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Wolverhampton Archaeology Group was asked by Adrian Durkin, Exhibitions Officer for 

Dudley Museum and Art Gallery to undertake a geophysical survey in the grounds of Himley 

Hall to try to locate the site of the original moated manor house.

 Introduction

The village of Himley is recorded in the Domes day Book as being held by William Fitz 

Ansculf.

The earliest reference to Himley Hall is believed to be recorded in the inventory of lands 

following the death of William de Beresford in 1326.  Himley Hall is recorded in the register of 

the Bishop of Coventry and Lichfield in 1361 when licences were handed to Sir Richard Dudley 

and his wife, Isobel.

In 1628, Frances Sutton, heiress to the Dudley estates married Humble Ward, the son of a 

jeweller and goldsmith to the court of King Charles 1
st
.  Following damage to Dudley Castle 

during the Civil War, Himley Hall became their principal home.

An engraving showing a view of the old house at Himley by Vandlest Pinx (painted in 1735) is 

in The Histories and Antiquities of Staffordshire Vol 2, part 1 by Stebbing Shaw published in 

1798 – 1801. It is described as follows :“The old Hall, which stood upon or near the site of the 

present noble mansion, was a curious old structure of brick and stone with a large moat around, 

and a bridge across to the great gates of the entrance, engrave from an original picture still in his 

Lordship’s possession. (Figure 1).

Figure 1. Engraving of the old house
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Between 1740 and 1752, the old manor house was completely replaced, the new house being built slightly to the north 

and east of the old house so it could continue in use during its construction.  The hall was approached from the Dudley 

Road by a short drive which ran to the south of the former moat and then curved round to the courtyard and the west 

front. (Brief History). (Figure 2).

Figure 2 Part of Lancelot (Capability) Brown’s plan of Himley Park (1774)
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Geophysical Survey

Figure 3. Preliminary resistivity survey of the grounds adjacent to Himley House

Figure 4. Interpretative drawing.
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Interpretation

Sharp lines and diffuse areas can be distinguished on the resistivity plot.  The diffuse areas may be identified by surface features.  For example there is a 

circular bank in the southwest part of the plot.  This is seen as a diffuse grey curve.  Other diffuse areas may be caused by rubble forming part of the in- fill for 

the moat (cf Figure 5), the circular area to the east could be man-made such as a dovecote.

Figure 5. Survey of Himley Park (1752) showing the position of ponds, which may be left over from the moat for the old hall.

Of the sharp lines, these are most likely to show the positions of walls.  There are two at right angles to each other at the west of the plot and another, curving 

line to the north of these. These were also seen using Gradiometry. A heavy line with a discontinuity deserves further investigation.
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Conclusion

Lancelot (Capability) Brown’s plan of Himley Park(1774) shows, possibly, a faint rectangle, which might be the remains of the original house immediately 

south of the new Himley Hall (Figure 6).  

Figure 6. Lancelot (Capability) Brown’s plan of Himley Park(1774) enhanced to show the possible location of the old hall.

The geophysics results show a faint rectangle in the same position, it is so close to the house that the north range would lie under the present raised path 

surrounding Himley Hall.  It is possible that we have identified the location of the original house, but we don’t know how much soil was used to build up the 

site to the present level.  Resistivity is limited to a depth of 0.75m, it may be the remains of the house are deeper than this and therefore invisible to 

geophysics.  However the survey has revealed strong lines to the southwest which may be part of the original drive and which deserve further study.

Possible site of 
the old hall
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The Site Director, Jan Holland discusses the Using an EDM to survey the site
geophysics with WAG members.

Resistivity survey in front of Himley Hall

Gradiometry looks at magnetic fields The results of the geophysics are 
displayed on a laptop computer.

Photographs courtesy of Sue Foster



WAG Himley Report 8

Acknowledgements

Figures 1, 2, 5 and 6 courtesy of Dudley Archives.

The help of the following members of WAG is gratefully acknowledged.

Clive Westwood
Susan Foster
Jane Horton
Carol Griffiths
Barbara Riley
Chris Robinson
Mike Durrant
Brian Perrett
Frances Howells
Martin Holland

and

Tracey
Peter
Daniel



WAG Himley Report 9


