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Appendix B Location of Medieval Pottery 
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Appendix C. Location of Post Medieval Pottery 
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Appendix D. Location of Flints 
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Appendix E. Location of slag 
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Appendix F. Location of heat shattered stone 
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Appendix G Himley finds 2016 

Test Pit 33 
 

S1 S2 S3 

388730W 291509N 
    Spit Depth 
 

20 40 60 

Pottery type 
    Roman 
    Anglo-Saxon 
    Post A/S 
    Medieval 
    Post Medieval 
    Modern 
    Unglazed 
    Saxonware         

Medieval Orange         

Iron rich sandyware         

Midlands white         

Midlands Purple         

Cistercianware 
    Coarse black 

earthenware 
    Fine black earthenware 
    Midlands Yellow 
    White 
    Mottled Brownware 
    Brownware 
    Slipware 
    Stoneware 
    Blue & White 
    Creamware 
    Modern 
    Window Glass 
    WG decorated 
    WG frosted 
    WG yellow 
    Glass - other 
    Floor Tiles 
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Roof Tiles 
    Tiles unspecified  
    Slate 
    Plaster 
    Mortar  
    Brick 
    MBT 
    Sandstone 
    Pipe Stems 3/64" 

    Pipe Stems 4/64" 1720-1750 
   Pipe Stems 5/64" 1720 

    Pipe Stems 6/64" 1680-1720 
   Pipe Stems 7/64" 1680 

    Pipe Stems 8/64" 1650-1680 
   Pipe Stems 9/64" 1650 

    Sum stems 
 

0 
  Weighted bore 

    Date (Heighton) 
    Date (Binford) 
    Date (Hanson) 
    

     Pipe bowl 
    Charcoal 
    Coal 
    Slag, mainly glassy 
    Slag, mainly aerated 
    Heat cracked stone 
    Bone 
    Shell 
    Nail 
    Flint 
    Copper/Brass 
    Lead 
    

Notes  
No finds in this test 
pit 
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Test Pit 34 
 

S1 S2 S3 

388746W 291453N 
    Spit Depth 
 

20 40 60 

Pottery type 
    Roman 
    Anglo-Saxon 
    Post A/S 
    Medieval 
 

1 3 
 Post Medieval 

 
1 

  Modern 
 

1 
  Unglazed 

    Saxonware         

Medieval Orange     2   

Iron rich sandyware     1   

Midlands white   1     

Midlands Purple         

Cistercianware 
    Coarse black 

earthenware 
    Fine black earthenware 
    Midlands Yellow 
    White 
 

1 
  Mottled Brownware 

    Brownware 
    Slipware 
    Stoneware 
    Blue & White 
    Creamware 
    Modern 
 

1 
  Window Glass 

    WG decorated 
    WG frosted 
    WG yellow 
    Glass - other 
 

2 
  Floor Tiles 

 
2 

  Roof Tiles 
 

1 
  Tiles unspecified  

    Slate 
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Plaster 
    Mortar  
 

7 2 
 Brick 

 
15 18 

 MBT 
    Sandstone 
 

1 
  Pipe Stems 3/64" 

    Pipe Stems 4/64" 1720-1750 
   Pipe Stems 5/64" 1720 

    Pipe Stems 6/64" 1680-1720 
   Pipe Stems 7/64" 1680 

    Pipe Stems 8/64" 1650-1680 
   Pipe Stems 9/64" 1650 

    Sum stems 
 

0 
  Weighted bore 

    Date (Heighton) 
    Date (Binford) 
    Date (Hanson) 
    

     Pipe bowl 
    Charcoal 
    Coal 
 

10 12 
 Slag, mainly glassy 

 
1 

  Slag, mainly aerated 
 

2 
  Heat cracked stone 

   
1 

Bone 
    Shell 
    Nail 
 

1 
  Flint 

 
1 5 

 Copper/Brass 
    Lead 
    Notes S1 1 green bottle top 
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Test Pit 35 
 

