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.Frontispiece: Glass Pavilion entrance to Broadfield House  
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Introduction 

In October 2014, WAG was invited to have a look at the grounds of Broadfield House Glass Museum, 

especially the lawned area at the front of the property bounded by a ditch and stone wall which was believed 

to be a possible Ha Ha by the Glass Interpretation Officer, Alexander Woodward. Alex was concerned about 

the deteriorating state of the wall and any further losses to what might be a feature of historical interest. 

A site visit by all the committee was arranged on 16
th

 October 2014 to talk to Alex and have a look at the 

area concerned to see what could be done. After discussions, it was felt that the feature could be identified 

by digging two test pits against the wall and in the ditch as we would expect a Ha Ha wall to be properly 

constructed with a solid foundation so that it would be fit for the purpose and a deep ditch next to it to keep 

animals out. 

As the area was adjacent and visible to land owned by New Bradley Hall (a care home for elderly residents), 

Alex felt it would be a good idea if they too gave permission for the project and this was duly given. 

Two dates were chosen to dig the test pits which were Sunday 24
th

 May and Sunday 31
st
 May 2015, with the 

second date coinciding with a National Glass Festival involving many people visiting the House and being 

brought in by a shuttle bus from the nearby Glass Cone in Wordsley. 
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Location  

Broadfield House Glass Museum, Compton Drive, Kingswinford, West Midlands, DY6 9NS 

The museum is situated on the south side of Kingswinford town centre, just off the A491 Stourbridge to 

Wolverhampton road. Follow the brown tourist signs for 'Glass Museum'. 

There is free car parking.  

SAT NAV: DY6 9NS 

Motorway: About 8 miles from M5 Junction 2 (Dudley) or 10 miles from Junction 4 (Stourbridge).  

Public Transport: From Wolverhampton or Stourbridge train stations take bus No. 256 to Kingswinford. 

Alight at the Methodist Church if travelling from Stourbridge or at The Swan pub if travelling from 

Wolverhampton. 

 

Figure 1  Location of Broadfield House marked by a green triangle) 

Crown Copright and database right 2015.  All rights reserved. Ordnance Survey Licence number 100024900 

British Crown and SeaZone Solutions Ltd 2015.  All rights reserved. Licence number 102006.006 

  

http://www.google.co.uk/maps/place/Broadfield+House+Glass+Museum,+Compton+Dr,+Kingswinford,+West+Midlands+DY6+9NS,+United+Kingdom/@52.4919186,-2.1692791,16z/data=%214m2%213m1%211s0x4870901637482bcd:0xa07a7b74cb9e9705
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History of Broadfield House (courtesy of Dudley MBC) 

 

Figure 2  The Regency Frontage of Broadfield House 

The original structure was a two storey farmhouse built in the mid or late 18th century. In the early 1800s 

this farmhouse was transformed into a three-storey block.  

The building retains many period features, such as the central staircase. The 18th century threshing barn 

survives as a glassmaking studio where visitors can watch and wonder at the glassblower's skills.  
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Figure 3  Broadfield House Mothercraft Hostel 

A Home  

After World War Two Broadfield House was used by local government as a home for unmarried mothers 

and then the elderly. As a result there are many overlooked institutional features to explore.  

A modern all-glass pavilion extension was added to the back of the building in 1994 and is now the main 

entrance to the Glass Museum. 
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Figure 4  Decorative items produced by Richardson and Sons in the late 1800's 

Broadfield House today  

Explore the displays and you will discover glass from the 17th century up to the present day, revealing the 

diversity of glass and the creativity of glassmakers through the ages. From contemporary art to biscuit 

barrels, it is incredible to see how glass has been manipulated for so many uses.  

 

Figure 5  Glass Blowing - Lamp Chimney Making by Andrew Colley, c.1893  
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More than just glass  

In addition to the glass displays are several paintings that bring glass making and the local landscape to life. 

