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 Introduction 

Our fourth season of work commenced at Himley on the twenty second of February 2015 

and finished two months later on the twenty sixth of April. Unfortunately, the weather 

was against us on most of the Sundays that we attended and this resulted in hurried 

excavations and poor attendances. Heavy persistent rain combined with freezing cold 

winds seemed to be the order of the day for the first half of the season and this always 

seemed to move in just after we had started digging the test pits so there was no going 

back once the hole had been opened! 

This time, we were hoping to examine the area on the south side of the stream for 

evidence of occupation after having discovered some very interesting information on 

Spyers’ map dated 1774. This led us to believe that there could be quite a lot of the 

village in this area with maybe a village green, roads, crofts and tofts and field 

boundaries. Using this information, test pits were to be organised in the usual fashion to 

try and find evidence of house platforms, the village green and tracks and roads. So far, 

we have managed twenty four test pits from previous digs and by digging more, the 

information we get will give us a better understanding of the site especially now we are 

able to input all the results into ArcGIS. This is a Geographical Information System for 

archaeology and allows the selected presentation of recorded data to be put on one site 

map. 

We were also hoping to pick up some more evidence for Mesolithic activity which had 

surprisingly featured quite prominently in the previous sessions. 

Two more avenues we were hoping to explore were research and Lidar. There is a large 

amount of historical material at the new Dudley Archive relating to Himley, the hall and 

the church and the whole index can be accessed online. With regards to Lidar, we were 

introduced to an image by Derek Thom showing the hall and its surroundings and on 

closer inspection it looked as if it could give us some extra detail to add to our 

knowledge. 
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Method 

Test Pits 

Permission was obtained to dig trial pits as follows: 

 be one metre square and up to 1 metre deep 

 be closed at the end of the day so there would be no hazard to the public 

 turves are removed and carefully stored so they can be replaced later. 

 soil is removed 10cm at a time and carefully sieved on to polythene sheet 

 any finds (pottery, glass, tiles etc) are washed and stored according to their depth 

 digging stops when finds run out or archaeology (building remains) are found 

The trench is filled in and the turves replaced. 

 

 

Figure 1 The shadows’ team preparing the test pit for photography. 
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NB Please note the trowel depicted in all test pit images points to the north. 

Results 

Test pit 25 

Spyers’ plan of 1774 (which can be seen at Appendix B with enhancements to the dotted 

lines), shows a series of features to the SW of the hall and it was felt where the five roads 

all meet up could indicate the position of a village green. Hopefully, if it proved to be the 

case, we might get some dating evidence within our test pit. On the ground, it is possible 

to see one of these roads which presents itself as a holloway (50 metres past the present 

barrier) and this is the wide one that leads off to the SE (just off the new tarmac road 

leading down to the new church) and just visible is the road at right angles to it that leads 

to the old church. There is now a large fir tree situated in this area believed to have been 

the green so we decided to put in a test pit 15 metres north of the tree to avoid the roots 

and give us some protection from the elements. 

The test pit was started with the intention of it being performed over a full digging day 

but due to the lack of diggers and the appalling weather it had to be curtailed to an ‘eyes 

only’ without sieving dig. 

The pit was de-turfed and at about 20 cm depth, a tiny amount of charcoal and a few tiny 

fragments of fired red clay were seen mixed up in a ‘pebble-type surface’ layer (see 

figure 2). Up to that point the spoil had been clean. At about 22 cm, a complete black 

glazed drinking vessel base came to light and a couple of pieces of pipe stem were also 

found (1680 ish). Apart from a few pieces of charcoal the deeper spit was unremarkable. 

Nothing else was found, despite digging down to about 50 cms when natural was reached 

in the form of river washed pebbles on top of red sand. 

Just about every other test pit which has been dug has shown evidence for buildings such 

as a layer of brick/mortar/ plaster/glass/tile or stone but unusually this was not the case 

here. It all seemed very clean. 
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Figure 2. Test pit 25 showing pebble surface. 

 

Test pit 26 

Our investigation of the village green continued during the following weekend when we 

decided to have a look at a raised area about 20 metres NW of the last test pit. This area 

can be seen on the ground and looked a little bit like a house platform close to a modern 

manhole cover. Was this the village pub on the green!? 

As usual, the turf was stripped off and retained in order for later replacement. The first 

15cm were taken off without sieving (and on the western edge of the pit there appeared to 

be some fine modern path aggregate about 2 cm in depth). This was soon cleared and the 

soil appeared clean and brown. At 25 cm, some small deposits of coal/charcoal were 

encountered along with very minimal pieces of debris such as roof and floor tile and one 

piece of brown glazed pottery. In fact, the amounts were almost insignificant. The 

charcoal/coal was seen to continue down to almost 50 cm along with some large pebbles 

but nothing of significance could be made out. No images were taken and natural 

appeared at 50 cm depth. In some ways this was similar to the last test pit in that there 
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were minimal quantities of building debris so the platform was unlikely to belong to a 

house or pub for that matter. 

 

Test pit 27 

This test pit was positioned to investigate the holloway leading to the village green which 

can be seen on Spyers’ plan (see Appendix B). On the ground, it is about 50 metres past 

the locked barrier along the tarmac road heading towards the pool and new church. The 

road or track could give us vital information about its construction method, the age of the 

village and also about what it was used for.  

