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A significant find from the grounds of Himley Hall?   

 

 

Over the last five years, Wolverhampton Archaeology Group have been involved in a 

project at Himley Hall near Dudley to try and locate the old Manor House, church and 

village site which existed before the current Hall was extended and the grounds 

landscaped by Capability Brown. Typically, everything associated with the village of 

Himley was removed to create an open landscape to show off ‘his Lordship’s’ grazing 

deer and cattle and the locals were relocated down the road where we now find the 

current village and church. 

 

For the last three of those five years, we have been allowed to dig one metre square test 

pits to ‘test’ our research information and this has proved a very successful strategy. As a 

small group it would not be possible for us to open extended trenches in a public area due 

to health and safety issues so by utilising small test pits, we can open, dig and fill in on 

the same day. Up to now, we have completed twenty three test pits and have found the 

old church (and an even older wooden one underneath), pottery dating back to the 11
th

 

century and quite a few Mesolithic flints. 

 

Test pit twenty three, our last one for this season, was situated on the south bank of the 

stream (now culverted) and was giving us evidence for building and occupation in the 

17
th

 and 18
th

 centuries. Eventually, as we dug deeper into the test pit, the finds ran out 

and we thought we would be hitting natural very soon. 

 

However, that was not the case and three pieces of white flint (see figure 1) were found 

in the SW corner of the test pit and to make matters even more interesting, in the NW 

corner, there was a pronounced darker area (see figure 2) containing charcoal and ‘rusty’ 

coloured patches. This darker area was bounded by a row or double row of stake holes 

(see figure 3) possibly indicating a prehistoric hearth. The whole of this appeared to be in 

a secure undisturbed context. 
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Figure 1.  3 pieces of white flint from SW corner of test pit 

 

 

 
Figure 2.  Test pit 23 showing dark feature in NW corner along with charcoal and 

 ‘rusty’ colouration. (Trowel points north) 
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Figure 3.  Shows stake holes bounding the dark feature 

 

What can we make of this chance find? Two of the flints show signs of working and 

indeed the largest piece appears to be a double ended boring or drilling tool (see annex 1 

special find description). The most likely reason for them being white is they were all 

heated in the adjacent fire to make them more workable. They were also found very close 

to a stream. The chances are that they Mesolithic in origin. 

 

There is a pronounced darker area containing charcoal and a rusty colouration which 

seems to be indicative of burning and this is surrounded by an arc of stake holes. Is this a 

hearth which has a protective screen to stop children or careless adults from burning 

themselves or is it part of a semi circular screen to keep wind off the fire? We cannot say 

how tall the protective stakes were but it could be argued that if there was a double row 

then might it be possible for them to be interwoven with small branches and then infilled 

with soil to give better protection or were the stakes continually being replaced over a 

period of time? 

 

Quite a few flints have been found in this location but not in a secure context. On this 

occasion we believe this context is undisturbed and feel sure we have a very early 

prehistoric site most likely from the Mesolithic period.  

 

Is this one of the earliest sites in the West Midlands? 
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Annexe 1 

 
Small (Special) Finds Recording sheet 

Grid square(s) Area/Section: Finds No : 

23-1 

Site Code 

HIM 14 

Context  

TP23 S5 

Coordinates: Levels: Spit 5 

Plan/Section Nos: Photograph Nos: 

Method of excavation 
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Description:  

Flint drilling/boring tool used for making holes in softer materials such as wood, 

bone, leather and soft stone. It has probably been heated in a fire which has turned 

it white and made it easier to work. 

 

Both ends of the tool are capable of drilling; one end would start the hole and the 

other would enlarge it. 

 

On close examination, conchoidal rings can be seen and also one of the drill tips has 

been touched up. 

 

Found adjacent to a hearth (along with a worked white broken flint microlith and a 

piece of white waste flint) in a secure context-most likely Mesolithic. 
 

 