The museum also displays glass making tools and some of the ephemera produced by the glass industry.  

 

Historical maps 

 
 

Figure 6  First series OS map 1834 (courtesy OS maps) 
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Figure 7  OS Map 1883 (Courtesy of Old Maps.co.uk) 

 

 

Figure 8  OS Map 1903 (Courtesy of Old Maps.co.uk)  
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Figure 9  Aerial view of Broadfield House and lawned area 

Method 

Test Pits 

Permission was obtained to dig test pits as follows: 

 be one metre square and up to 1 metre deep 

 be closed at the end of the day so there would be no hazard to the public 

 turves, where present, are removed and carefully stored so they can be replaced later. 

 soil is removed 10cm at a time and carefully sieved on to polythene sheet where necessary 

 any finds (pottery, glass, tiles etc) are washed and stored according to their depth 

 digging stops when finds run out or archaeology (building remains) are found 

The trench is filled in and the turves replaced neatly. 

 

NB Please note the trowel depicted in all test pit images points to the north. 
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Figure 10  Test pit 1, showing sieved spoil heaps 

Results 

Test pit 1 

Present: Clive, Mike, Martin, Jan, Eileen, Sue   

Weather: Wet start, cool wind and dull 

Location: Western boundary with old people’s home (wall)  OS Coordinates 388644W 288274N 

Task: identify if the wall was a Ha Ha. 

An area of dense vegetation was cleared to examine the boundary wall between Broadfield House and the 

old people’s home to clarify if it was indeed a Ha Ha. The boundary was marked by a difference in height 

between the two of about a metre and the soil was held back by means of what looked like a haphazardly 

built ‘retaining’ wall constructed with heavy irregular shaped pieces of stone. The idea was to look at the 

wall face by digging down to see if it was a well constructed structure with appropriate foundations. 

A large amount of modern rubbish such as tin cans, plastic bags and bottles was encountered at this junction 

and took quite a while to dig through as it was quite solid. The soil was very light and some modern pottery 

was seen in it, together with Victorian wares. 
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On going further down, disturbed material was encountered with some post medieval material mixed with 

more modern rubbish. This appeared to be the place where rubbish from the lawns of the house was 

collected and deposited along with the grass cuttings. 

Large tree roots were very prominent which made digging difficult and awkward. 

The wall seemed to be poorly constructed and did not have a proper foundation so care was taken whilst 

digging down its side; in fact it was sitting on a thin layer of pebbles so it was surprising it had not 

previously fallen over. (Some large stones had to be removed from the ditch so probably some had already 

fallen previously). 

 

Figure 11  Test pit 1, haphazardly constructed wall sitting on red pebble layer 

Just when we thought natural was reached, we decided to investigate a little further and some Midland 

Purple ware was discovered. Natural was reached when a hard surface was encountered which was mainly 

red in colour. 
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Figure 12  Test pit 1,  showing hard red ‘natural’ surface 

 

Test pit 2 

Present: Clive, Mike, Martin, Jan, Eileen, Sue and Heather 

Weather: Wet start, cool wind and dull 

Location: Lawn in front of house OS Coordinates 333619W 288246N 

Task: try to find evidence for occupation on the site 

An area was chosen between the trees so that any large roots would be avoided. This was fairly close to the 

front of the house on the raised lawn. 

The area was de-turfed and this was put to one side for later replacement. The soil was very clean with few 

finds and quite a few roots were encountered but they were able to be dealt with using pruning shears. 

Occasional pieces of brick, roof tile and a small amount of window glass came to light in the nice brown 

loamy soil. Eventually, some typical post medieval material showed such as black glaze ware which was 

quite fine and the top of a glass wine bottle. Two corners of the pit showed evidence of burning with 

charcoal and ash however a piece of Cistercian ware (or maybe Midlands purple) was found but the soil did 

seem to be disturbed. A little further down in the pit (45-50 cm) an iron pipe was discovered about 15cm 

wide, quickly followed by another iron one about 10 cm wide running NW/SE. We believed the larger one 

to be a drainage pipe as it seemed to be coming from the direction of a drain cover just on the roadway 
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heading to the ditch on the boundary with  New Bradley Hall and the smaller one to be the original which 

may not have been adequate for the job. 