As usual, the turf was removed and put to one side for later use. The top 15 cm of earth 

were taken off and searched by eyes only and appeared to be fairly clean of old material. 

At approx 20cm, a small-pebble surface was seen although it was not very deep, just a 

few cm. Below this, occasional larger pebbles were seen along with some charcoal flecks 

and a few pipe stems (approx 1720). A few pieces of brick such as sharp slivers and 

unabraded corners were also found, such as those that might break off if bricks were 

maybe carried on a cart and were packed close together. Moderate rain was coming down 

at this point so early lunch was taken. One find of note up to that point was a piece of 

painted vessel glass about 1 cm across. 

Rain was very heavy afterwards so it was decided to dig out by spade and quickly inspect 

the material. Alternate layers of large boulder pebbles and earth were coming up and it 

was difficult to dig. 

At about 50cm, a sondage was dug in the SE corner which continued to throw up large 

pebbles and sandy earth although charcoal was present. At about 1 metre a large chunk of 

brick came out (about a quarter, showing the complete end which looked to be 

Tudor/Elizabethan) which was very sharply defined and unabraded. This seemed to be 

sitting just under the pebble/earth layer. Maybe this could date the start of the track? 

Below this the charcoal seemed to run out and we felt natural was about 1.25 metres 

down. The track appeared to have been built up using the river washed pebbles and earth 

but it was not possible to decide if this had been done in stages or one event. 

 Only a tiny amount of post medieval pottery was found and no images were taken. 
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Test pit 28 

Our main reason for test pitting to the south of the stream was to try and find evidence for 

occupation and if so when did it date from? Test pits 25-27 had not given us a great deal 

of pottery in comparison to previous ones so we decided to try and find an area such as a 

back garden of a house that might just give us what we wanted. In selecting where to put 

test pit 28, we knew the location of the ‘augured’ road and hoped that a property might 

have its front facing the road so by allowing the length of a house plus a little, we hoped 

we might end up in a south facing back garden – fingers crossed! 

As usual the pit was de-turfed and approximately the first 12 cm was checked by eyes 

only. At about 20 cm material was found which included the usual brick, pipe stem, 

charcoal, window glass and post medieval black/brown glazed ware. Not a lot of material 

was found but there was a lot of gravel in the sieved material so possibly it could have 

been a gravelled surface such as a yard or a path. On going down, the matrix was 

becoming sandier. 

The finds and gravel soon ran out but at about 43 cm, a nice piece of clear, worked flint 

was found along with some flecks of charcoal-our thoughts were that this could this be 

another prehistoric surface. Trowelling was done carefully in the hope of finding more 

flint but no more turned up. Along the S edge of the pit at about 55 cm, a slightly 

harder/compacted material was found but no differences could be seen in its make up 

compared to the rest of the pit except for maybe a few extra pebbles. Nothing could be 

seen in the section either to make it stand out. Natural was certainly evident at 75 cm.  
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Figure 3.  Test pit 28 showing harder material at south edge. 

Test pit 29 

Evidence for occupation on the south side of the stream in the previous test pits had been 

sketchy so it was decided to try a flattish raised area that looked like a house platform to 

the north of the augur road but again on the south side of the stream. 

As usual the turf was removed and stored and the first 15 cm of soil taken out and 

scanned by eye. In this top soil, some freshwater mussel shells were seen, one of which 

was complete and these seemed to be in a greyish matrix. On first reflection, it was felt 

the shells had been fired to make lime and the soil was lightened by the resulting lime but 

at around 27 cm, the soil colour changed to the normal red and right at this level some 

typical demolition material came to light such as brick, mortar, pottery and charcoal. 

Normally, at about 20 cm, typical demolition material is encountered so we realised that 

the grey soil and the shells could be debris from dredging of the area during the 

landscaping phase just after Spyers’ plan was prepared and this was spread over the top 

soil when removed from the lake. 

At 33cm, a gravel layer was encountered and assumed to be a path or hard surface area. 

This was several cm thick however finds apart from charcoal were drying up. At around 
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this point, 2 pieces of worked flint were found probably having been brought in with the 

gravel to provide the hard surface. 

Apart from charcoal in small amounts, nothing else was found and further down, a 

sondage was dug down to 90 cm which was devoid of charcoal and we assumed natural 

had been reached. 

No photos were taken as the pit was unremarkable. 

 

Test pit 30 

After auguring for 45 minutes looking for demolition material and finding nothing, we 

decided to stay close to the augur road in the hope of hitting a house platform or a garden. 

This particular spot was about fifty metres SW of the last pit, number 29. 

As usual the turf was taken off, stored and the first 15cm or so of spoil was taken off and 

worked through by eye. Strangely, as we saw in the previous week, the soil was made up 

totally of greyish silt and white shells for maybe 40-50 cm in depth so it was very thick in 

section. Finds were scarce in this layer. 