S1 S2 S3 S4 

388703W 291609N 
     Spit Depth 
 

20 40 60 80 

Pottery type 
     Roman 
     Anglo-Saxon 
 

?1 
   Post A/S 

     Medieval 
  

4 3 0 

Post Medieval 
 

2 5 
 

0 

Modern 
 

1 
  

0 

Unglazed 
 

1 
   Saxonware   1       

Medieval Orange     3     

Iron rich sandyware       1   

Midlands white       1   

Midlands Purple     1 1   

Cistercianware 
     Coarse black 

earthenware 
  

1 
  Fine black earthenware 

 
1 

   Midlands Yellow 
     White 
     Mottled Brownware 
  

1 
  Brownware 

     Slipware 
     Stoneware 
  

3 
  Blue & White 

 
1 

   Creamware 
     Modern 
 

1 
   Window Glass 

 
4 5 

  WG decorated 
     WG frosted 
     WG yellow 
     Glass - other 
  

2 
  Floor Tiles 

 
1 

   Roof Tiles 
 

1 
   Tiles unspecified  

  
1 

  Slate 
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Plaster 
     Mortar  
 

12 33 11 3 

Brick 
 

11 32 6 1 

MBT 
     Sandstone 
     Pipe Stems 3/64" 
     Pipe Stems 4/64" 1720-1750 

    Pipe Stems 5/64" 1720 
     Pipe Stems 6/64" 1680-1720 

    Pipe Stems 7/64" 1680 
     Pipe Stems 8/64" 1650-1680 

    Pipe Stems 9/64" 1650 
     Sum stems 
 

0 
   Weighted bore 

     Date (Heighton) 
     Date (Binford) 
     Date (Hanson) 
     

      Pipe bowl 
  

1 
  Charcoal 

 
3 6 

  Coal 
 

6 16 
  Slag, mainly glassy 

    
1 

Slag, mainly aerated 
 

1 2 
  Heat cracked stone 

   
5 7 

Bone 
 

3 7 
  Shell 

 
3 8 

 
3 

Nail 
 

1 
 

1 
 Flint 

     Copper/Brass 
     Lead 
  

1 
  Notes S1 

     Notes S2 Iron blade, window lead 
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Test Pit 36 
 

S1 S2 S3 S4 S5 S6 

388729W 291307N 
       Spit Depth 
 

20 40 60 80 100 120 

Pottery type 
       Roman 
     

?1 
 Anglo-Saxon 

       Post A/S 
       Medieval 
 

2 
 

2 
 

1 
 Post Medieval 

 
2 13 1 

   Modern 
 

2 
     Unglazed 

       Saxonware               

Medieval Orange       1       

Iron rich sandyware   1   1   1   

Midlands white   1           

Midlands Purple               

Cistercianware 
 

2 3 1 
   Coarse black 

earthenware 
       Fine black earthenware 
  

6 
    Midlands Yellow 

       White 
 

1 
     Mottled Brownware 

       Brownware 
  

2 
    Slipware 

       Stoneware 
  

2 
    Blue & White 

       Creamware 
       Modern 
 

1 
     Window Glass 

 
2 

     WG decorated 
       WG frosted 
       WG yellow 
       Glass - other 
       Floor Tiles 
 

13 
 

5 1 
  Roof Tiles 

       Tiles unspecified  
       Slate 
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Plaster 
 

6 
     Mortar  

 
43 

 
24 2 

  Brick 
 

48 
 

8 4 
  MBT 

       Sandstone 
 

5 1 
    Pipe Stems 3/64" 

       Pipe Stems 4/64" 1720-1750 
      Pipe Stems 5/64" 1720 

       Pipe Stems 6/64" 1680-1720 
 

1 
    Pipe Stems 7/64" 1680 

       Pipe Stems 8/64" 1650-1680 2 
     Pipe Stems 9/64" 1650 

       Sum stems 
 

2 1 
    Weighted bore 

 
8.0 6.0 

    Date (Heighton) 
 

