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Introduction 

Halesowen Abbey (founded in 1215) was served by 10 granges.  The closest to it, New 

Grange, was thought to act as a collection point for produce and to redistribute it to the 

Abbey and for sale at the local Halesowen market. 

New Grange was situated at the south-west corner of the junction of the A458 (Manor Way) 

and the B4551 to Hunnington. 

 

Figure 1 An 1854 Map from the Estate of Fernando Smith 
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Figure 2 An 1883 Map of New Grange 

Currently, the site is occupied by the Somers Sports and Social Club.  The old manor house is 

now used as the Social club and a bowling green and tennis courts have been built adjacent to 

the house 

The 1883 map shows evidence of a moat (see the shape labelled 24.295 in Fig 2).  This may 

originally have extended along the south-eastern boundary and completed the circuit via the 

areas currently labelled the aviary and fountain.  The area defined by 24.295 may be seen on 

the ground as a shallow ditch and banks. The suggestion was that the moat was built to 

protect a granary. 

Wolverhampton Archaeology Group was asked to look at the area inside the moat to see if 

there were any signs of a granary or any other building which would confirm the location of 

the New Grange. 
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An aerial photograph of the site shows the location of the moat as a greener area of grass to 

the south-west of the tennis courts 

 

Figure 3 Aerial view of Somers Sports and Social club grounds 

Parch marks further to the south-west of the moat were identified as recent buildings and 

were not included in the survey. 
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Results 

A geophysical survey (using gradiometry and resistivity) was conducted in 3 areas, to the 

south-west of the tennis courts including the moat (nine 20 by 20 metre grids), the south-east 

of the tennis courts (two 20 by 20 metre  grids) and a single 20 by 20 metre grid adjacent to 

the bowling green. The areas of investigation are shown in Fig 4 

 

Figure 4 Site Plan showing the 3 areas chosen for Geophysics 
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Resistivity 

Fig 5 shows the resistivity results superimposed on the Site Plan (Fig 4). 

 

Figure 5 Resistivity 

High  resistance areas are shown as black, low as green.  Dry subsurface features such as 

walls or dry soil caused by trees would give a high resistance whereas damp areas would be 

low. The occasional white area is where dummy readings were taken. 

Grid 1 

The mottled appearance of most of this area suggests disturbed ground. The high resistance 

line at the top of the area coincides with the start of a small raised platform and the vertical 

line running from it is probably the route of a known drain. The amorphous patch at the 

bottom of the area is probably caused by tree roots. With hindsight it is possible to see the 

moat area. 

Grid 2 

There is nothing particularly noteworthy in this area which is where the moat is supposed to 

have been. 
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Grid 3 

This grid shows an amorphous area to the south-east and in common with the gradiometry 

(below) a suggestion of a wall corner at the north-west of the area. 

Gradiometry 

 

Figure 6 Gradiometry 

Grid 1 

Due to technical problems at the time, only two 20 by 20 metre grids were done in this area. 

The main anomaly to be seen is the light green patch which is interference from a farm 

implement which distorts the magnetic field  

Grid 2 

The main feature in this area is a pipe which runs north to south and is probably made of iron 

from its beaded appearance. 

Grid 3 

This grid has a similar appearance to resistivity although there is no amorphous area to the 

south-east.  However, gradiometry confirms the corner which is seen in resistivity. 

Bowling 

Tennis 

Car Park 
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Evaluation 

There is nothing significant to be found by the geophysics survey apart from the suggestion 

of a corner of a wall in Grid3 by both gradiometry and resistivity (Fig 7) 

 

Figure 7 Grid3 Gradiometry (left) Resistivity (right) 

If this feature is, indeed a wall, it is fairly close to the surface as resistivity can “see” down to 

1.5 times the probe spacing, in this case 0.75m. 
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John Wilkes redrew a building seen on a plan from the 1700’s (Fig 8) onto an aerial 

photograph (Fig 9) 

 

Figure 8 1700’s plan showing the moat and a building 
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Figure 9 Building redrawn on an aerial photograph 

The corner found by geophysics appears to coincide with the north-east corner of this 

building. 

Further Work 

It is hoped to do gradiometry on the bowling green as it is the least damaging and also to 

survey the play area to see if we can locate the size and shape of this building 
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