Eventually, there was a colour change in the soil from grey to sandy which was believed 

to be the more normal layer we were accustomed to on site and this layer contained a 

piece of worked flint and a lot of charcoal. This context was carefully scraped to look for 

a prehistoric surface but rather unusually, another dark layer started to appear! Several 

finds were made in this sandy layer but they were not prehistoric-more like post 

medieval! Perhaps someone had put in a trench or hole and covered it over with sand.  

Eventually, the dark layer gave way to a sandy one but at the east end two square post 

holes appeared (see figure 4). As to their function we are not sure but usually, older post 

holes are round not square. 



WAG Project No 54 Excavations at Himley 2015 Page 14 

 

 

Figure 4. Test pit 30 showing square post holes 

 At 90 cm depth the surface again went to dark soil with a sandy band about 25 cm wide 

and within that band there were another 2 post holes.  
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Figure 5. Test pit 30 showing south section. 

 

Figure 6. Test pit 30 showing north section 
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Unfortunately, the weather (rain) was rapidly closing in and so was the time so it was 

decided to fill in and look again next week as it was so interesting with a view to 

extending into a 2x1 metre test pit.  

 

Test pit 31 

This test pit was situated immediately south of last week’s pit so that we would have a 

2x1 metre excavation and look at the dark soil untouched in the southern part of test pit 

30. All the spoil was taken out of test pit 30 meanwhile test pit 31 was taken apart as 

usual with the turf being carefully stored. Approximately 40 cm of grey silty material 

along with freshwater mussel shells were dug out and carefully checked by eye until the 

red sandy layer was observed. Last week, this material contained virtually no artefacts so 

it was felt it would be a waste of time to sieve it. 

 On reaching the sandy layer, trowelling commenced and so too did sieving of all 

material. One small flake of worked flint was found in this layer. Alternating layers of 

sandy and dark loamy charcoal rich material were found just as in the previous week. 

There seemed to be no chronological sequence to the finds coming out. Generally, the 

sandy layer contained little or no charcoal and the dark loamy soil contained large 

amounts of charcoal and other finds such as occasional bone, nails and window glass 

(and the occasional piece of med pottery). 

From about 90 cm, a dark layer was encountered which seemed to be about 1.5 metres 

wide and contained similar finds to the other dark layers such as post med material and 

some demolition material. This appeared to be a ditch and one side of it could be traced 

to the bottom but the other side (north) was seen in the section (see figures 7 and 8). The 

ditch was lined with clay on the side and dense pebble on the bottom. This bottoming out 

was at 130 cm and under the dense pebble layer there was red clay. The bank of the ditch 

was originally sloping which is why it was starting to disappear on its south side as 

digging progressed. 



WAG Project No 54 Excavations at Himley 2015 Page 17 

 

 

Figure 7. Test pit 31 showing ditch 

 

Figure 8. Test pit 31 showing bottom of ditch (spade is one metre tall). 
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Test pit 32 

Once again, on our last weekend of the dig, we decided to try and locate a building 

platform for evidence of occupation. An auguring test had indicated possible demolition 

debris about 10 metres south of last week’s double pit so that’s where this pit was 

located. There was always the possibility that there might be a house located within the 

boundary of the recently discovered ditch. 

As usual, the turf was taken off and stored and the top 15 cm or so was removed and 

examined by eyes only. For the first time in a while, there was no grey material 

containing shell in this top soil (possibly indicating dredging of the lake) and very soon, 

we hit tree roots (old ones from a stump visible about 5 metres west). The soil seemed 

‘more normal’ this time- i.e. at about the 20 cm depth mark, some building debris came 

to light along with some post med pottery but only one pipe stem. The debris included 

sandstone, roof tile, mortar and plaster. A little further down the obligatory one piece of 

worked flint came out but no more.  

At about 40 cm or so, it was noted the north edge of the pit was more solid in its make up 

than the south side which was easier to trowel. During this time more pottery came to 

light and also a few nails but there was virtually no charcoal which seemed very strange. 

The hard material seemed more clay-like being redder in colour. Also some medieval 

white pottery was coming up on a fairly regular basis. . This ‘hard’ feature continued to 

about 80 cm when natural was reached. 
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Figure 9. Test pit 32 shows harder north edge (to the right of the trowel) 
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Final site plan 

 

Figure 10 Himley Site Plan. 

Auger road 

Current Tarmac road 

Test pits are colour coded according to their year of excavation. 

2012 Test pits 1 to 5 

2013 Test pits 6 to 13 

2014 Test Pits 14 to 24 

2015 Test Pits 25 to 32 
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Discussion 

Despite reaching the hefty heights of 32 test pits in total, probably our best find of the 

season was discovering the faint dotted lines on Spyers’ plan of 1774 (Appendix B) 

which when enhanced showed the outline of a village or part of a village, mainly to the 

south of the stream. We could see tracks, roads, crofts, tofts and field boundaries as well 

as the new position of the lake but what we could not see was houses. However, an 

assumption was made that because all of these other indicators were present then so too 

were houses and that would mean people living there and they would produce evidence in 

the form of pottery, bone, and building materials. On this basis, we decided to 

concentrate on the south side of the stream and put in test pits to try and confirm what we 

could see on Spyers’ plan. It is quite probable that by 1774, the vast majority of the 

villagers had been moved to the new location just down the road along with the new 

church and any buildings that they had previously lived in were dismantled and the 

materials re-used for new houses. However, any accumulation of waste would still 

remain there in the ground. 