1658.4 1710.0 
    Date (Binford) 

 
1625.8 1702.3 

    Date (Hanson) 
 

1554.4 1672.3 
    

        Pipe bowl 
       Charcoal 
  

15 
 

7 
  Coal 

  
31 3 

   Slag, mainly glassy 
 

6 6 
 

2 
  Slag, mainly aerated 

 
4 1 

 
1 

  Heat cracked stone 
 

4 
 

2 7 1 3 

Bone 
  

3 3 
   Shell 

 
7 19 1 1 

  Nail 
 

1 1 
    Flint 

       Copper/Brass 
       Wood 
    

2 
  Notes S1 
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Test Pit 37 
 

S1 S2 S3 S4 

388703W 291609N 
     Spit Depth 
 

20 40 60 80 

Pottery type 
     Roman 
     Anglo-Saxon 
     Post A/S 
     Medieval 
 

1 
 

1 10 

Post Medieval 
   

13 
 Modern 

   
1 

 Unglazed 
     Saxonware           

Medieval Orange         2 

Iron rich sandyware   1   1 6 

Midlands white         2 

Midlands Purple           

Cistercianware 
 

1 
 

1 
 Coarse black 

earthenware 
     Fine black earthenware 
 

1 
 

6 
 Midlands Yellow 

     White 
     Mottled Brownware 
 

1 
 

2 
 Brownware 

 
2 

 
4 

 Slipware 
     Stoneware 
     Blue & White 
     Creamware 
     Modern 
   

1 
 Window Glass 

 
4 

 
7 

 WG decorated 
     WG frosted 
     WG yellow 
     Glass - other 
   

1 
 Floor Tiles 

  
8 3 

 Roof Tiles 
  

6 3 
 Tiles unspecified  

     Slate 
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Plaster 
  

1 2 
 Mortar  

 
38 13 37 

 Brick 
 

22 17 33 
 MBT 

     Sandstone 
 

1 1 
  Pipe Stems 3/64" 

     Pipe Stems 4/64" 1720-1750 
    Pipe Stems 5/64" 1720 

     Pipe Stems 6/64" 1680-1720 
    Pipe Stems 7/64" 1680 

   
3 

 Pipe Stems 8/64" 1650-1680 
    Pipe Stems 9/64" 1650 

     Sum stems 
 

0 
   Weighted bore 

   
7.0 

 Date (Heighton) 
   

1682.3 
 Date (Binford) 

   
1664.0 

 Date (Hanson) 
   

1613.3 
 

      Pipe bowl 
     Charcoal 
 

1 1 3 
 Coal 

 
10 6 15 

 Slag, mainly glassy 
   

6 
 Slag, mainly aerated 

 
2 

 
3 

 Heat cracked stone 
   

3 3 

Bone 
 

2 4 36 
 Shell 

 
4 2 4 

 Nail 
     Flint 
     Copper/Brass 
     Lead 
     Notes S1 
     Notes S2 
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Test Pit 38 
 