Occasional other building materials came up along with more post med pottery and a nail or two and once 

more another iron pipe (about 5cm wide) came into view (about 60cm deep), running parallel to the other 

two. At this point, digging was difficult with 3 pipes to work around and many tree roots still in evidence. 

On going down further, larger pebbles were seen and the matrix was sandier with occasional charcoal 

evident but no substantial finds were being made. Eventually, the charcoal ran out but due to time 

constraints and digging difficulties, time was called but we were not too far away from natural as the matrix 

was very sandy. 

The hole was filled in and the area re-turfed. 

 

Figure 13  Test pit 2, showing three metal pipes running parallel to each other 
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Conclusion/Discussion 

‘A ha-ha (or ha-ha wall) is a recessed landscape design element that creates a vertical barrier while 

preserving views. The design includes a turfed incline which slopes downward to a sharply vertical face, 

typically a masonry retaining wall. Ha-has are used in landscape design to prevent access to a garden, for 

example by grazing livestock, without obstructing views. In security design, the element is used to deter 

vehicular access to a site while minimizing visual obstruction. The name "ha-ha" derives from the 

unexpected (i.e., amusing) moment of discovery when, on approach, the recessed wall suddenly becomes 

visible.’ (Courtesy of Wikipedia). 

The original request from Alex was to find out if the wall surrounding the lawned area was a Ha Ha and 

from the results obtained in test pit one it is safe to say there is no Ha Ha present at Broadfield House. This 

is based upon what was seen of the construction of the ‘wall’ uncovered during excavation which even to the 

untrained eye was somewhat flimsy and haphazard. Pieces of the wall had tumbled into the adjacent ditch 

and soil was evident between stones which would not assist bonding and hence give it a retaining function. 

The loose stones themselves were sitting on a thin layer of pebbles which would not be of much use for the 

whole to act as a retaining wall.  

To conclude, it seems that from the archaeological evidence, the wall is a garden feature which has been 

poorly ‘put together’ to retain the raised lawned area. The ditch created adjacent to it seems to have been 

used for the dumping of rubbish, wind blown litter and grass cuttings created from the lawns. 

On examining the historical maps, we can see that on the OS map dated 1883 the current lawned area 

boundary has a rounded end and is not very long but on the 1903 map, it has been extended and the edge is 

now straight so some work had been done to the area between the two dates mentioned. This extension 

probably coincides with the lower lawned area seen today. Again, this probably points to the fact it is a 

simple garden feature. 

Our second test pit was put in on the lawned area near to the house but not underneath the tree canopy so as 

to avoid roots as much as possible. We were hoping to find out about the history of the house and people 

who lived there but unfortunately, we managed to discover not one, not two but three parallel pipes in our 

one metre square hole! We think two were for drainage and the other may have been old water or gas piping. 

All of this meant the lawned area had been disturbed fairly recently so the chronology within the top 60 cm 

or so of soil had been lost. The fact that three pipes were in the test pit also meant that it was just too 

awkward to continue to ‘natural’. 

Both test pits provided us with material (some might say rubbish) dating back mainly to the post medieval 

period (mid 17
th

 century onwards) in the shape of pottery, the top of a glass wine bottle and clay pipes. 