Evidence from the test pits for extended occupation in this area was fairly ‘thin on the 

ground’ in that although finds were made we perhaps would have expected a lot more for 

a village that was mentioned in the Domesday Book. First of all, hardly any medieval 

pottery came to light compared to our test pits nearer to the church on the north side of 

the stream (see Appendix D). Secondly, post medieval pottery was present but not in any 

quantity as was building debris such as mortar, brick, stone and glass. Our test pit on the 

holloway (test pit 27) did not show anything older than post medieval finds so was it a 

fairly recently made track to accommodate a fairly recently made village extension? It 

could be that the village was extended in the post medieval period due to the nearby 

expanding nail industry at Wombourne or the exploits of Dud Dudley requiring 

manpower for his iron working. Alternatively, it could be that we were just unlucky in 

not finding the occupational debris. If we take another look at Spyers’ map, as mentioned 

earlier there are no houses to be seen so maybe that was the case. It could be that instead 

of seeing a road with houses either side there was just an occasional dispersed property 

within the parish. If that part of the village was only initiated in the mid 17
th

 century then 

there might only be just over a hundred years of occupation debris if relocation took 

place around the same time as the church (1764). This could be borne out by the fact that 

post-medieval pottery is present in all the pits on the south side of the stream (see 

Appendix E). 

Flint in small quantity was apparent in the majority of our test pits although on this 

occasion, we did not find or recognise a prehistoric surface so the conclusion was that 

either that context had been disturbed locally or material containing flint had been 
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brought in from elsewhere for land alteration or building projects. It is however important 

to recognize that the finding of flint is still a good indicator that prehistoric people were 

present nearby and most likely in some quantity. 

Grey silty material containing mussel shells was found in several test pits close to the 

surface in this area and it became apparent that this mud had most likely been dredged 

from the lake after or during landscaping had taken place and spread over the land for 

some unknown reason. This was borne out by the fact we found ‘normal’ Himley 

stratigraphy underneath the grey layer. 

Lidar was an avenue we hoped to explore after receiving information from Derek Thom 

who is working on a project about Dud Dudley and the iron working on site. At 

Appendix A, there is a lidar image of Himley Hall and its surroundings and it clearly 

shows certain features on the ground which are current and historical. In essence, all the 

trees and buildings that obstruct aerial pictures can be stripped away to show the ground 

surface. Our holloway can clearly be see at point A as it cuts across the current tarmac 

road and also one branch goes off northwards to the church platform at point B. Point C 

indicates the ‘augur’ road which we found last year and leads to the SW gate of the hall 

grounds. Point D shows the road or track which comes in from the west and would have 

led to the church. Point E, although somewhat feint looks as if it might be a ‘gridded’ 

area leading into the trees and up the hill. Could these be house platforms? Perhaps next 

year we might find out. 

So, as we can see, there is some potential in the use of lidar images either for confirming 

what we already know or to discover new areas for investigation. We now have ‘limited’ 

access to their library as we do not use the images for commercial purposes. 

Moving on to research and documentation available at Dudley Archive Office, for 

everyone’s’ information there is a huge amount of untapped material just waiting to be 

examined. By using the attached link, a list of material can be accessed, although a visit 

will be necessary to see complete documents. 

 http://blackcountryhistory.org/collections/search/?q=himley+hall&cb_submit=Search 

There may also be cost implications. 

Two items found at the archive which were of interest are attached at Appendix F and 

Appendix G. The first, Appendix F is a map drawn in 1779, which is probably about 

fifteen years after the village and church were moved, and shows our previously 

mentioned holloway (circled in red for information). We can see some names mentioned 

and these were probably the last people who lived there. Names such as Hickman, Cox, 

Tranter, Potter, Brown, Cotton, Knock, Griffiths, Bennett, Ralph, Mantle, Taylor and 

http://blackcountryhistory.org/collections/search/?q=himley+hall&cb_submit=Search
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Brobler can be made out. Also lying in the red circle is a very interesting field name 

called ‘Piece above the town’. If our map was orientated correctly with north facing the 

top of the page instead of west, then this field would indeed be above the ‘town’ or 

village as marked out by Spyers’ map (and which influenced our test pitting strategy). 

We can also see the proposed route of the new main road to the right of our red circle 

which bypasses the hall grounds, giving them privacy and is indeed the route of the 

current main road. 

With regard to two of the names listed above (Potter and Cox) there is mention in another 

archive record and is listed as: 

Lease and Release 

 Ref No: DE/1/4/19 

 Date: 20 Apr - 21 Apr 1731 

 Description: i) Francis Potter of Himley, Staffs., Cordwainer; Benjamin Cox of 

Himley, Nailer and Elizabeth, his wife; Elizabeth Potter and Mary Potter of 

Himley, Spinsters and daughters of Francis Potter ii) John Cox of Himley, 

Blacksmith and Mary, his wife Land in common fields of Himley to use of ii) for 

their lives, then to use of heirs of body of ii), in default of such heirs, to the lawful 

heirs of John Cox. Consideration: 10 Signed, sealed and witnessed. Endorsed: 

'128' 

 Level: Item 

 Related Material: [bundled with DE/1/4/12 - DE/1/4/34] 

 For more information contact: Dudley Archives 

Using this information, we can start to put some ‘flesh’ on the bones and build up a 

picture of characters, occupations and relationships of the families in the village. The list 

of entries at the archive is huge-all it needs is someone to take the time to go through it! 