S1 S2 S3 

388703W 291609N 
    Spit Depth 
 

20 40 60 

Pottery type 
    Roman 
    Anglo-Saxon 
    Post A/S 
    Medieval 
  

1 
 Post Medieval 

 
3 3 

 Modern 
    Unglazed 
 

1 
  Saxonware         

Medieval Orange     1   

Iron rich sandyware         

Midlands white         

Midlands Purple         

Cistercianware 
 

1 
  Coarse black 

earthenware 
 

1 
  Fine black earthenware 

    Midlands Yellow 
    White 
    Mottled Brownware 
    Brownware 
  

2 
 Slipware 

    Stoneware 
  

1 
 Blue & White 

    Creamware 
    Modern 
    Window Glass 
 

3 1 
 WG decorated 

    WG frosted 
    WG yellow 
    Glass - other 
    Floor Tiles 
 

1 3 1 

Roof Tiles 
  

1 1 

Tiles unspecified  
    Slate 
 

1 
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Plaster 
  

1 
 Mortar  

 
60 19 5 

Brick 
 

30 16 4 

MBT 
    Sandstone 
  

3 
 Pipe Stems 3/64" 

    Pipe Stems 4/64" 1720-1750 
   Pipe Stems 5/64" 1720 

    Pipe Stems 6/64" 1680-1720 1 
  Pipe Stems 7/64" 1680 

 
1 

  Pipe Stems 8/64" 1650-1680 
   Pipe Stems 9/64" 1650 

    Sum stems 
 

2 
  Weighted bore 

 
6.5 

  Date (Heighton) 
 

1695.6 
  Date (Binford) 

 
1683.2 

  Date (Hanson) 
 

1642.8 
  

     Pipe bowl 
    Charcoal 
 

4 6 3 

Coal 
 

10 9 7 

Slag, mainly glassy 
 

2 2 2 

Slag, mainly aerated 
  

2 
 Heat cracked stone 

  
1 3 

Bone 
 

2 2 
 Shell 

 
4 

  Nail 
 

2 
  Flint 

  
1 

 Copper/Brass 
    Lead 
    Notes S1 
    Notes S2 Plastic 
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Test Pit 39 
 

S1 S2 S3 S4 

388703W 291609N 
     Spit Depth 
 

20 40 60 80 

Pottery type 
     Roman 
     Anglo-Saxon 
     Post A/S 
     Medieval 
  

2 5 2 

Post Medieval 
  

5 
  Modern 

     Unglazed 
     Saxonware           

Medieval Orange       2   

Iron rich sandyware     1 2 2 

Midlands white     1 1   

Midlands Purple           

Cistercianware 
     Coarse black 

earthenware 
  

2 
  Fine black earthenware 

  
3 

  Midlands Yellow 
     White 
     Mottled Brownware 
     Brownware 
     Slipware 
     Stoneware 
     Blue & White 
     Creamware 
     Modern 
     Window Glass 
  

21 
  WG decorated 

     WG frosted 
     WG yellow 
     Glass - other 
  

7 1 
 Floor Tiles 

  
28 

  Roof Tiles 
  

3 
  Tiles unspecified  

     Slate 
  

1 
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Plaster 
  

3 
  Mortar  

  
21 7 1 

Brick 
  

7 9 
 MBT 

     Sandstone 
  

1 
  Pipe Stems 3/64" 

     Pipe Stems 4/64" 1720-1750 
    Pipe Stems 5/64" 1720 

     Pipe Stems 6/64" 1680-1720 
    Pipe Stems 7/64" 1680 

  
2 

  Pipe Stems 8/64" 1650-1680 
 

1 
  Pipe Stems 9/64" 1650 

     Sum stems 
 

0 3 0 0 

Weighted bore 
  

7.3 
  Date (Heighton) 

  
1674.0 

  Date (Binford) 
  

1651.3 
  Date (Hanson) 

  
1593.7 

  

      Pipe bowl 
  

3 1 
 Charcoal 

  
6 1 

 Coal 
  

9 2 
 Slag, mainly glassy 

  
2 2 

 Slag, mainly aerated 
  

1 1 
 Heat cracked stone 

  
1 7 1 

Bone 
  

7 
  Shell 

  
4 

  Nail 
  

2 
  Flint 

     Copper/Brass 
     Lead 
  

1 
  Notes S1 No finds 

    Notes S2 Iron. 1 nail, 1 piece of sheet 
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Test Pit 40 
 

S1 S2 S3 S4 

388669W 291609N 
     Spit Depth 
 

20 40 60 80 

Pottery type 
     Roman 
     Anglo-Saxon 
     Post A/S 
     Medieval 
     Post Medieval 
  