Interestingly, house demolition material was also found in reasonable quantity with brick, mortar, plaster, 

roof tile, lead cames and window glass possibly indicating an earlier building. Although it is not possible to 

accurately date this demolition material, white mortar found on one piece of brick could push us back into 

the 16
th

 century and this coupled with the Midlands Purple Ware pottery(15
th

-16
th

 century) might indicate 

settlement of the area at that time. 
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We can see from the first OS map (1834) that this area of Kingswinford is not densely populated and is just 

beginning to be parceled up on its outskirts. Strangely, there are two roads (Barnett Lane and Cot Lane) 

heading south, running parallel to each other which are quite close together and both of them head towards 

Wordsley. Why they should do this I have no idea but it does seem a waste of resources when one would 

suffice. 

For a brief history of Kingswinford, the following link might be useful: 

http://www.kingswinford.pwp.blueyonder.co.uk/com/kingswinford/kfordhistory.htm 

 

Copyright Notice 

The contents of WAG Projects are copyright and may not be copied or stored in an information retrieval 

system without the prior permission of the WAG Chairman. 

 

  



WAG Report No 53 The Glass Museum, Broadfield House Page 19 

 

Appendix 1 SMR Report 

HER Number: 948 

Name: Broadfield House. 

Summary 

Early C19, 3 storey, red brick house. Listed grade II. 

 

NB - Ref Listed Building Consent P00/50969 - Gave approval for removal of existing timber shutters and 

careful storage of original shutters somewhere within the building. They were replaced with like-for-like 

timber dressed steel shutters to meet national Museums security guidance (Pers.Comm, JM/PB, 08/12/11) 

Monument Types 

 HOUSE (Post Medieval - 1800 AD to 1899 AD) 

Grid Reference: SO 8859 8823 

Map: Show location on Streetmap 

Designation: Listed Building (II) 1076032: BROADFIELD HOUSE 

Description 

EC19. Red brick; 3 storeys; 5 sash windows, central 3-light & featured with stuccoed moulded cornice, 

semi-circular tripartite window above; stuccoed cornice hood porch on coupled Ionic columns; doorcase 

with semi- circular head & radial fanlight, divided part- glazed door, steps up; moulded stone eaves, 

blocking course; hipped slate roof. Modern wing on left-hand returned side. [1] 

A former Georgian town house houses a museum featuring the products and methods of the local decorative 

glass industry. Brick, five bays, two and a half storeys. Porch with pairs of unfluted columns. An upper 

tripartite lunette window. [2] 

Sources and Further Reading 

[1] 
SDD1063 - List (DoE): The Historic Buildings and Monuments Commission.. The Statutory List of 

Buildings of Special Architectural or Historic Interest.  

[2] 
SDD129 - Bibliographic reference: John Crompton. 1991. Guide to the Industrial Archaeology in the 

West Midland Iron District.  

(Courtesy of Dudley Historic Environment Record) 

 

 

http://thesaurus.english-heritage.org.uk/thesaurus_term.asp?thes_no=1&term_no=68928
http://www.streetmap.co.uk/streetmap.dll?Grid2Map?x=388598&y=288230&title=HER+number+948
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Appendix 2 Test Pit locations 

 

Figure 14  Showing the position of the two test pits (marked by green dots) 
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Appendix 3 An example of a Ha Ha 

 

Figure 15  Example of a Ha Ha at Eastcote House 
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Appendix 4 Test Pit finds 

Test Pit 1 
 

S1 S2 
   388644W 288274N 

      Spit Depth 
      Pottery type 
      Roman 
      Anglo-Saxon 
      Post A/S 
      Medieval 
      Post Medieval 
 

8 17 
   Modern 

      Unglazed 
      Medieval Orange             

Midlands sandyware             

Midlands white             
Coarse black 
earthenware 

 
1 4 

   Fine black earthenware 
      Midlands Yellow 
      Midlands Purple 
  

2 
   White 

      Mottled Brownware 
      Brownware 
      Slipware 
  

1 
   Stoneware 

 
2 

    Blue & White 
      Creamware 
 

1 7 
   Modern 

 
3 3 

   Window Glass 
 

21 98 
   WG decorated 

      WG frosted 
      WG yellow 
      Glass - other 
 

43 4 
   Floor Tiles 

      Roof Tiles 
 

4 
    Tiles unspecified  

  
7 

   Slate 
  

4 
   Plaster 

 
3 

    Mortar  
 

8 1 
   



WAG Report No 53 The Glass Museum, Broadfield House Page 23 

 