Perhaps next year! 

Appendix Gi and Gii shows a ‘sealed’ document from 1343 and is a ‘feoffment’ (a grant 

of ownership of freehold property to someone). This is listed as: 

Feoffment 

 Ref No: DE/1/4/82 

 Date: 1 Mar 1343 

 Description: i) John Pydar of Himeley [Himley] ii) William Hord of Sweneford 

[Swinford] Lands in Himley, bounded on one side by Himley heath. To hold of the 

chief lord of the fee. Rent: 4d Seal: red wax with impression of a stag; witnesses 

named. Endorsed: '2/14' and '10' 

 Level: Item 

http://blackcountryhistory.org/collections/institution/GB145
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 Related Material: [bundled with DE/1/4/82 - DE/1/4/90] 

 For more information contact: Dudley Archives 

The interest in this document is the red wax seal which is impressed with a stag. Is this 

the same stag image we found on our encaustic floor tile from a few years ago? 

Unfortunately, comparing the two, it does not look the same but it does show the 

importance of the stag to Himley and its association with hunting and Pensnett Chase. 

To conclude, we have shown that the village did extend to the south of the stream as 

evidenced by our finds and the field name but it’s difficult to say to what degree-was 

there a lot of houses there or just a scatter? The reduced amount of debris could say 

several things including a short occupation period, people were ‘clean and tidy’, 

dispersed houses or we just missed it. More work needs to be done in this area. With 

regard to earlier occupation, little medieval pottery has been found compared to near the 

church. The suggestion so far is the earlier village is nearer the church and manor but 

there could have been one or two outlying structures as evidenced by finds in test pits 31 

and 32. Again, as more test pits are dug, our knowledge and understanding will improve. 

We are now starting to see things on a personal level with the introduction of names, 

occupations and relationships and really this is what archaeology is about-what the 

everyday person did and how they lived. There are many references to real Himley 

people in the archive and given time, we could build up quite a nice picture of this lovely 

village and what went on.  

Let’s hope that we can continue in the same vein by digging more test pits and exploring 

the archives!  

http://blackcountryhistory.org/collections/institution/GB145
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Appendix A.  Lidar image of Himley 

 

Point A  =  Holloway 

Point B  =  Church platform 

Point C  =  Augur road 

Point D  =  Road leading to church and manor 

Point E  =  possible house platforms 
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Appendix B. Spyers’ map of 1774 with enhanced ‘dotted lines’ 

showing outline of village 

 

 

 North is the left hand side of the picture
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Appendix C. Location of test pits in ArcGIS 
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Appendix D. Distribution of medieval pottery 
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Appendix E. Distribution of post -medieval pottery 
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Appendix F. Himley map dated 1779 

 

 



WAG Project No 54 Excavations at Himley 2015 Page 32 

 

Appendix G i. ‘Sealed’ feoffment dated 1343 
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Appendix G ii. stag seal (enlarged) 
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Appendix H. Himley finds 2015 

Test Pit 25 
 

S1 
   388729W 291307N 

     Spit Depth 
 

55 
   Pottery type 

     Roman 
     Anglo-Saxon 
     Post A/S 
     Medieval 
     Post Medieval 
 

5 
   Modern 

     Unglazed 
     Medieval Orange           

Midlands sandyware           

Midlands white           
Coarse black 
earthenware 

     Fine black earthenware 
 

5 
   Midlands Yellow 

     Midlands Purple 
     White 
     Mottled Brownware 
     Brownware 
     Slipware 
     Stoneware 
     Blue & White 
     Creamware 
     Modern 
     Window Glass 
     WG decorated 
     WG frosted 
     WG yellow 
     Glass - other 
     Floor Tiles 
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Test Pit 25 
 

S1 
   Roof Tiles 

     Tiles unspecified  
     Slate 
     Plaster 
     Mortar  
 

1 
   Brick 

 
3 

   MBT 
     Sandstone 
     Pipe Stems 3/64" 

     Pipe Stems 4/64" 1720-1750 
    Pipe Stems 5/64" 1720 

     Pipe Stems 6/64" 1680-1720 1 
   Pipe Stems 7/64" 1680 

 
2 

   Pipe Stems 8/64" 1650-1680 
    Pipe Stems 9/64" 1650 

     Sum stems 
 

3 
   Weighted bore 

 
6.7 

   Date (Heighton) 
 

1691.1 
   Date (Binford) 

 
1676.8 

   Date (Hanson) 
 

1633.0 
   

      Pipe bowl 
     Charcoal 
     Coal 
     Slag 
 

1 
   Bone 

     Shell 
     Nail 
     Flint 
     Copper/Brass 
     

Notes S1 
 

Tig base 
found 
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Test Pit26 
 

S1 S2 S3 

388705W 291326N 
    Spit Depth 
 

15 25 50 

Pottery type 
    Roman 
    Anglo-Saxon 
    Post A/S 
    Medieval 
    Post Medieval 
 