2 1 
 Modern 

     Unglazed 
     Saxonware           

Medieval Orange           

Iron rich sandyware           

Midlands white           

Midlands Purple           

Cistercianware 
     Coarse black 

earthenware 
   

1 
 Fine black earthenware 

     Midlands Yellow 
     White 
     Mottled Brownware 
     Brownware 
     Slipware 
     Stoneware 
  

2 
  Blue & White 

     Creamware 
     Modern 
     Window Glass 
  

3 
  WG decorated 

     WG frosted 
     WG yellow 
     Glass - other 
  

1 
  Floor Tiles 

   
1 

 Roof Tiles 
  

1 
  Tiles unspecified  

     Slate 
     



WAG Project 57 Himley 2016 Page 49 
 

Plaster 
 

1 
   Mortar  

 
5 24 5 2 

Brick 
 

2 44 3 1 

MBT 
     Sandstone 
  

1 
 

2 

Pipe Stems 3/64" 
     Pipe Stems 4/64" 1720-1750 

    Pipe Stems 5/64" 1720 
     Pipe Stems 6/64" 1680-1720 

    Pipe Stems 7/64" 1680 
     Pipe Stems 8/64" 1650-1680 

    Pipe Stems 9/64" 1650 
     Sum stems 
 

0 
   Weighted bore 

     Date (Heighton) 
     Date (Binford) 
     Date (Hanson) 
     

      Pipe bowl 
     Charcoal 
  

7 
  Coal 

  
5 1 1 

Slag, mainly glassy 
  

3 
  Slag, mainly aerated 

  
3 

  Heat cracked stone 
 

1 
  

5 

Bone 
  

2 
  Shell 

  
6 

  Nail 
  

1 1 
 Flint 

  
2 

  Copper/Brass 
     Lead 
     Notes S1 
     Notes S2 1 iron blade 

    Notes S4 1 stone ? Tool 
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Test Pit 41 
 

S1 S2 S3 

388746W 291584N 
    Spit Depth 
 

20 40 60 

Pottery type 
    Roman 
    Anglo-Saxon 
    Post A/S 
    Medieval 
    Post Medieval 
 

5 3 2 

Modern 
    Unglazed 
    Saxonware         

Medieval Orange         

Iron rich sandyware     1   

Midlands white       1 

Midlands Purple         

Cistercianware 
    Coarse black 

earthenware 
    Fine black earthenware 
   

1 

Midlands Yellow 
    White 
    Mottled Brownware 
    Brownware 
   

1 

Slipware 
    Stoneware 
    Blue & White 
 

5 3 
 Creamware 

    Modern 
    Window Glass 
 

4 1 
 WG decorated 

    WG frosted 
    WG yellow 
    Glass - other 
 

1 
  Floor Tiles 

 
1 

  Roof Tiles 
 

1 
  Tiles unspecified  

    Slate 
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Plaster 
    Mortar  
 

2 44 
 Brick 

 
2 48 

 MBT 
   

2312 

Sandstone 
 

1 1 1 

Pipe Stems 3/64" 
    Pipe Stems 4/64" 1720-1750 

   Pipe Stems 5/64" 1720 
    Pipe Stems 6/64" 1680-1720 

   Pipe Stems 7/64" 1680 
    Pipe Stems 8/64" 1650-1680 

   Pipe Stems 9/64" 1650 
    Sum stems 
 

0 
  Weighted bore 

    Date (Heighton) 
    Date (Binford) 
    Date (Hanson) 
    

     Pipe bowl 
    Charcoal 
  

3 1 

Coal 
 

6 21 1 

Slag, mainly glassy 
  

3 3 

Slag, mainly aerated 
  

2 
 Heat cracked stone 

    Bone 
  

1 6 

Shell 
    Nail 
 

1 6 2 

Flint 
   

1 

Copper/Brass 
    Lead 
   

1 

Notes S1 
    Notes S2 
    

      