Brick 
 

5 4 
   MBT 

      Sandstone 
      Pipe Stems 3/64" 

      Pipe Stems 4/64" 1720-1750 
     Pipe Stems 5/64" 1720 

      Pipe Stems 6/64" 1680-1720 
     Pipe Stems 7/64" 1680 

  
2 

   Pipe Stems 8/64" 1650-1680 
     Pipe Stems 9/64" 1650 

      Sum stems 
  

2 
   Weighted bore 

  
7.0 

   Date (Heighton) 
  

1671.0 
   Date (Binford) 

  
1664.0 

   Date (Hanson) 
  

1613.3 
   

       Pipe bowl 
  

2 
   Charcoal 

 
2 8 

   Coal 
 

1 5 
   Coke 

  
14 

   Slag 
 

6 13 
   Bone 

 
1 

    Shell 
      Nail 
 

2 6 
   Barbed wire 

 
3 

    Copper/Brass 
 

1 3 
   Notes S1 Cu/brass cutlery handle, metallic foil, carbon rod 

 Notes S2 Pipe bowl fragments, Broseley Type 2A and Broseley Type 3B  

Notes S2 3 shotgun cartriges, 3 Cu wire, material ? With hessian backiing 
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Test Pit2 
 

S1 S2 S3 S4 
 333619W 288246N 

      Spit Depth 
 

20 40 60 80 
 Pottery type 

      Roman 
      Anglo-Saxon 
      Post A/S 
      Medieval 
      Post Medieval 
  

1 11 16 
 Modern 

   
3 2 

 Unglazed 
      Medieval Orange             

Midlands sandyware             

Midlands white             

Coarse black 
earthenware 

   
4 10 

 Fine black earthenware 
   

5 4 
 Midlands Yellow 

      Midlands Purple 
      White 
    

2 
 Mottled Brownware 

   
2 

  Brownware 
      Slipware 
  

1 
   Stoneware 

    
1 

 Blue & White 
      Creamware 
      Modern 
   

3 1 
 Window Glass 

   
1 2 

 WG decorated 
      WG frosted 
      WG yellow 
      Glass - other 
      Floor Tiles 
      Roof Tiles 
  

1 
 

1 
 Tiles unspecified  

 
2 8 8 5 

 Slate 
      Plaster 
    

20 
 Mortar  

 
32 17 60 65 

 Brick 
 

14 24 45 33 
 



WAG Report No 53 The Glass Museum, Broadfield House Page 25 

 

MBT 
      Sandstone 
      Pipe Stems 3/64" 

      Pipe Stems 4/64" 1720-1750 
     Pipe Stems 5/64" 1720 

 
2 

 
1 

  Pipe Stems 6/64" 1680-1720 
  

1 
  Pipe Stems 7/64" 1680 

      Pipe Stems 8/64" 1650-1680 
     Pipe Stems 9/64" 1650 

      Sum stems 
  

0 2 0 
 Weighted bore 

 
5.0 

 
5.5 

  Date (Heighton) 
 

1742.7 
 

1726.9 
  Date (Binford) 

 
1740.6 

 
1721.4 

 
1 

Date (Hanson) 
 

1731.3 
 

1701.8 
  

       Pipe bowl 
    

1 
 Charcoal 

  
2 10 15 

 Coal 
 

8 15 17 13 
 Coke 

      Slag 
    

2 
 Bone 

      Shell 
      Nail 
  

1 2 2 
 Flint 

      Copper/brass 
      

       

       Notes S3 3 pieces of fabric ? Leather 
   Notes S4 1 piece of shell, I piece of lead, 1 piece of ? leather 

        