2 2 
 Modern 

    Unglazed 
 

1 
  Medieval Orange         

Midlands sandyware         

Midlands white         
Coarse black 
earthenware 

  
1 

 Fine black earthenware 
    Midlands Yellow 
    Midlands Purple 
    White 
 

1 
  Mottled Brownware 

  
1 

 Brownware 
    Slipware 
    Stoneware 
    Blue & White 
    Creamware 
    Modern 
    Window Glass 
 

2 
  WG decorated 

    WG frosted 
    WG yellow 
    Glass - other 
 

2 
  Floor Tiles 
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Test Pit26 
 

S1 S2 S3 

Roof Tiles 
    Tiles unspecified  
  

2 
 Slate 

    Plaster 
  

3 
 Mortar  

    Brick 
 

5 5 1 

MBT 
    Sandstone 
    Pipe Stems 3/64" 

    Pipe Stems 4/64" 1720-1750 
   Pipe Stems 5/64" 1720 

    Pipe Stems 6/64" 1680-1720 
   Pipe Stems 7/64" 1680 

    Pipe Stems 8/64" 1650-1680 
   Pipe Stems 9/64" 1650 

    Sum stems 
 

0 0 
 Weighted bore 

    Date (Heighton) 
    Date (Binford) 
    Date (Hanson) 
    

     Pipe bowl 
    Charcoal 
    Coal 
 

3 5 2 

Slag 
  

1 
 Bone 

    Shell 
    Nail 
 

1 
 

2 

Flint 
    Copper/Brass 
    

Notes S3 
 

2" 
staples 

  

      



WAG Project No 54 Excavations at Himley 2015 Page 38 

 

 

 
Test Pit 27 

 
S1 S2 S3 S4 S5 

 
388792W 291312N 

      

 
Spit Depth 

 
15 20 30 45 125 

 
Pottery type 

      

 
Roman 

      

 
Anglo-Saxon 

      

 
Post A/S 

      

 
Medieval 

      

 
Post Medieval 

 
3 4 

   

 
Modern 

      

 
Unglazed 

 
3 1 

   
  Medieval Orange             

  Midlands sandyware             

  Midlands white             

 
Coarse black earthenware 

      

 
Fine black earthenware 

      

 
Midlands Yellow 

  
1 

   

 
Midlands Purple 

      

 
White 

  
2 

   

 
Mottled Brownware 

      

 
Brownware 

      

 
Slipware 

      

 
Stoneware 

      

 
Blue & White 

      

 
Creamware 

      

 
Modern 

      

 
Window Glass 

 
1 

 
1 

  

 
WG decorated 

      

 
WG frosted 

      

 
WG yellow 

      

 
Glass - other 

 
1 

  
1 

 

 
Floor Tiles 

      

 
Roof Tiles 
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Test Pit 27 

 
S1 S2 S3 S4 S5 

 
Tiles unspecified  

 
2 

   
1 

 
Slate 

      

 
Plaster 

      

 
Mortar  

 
2 6 

 
2 

 

 
Brick 

 
5 7 12 12 10 

 
MBT 

      

 
Sandstone 

 
1 1 2 

  

 
Pipe Stems 3/64" 

      

 

Pipe Stems 4/64" 1720-
1750 

      

 
Pipe Stems 5/64" 1720 

  
1 1 

  

 

Pipe Stems 6/64" 1680-
1720 

   
2 

  

 
Pipe Stems 7/64" 1680 

      

 

Pipe Stems 8/64" 1650-
1680 

      

 
Pipe Stems 9/64" 1650 

      

 
Sum stems 

 
0 1 3 

  

 
Weighted bore 

  
5.0 5.7 

  

 
Date (Heighton) 

  
1742.7 1720.2 

  
1 Date (Binford) 

  
1740.6 1715.0 

  

 
Date (Hanson) 

  
1731.3 1692.0 

  

        

 
Pipe bowl 

      

 
Charcoal 

 
3 5 6 1 

 

 
Coal 

  
10 5 3 1 

 
Slag 

   
2 

  

 
Bone 

      

 
Shell 

      

 
Nail 

 
1 

    

 
Flint 

      

 
Copper/Brass 

      

 
Notes S1 

 
 1 nail, 12 stud, 2 plastic 

   

 
Notes S5 

 
1 brick 3.75" by 2.25" 
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Test Pit 28 
 

S1 S2 S3 S4 

388654W 291276N 
     Spit Depth 
 

20 40 58 75 

Pottery type 
     Roman 
     Anglo-Saxon 
     Post A/S 
     Medieval 
   

1 
 Post Medieval 

 
9 5 

  Modern 
 

2 
   Unglazed 

  
1 

  Medieval Orange           

Midlands sandyware       1   

Midlands white           
Coarse black 
earthenware 

 
2 1 

  Fine black earthenware 
 

1 1 
  Midlands Yellow 

     Midlands Purple 
     White 
     Mottled Brownware 
     Brownware 
     Slipware 
     Stoneware 
 

6 2 
  Blue & White 

     Creamware 
     Modern 
 

2 
   Window Glass 

  
2 

  WG decorated 
     WG frosted 
     WG yellow 
     Glass - other 
     Floor Tiles 
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Test Pit 28 
 

S1 S2 S3 S4 

Roof Tiles 
     Tiles unspecified  
 

1 
   Slate 

     Plaster 
     Mortar  
 

3 
   Brick 

 
4 22 

  MBT 
     Sandstone 
     Pipe Stems 3/64" 

     Pipe Stems 4/64" 1720-1750 
    Pipe Stems 5/64" 1720 

  
1 

  Pipe Stems 6/64" 1680-1720 
    Pipe Stems 7/64" 1680 

 
1 1 

  Pipe Stems 8/64" 1650-1680 
 

2 
  Pipe Stems 9/64" 1650 

     Sum stems 
 

1 4 
  Weighted bore 

 
7.0 7.0 

  Date (Heighton) 
 

1682.3 1671.0 
  Date (Binford) 

 
1664.0 1664.0 

  Date (Hanson) 
 

1613.3 1613.3 
  

      Pipe bowl 
     Charcoal 
 

2 10 
  Coal 

  
13 

  Slag 
  

2 
  Bone 

     Shell 
     Nail 
  

1 
  Flint 

   
1 

 Copper/Brass 
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Test Pit 29 
 

1 2 3 4 5 

388641W 291328N 
      Spit Depth 
 

20 27 40 56 90 

Pottery type 
      Roman 
      Anglo-Saxon 
      Post A/S 
      Medieval 
      Post Medieval 
 

1 
 

10 
  Modern 

 
2 1 

   Unglazed 
      Medieval Orange             

Midlands sandyware             

Midlands white             

Coarse black earthenware 
   

5 
  Fine black earthenware 

   
3 

  Midlands Yellow 
      Midlands Purple 
      White 
   

1 
  Mottled Brownware 

      Brownware 
   

1 
  Slipware 

      Stoneware 
 

1 
    Blue & White 

      Creamware 
      Modern 
 

2 1 
   Window Glass 

      WG decorated 
      WG frosted 
      WG yellow 
      Glass - other 
 

1 
    Floor Tiles 

      Roof Tiles 
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Test Pit 29 
 

1 2 3 4 5 

Tiles unspecified  
 

1 
    Slate 

      Plaster 
  

2 
   Mortar  

   
8 

  Brick 
 

5 4 9 4 
 MBT 

      Sandstone 
      Pipe Stems 3/64" 

      Pipe Stems 4/64" 1720-1750 
      Pipe Stems 5/64" 1720 
      Pipe Stems 6/64" 1680-1720 
      Pipe Stems 7/64" 1680 
   

1 
  Pipe Stems 8/64" 1650-1680 

      Pipe Stems 9/64" 1650 
      Sum stems 
   

1 
  Weighted bore 

   
7.0 

  Date (Heighton) 
   

1682.3 
  Date (Binford) 

   
1664.0 

  Date (Hanson) 
   

1613.3 
  

       Pipe bowl 
      Charcoal 
 

1 14 10 3 
 Coal 

 
7 1 5 

  Slag 
  

2 
   Bone 

      Shell 
 

104g 73 
   Nail 

      Flint 
   

1 
  Copper/Brass 

      
Notes S1 

 

1 Freshwater mussel shell = 
70g 

  
Notes S2 

 

1 Freshwater mussel shell = 
70g 

  Notes S3 
 

Worked flint 
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Test Pit 30 
 

1 2 3 4 5 6 
 388599W 291272N 

        Spit Depth 
 

20 27 40 56 66 90 
 Pottery type 

        Roman 
        Anglo-Saxon 
        Post A/S 
        Medieval 
        Post Medieval 
 

2 
 

1 
 

2 2 
 Modern 

        Unglazed 
        Medieval Orange                 

Midlands sandyware                 

Midlands white                 

Coarse black earthenware 
 

1 
   

1 1 
 Fine black earthenware 

 
1 

 
1 

 
1 1 

 Midlands Yellow 
        Midlands Purple 
        White 
        Mottled Brownware 
        Brownware 
        Slipware 
        Stoneware 
        Blue & White 
        Creamware 
        Modern 
        Window Glass 
        WG decorated 
        WG frosted 
        WG yellow 
        Glass - other 
 

1 
    

2 
 Floor Tiles 

        Roof Tiles 
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Test Pit 30 
 

1 2 3 4 5 6 
 Tiles unspecified  

        Slate 
        Plaster 
  

3 
     Mortar  

   
16 

  
4 

 Brick 
 

3 4 7 
 

9 3 
 MBT 

        Sandstone 
        Pipe Stems 3/64" 

        Pipe Stems 4/64" 1720-1750 
        Pipe Stems 5/64" 1720 
        Pipe Stems 6/64" 1680-1720 
    

1 2 
  Pipe Stems 7/64" 1680 

      
2 

 Pipe Stems 8/64" 1650-1680 
        Pipe Stems 9/64" 1650 
        Sum stems 
    

1 2 2 
 Weighted bore 

    
6.0 6.0 7.0 

 Date (Heighton) 
    

1710.0 1710.0 1682.3 
 Date (Binford) 

    
1702.3 1702.3 1664.0 

 Date (Hanson) 
    

1672.3 1672.3 1613.3 
 

         Pipe bowl 
        Charcoal 
  

1 
 

3 1 
  Coal 

  
1 6 3 10 4 

 Slag 
  

1 3 
 

1 
  Bone 

        Shell 
 

90g 86g 
     Nail 

     
1 

  Flint 
        Copper/Brass 
        

         
Notes S1 

 

1 Freshwater mussel shell = 
70g 

    Notes S2 
 

1 Freshwater mussel shell = 70g includes 1 complete shell 
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Test Pit 31 
 

1 2 3 4 
 388599W 291271N 

      Spit Depth 
 

40 60 66 150 
 Pottery type 

      Roman 
      Anglo-Saxon 
      Post A/S 
      Medieval 
  

1 1 1 
 Post Medieval 

  
3 1 22 

 Modern 
  

1 
   Unglazed 

  
1 

   Medieval Orange     1   1   

Midlands sandyware       1     

Midlands white             

Coarse black earthenware 
   

1 6 
 Fine black earthenware 

  
2 

 
10 

 Midlands Yellow 
      Midlands Purple 
  

1 
   White 

      Mottled Brownware 
    

1 
 Brownware 

  
1 

   Slipware 
    

3 
 Stoneware 

    
1 

 Blue & White 
    

1 
 Creamware 

      Modern 
      Window Glass 
  

1 
 

2 
 WG decorated 

      WG frosted 
      WG yellow 
      Glass - other 
 

1 
  

1 
 Floor Tiles 

      Roof Tiles 
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Test Pit 31 
 

1 2 3 4 
 Tiles unspecified  

    
1 

 Slate 
      Plaster 
      Mortar  
 

1 5 
 

5 
 Brick 

 
6 8 3 14 

 MBT 
      Sandstone 
      Pipe Stems 3/64" 
      Pipe Stems 4/64" 1720-1750 
      Pipe Stems 5/64" 1720 
      Pipe Stems 6/64" 1680-1720 
    

1 
 Pipe Stems 7/64" 1680 

  
1 

 
10 

 Pipe Stems 8/64" 1650-1680 
  

1 
 

1 
 Pipe Stems 9/64" 1650 

      Sum stems 
  

2 
 

12 
 Weighted bore 

  
7.5 

 
7.0 

 Date (Heighton) 
  

1669.9 
 

1682.3 
 Date (Binford) 

  
1644.9 

 
1664.0 

 Date (Hanson) 
  

1583.8 
 

1613.3 
 

       Pipe bowl 
      Charcoal 
 

2 
 

5 5 
 Coal 

 
3 

 
6 7 

 Slag 
 

1 
  

2 
 Bone 

    
5 

 Shell 
 

80g 
    Nail 

  
3 1 5 

 Flint 
      Copper/Brass 
      

       Notes S1 
 

2 Aluminium can pieces, 1 plastic cap piece 
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Test Pit 32 
 

1 2 3 4 

388599W 291261N 
     Spit Depth 
 

20 40 60 80 

Pottery type 
     Roman 
     Anglo-Saxon 
     Post A/S 
     Medieval 
  

1 
  Post Medieval 

 
5 12 2 

 Modern 
 

1 
   Unglazed 

 
1 

   Medieval Orange           

Midlands sandyware           

Midlands white     1     

Coarse black earthenware 
 

2 2 
  Fine black earthenware 

 
2 4 

  Midlands Yellow 
     Midlands Purple 
     White 
     Mottled Brownware 
  

1 1 
 Brownware 

     Slipware 
 

1 5 
  Stoneware 

     Blue & White 
     Creamware 
   

1 
 Modern 

     Window Glass 
     WG decorated 
     WG frosted 
     WG yellow 
     Glass - other 
 

1 3 
  Floor Tiles 

     Roof Tiles 
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Test Pit 32 
 

1 2 3 4 

Tiles unspecified  
 

4 6 2 
 Slate 

     Plaster 
 

1 
   Mortar  

 
3 11 

  Brick 
 

22 34 1 
 MBT 

     Sandstone 
  

2 3 1 

Pipe Stems 3/64" 
     Pipe Stems 4/64" 1720-1750 
     Pipe Stems 5/64" 1720 
     Pipe Stems 6/64" 1680-1720 
     Pipe Stems 7/64" 1680 
  

1 
  Pipe Stems 8/64" 1650-1680 

     Pipe Stems 9/64" 1650 
     Sum stems 
  

1 
  Weighted bore 

  
7.0 

  Date (Heighton) 
  

1682.3 
  Date (Binford) 

  
1664.0 

  Date (Hanson) 
  

1613.3 
  

      Pipe bowl 
  

1 
  Charcoal 

 
6 19 6 2 

Coal 
 

1 7 
  Slag 

 
5 6 3 

 Bone 
  

1 
  Shell 

 
4 

   Nail 
  

2 
  Flint 

     Copper/Brass 
     

       


